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* Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will
judge. (Hebrews 13:4)

» “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall not commit adultery.” But | tell you that anyone
who looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart.” (Mat-
thew 5:27,28)

Valentine’s Day was named after St. Valentine, who was pro-marriage, but not in favor of sex outside
of marriage. Our sexually saturated society promotes eroticism and sexual promiscuity so much that
it’s easy for people to become de-sensitized to God’s holy standard. It’s an obvious example of “as the
heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:9) As Christians we need to follow a different path from unbelievers.

The 39th President of the United States, Jimmy Carter, passed away on December 29, 2024. Even peo-
ple that thought he had been an ineffective president were likely to admit that he was a good Chris-
tian, known for his work with Habitat for Humanity and he was even a Bible study teacher at his
church. He had the temerity when asked one time to admit that yes, he’d committed adultery in his
heart by lusting, but he also celebrated forgiveness and redemption through the grace of Jesus Christ.
We might all be relieved that God can forgive the sin of lust.

Unfortunately, lust and love are used as interchangeable language, including in shows and songs. We
often hear the word “love” but what they usually mean is lust. There is a difference. We need to realize
when it comes to sex - that lust can’t wait, but true love waits. Regardless of what the world claims, sex
is designated for within the boundaries of marriage.

A good illustration about romantic love and sex is fire in a fireplace. Sex is like fire. It can be beautiful,
warm, and cozy in the fireplace, but in the curtains it’s a disaster! A fireplace in this example is mar-
riage. Sex is a gift for only in marriage. Christians especially need to keep it in the fireplace. We can be
glad there’s a Valentine’s Day, but we can also be glad that we know the truth about love and mar-
riage.

In Christ’s Love,
Pastor Mo Dunn
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“Time”

Time is
too slow for those who wait,
too swift for those who fear,
too long for those who grieve,
too short for those who rejoice.
But for those who love,
time is eternity.

—Henry Van Dyke

The Stewardship Com-
mittee has selected col-
lecting needed items for
nursing homes in the
area. Some ideas would
be new decks of cards,
puzzles (300 large
pieces or less), word searches, adult coloring books
(larger, less busy pictures), colored pencils, and
special birthday cards (such as; daughter, son,
brother, sister, or grandchildren). We have also
asked our Sunday School Department to make
cards for the residents which we will deliver.

The 2024 Annual Meeting will be held on Sunday,
February 23, 2025 following the worship service.

“I am here”

In Bread for the Journey,
theologian Henri J.M.
Nouwen calls consola-
tion — from “to be
with” (con-) “the lonely
one” (solus) — “one of
the most important
ways to care.” He
writes, “Life is so full of
pain, sadness and loneli-
ness that we often wonder what we can do to alle-
viate the immense suffering we see.”

Although consoling doesn’t necessarily remove
someone’s pain, Nouwen notes that it serves a
deeper purpose: To console means “to be there
and say, ‘You are not alone, | am with you. To-
gether we can carry the burden. Don’t be afraid. |
am here.’ That is consolation. We all need to give it
as well as to receive it.”

“Try to be a rainbow in someone’s cloud.”
—Maya Angelou
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Word has been received that our former Pastor
Robert Quillen passed away. He was our Pastor
from 1970 through 1979. He supplied our pulpit
while still in school and was called as full-time pas-
tor and ordained in Gomer on July 11, 1970. Pastor
Bob’s interest in area youth activities helped
strengthen the youth program, and membership
grew during his years.

During his time with us the parsonage was relo-
cated farther north and the sanctuary was remod-
eled.

Robert B. Quillen

January 17, 1945 — January 2, 2025
Upper Darby, PA
Robert B. Quillen passed away on January 2, 2025
with his family at his side in Bryn Mawr, Pennsylva-
nia.
Bob was born January 17, 1945 to Erma Marie
(Rees) and Lee Quillen. He attended Muskingum
University as a Greek and Latin major and became
a pastor after attending Winebrenner Theological
Seminary. He married Joyce L. Rossman on July 4,
1969 and received his Doctor of Divinity (DDIV)
from Eden Theological Seminary in 1983. Bob was
affectionately known as Pastor Bob or P.B. to his
congregations and served as pastor to Gomer
United Church of Christ, First United Church of
Christ Fremont, First United Church of Christ in
Sandusky, and 5t. John’s Lutheran Church in
Fremont, Ohio. He retired in 2010 with 40 years’
service.
Bob treasured his family and dedicated his time to
them. He is remembered by his family as Uncle Bob
or Grandpa for his sense of fun, humor, and adven-
ture, wise counsel, and many hours of patient lis-
tening to family, friends, and all those in need of an
ear. He was an excellent teacher and loved spend-
ing time teaching others - whether that was chess,
how to drive, woodwork or the inner workings of
the human spirit. Grandpa and Dad were his favor-
ite roles and he was counselor, in-house Uber, and

adventure enabler for all his grandkids. In his spare
time, he enjoyed facilitating adult Sunday school,
making pens or woodworking, and keeping up on
current events.

Bob is survived by his wife of 55 years, Joyce
(Rossman) Quillen, and daughters, Amanda (Nels
Sundquist) and Meghan (Matt Cavas) and grand-
children Zoé (Jackie Knight) Boston, Sasha Boston,
Mira “Reed” Boston, Ella Cavas, and Dax Cavas, and
his brother, David Lee Quillen. He was predeceased
by his parents, Frank and Erma Quillen.

Bob has chosen to donate his body to science. A
memorial will be held to celebrate his life at 2 pm
on Saturday, January 18, 2025 at Temple Lutheran
Church with reception to follow in Fellowship Hall.
There will be a celebration of life for Ohio family
and friends this summer. In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be made to Habitat for Humanity, habi-

tat.org.
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Gomer Church Friends,
Thank you for your support, kind words and pray-
ers regarding Linda’s passing. Pastor Mo thank you
for your thoughtful service. And thank you for the
meal donations and servers. It is all appreciated.
Linda Alger’s Family

ANNUA
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MEETING

The Annual Meeting for Pike Run Cemetery
will be held Saturday, February 8 at 9:00am in the
church library at Gomer CC.

Linda Lou Alger
November 4, 1942 — November 29, 2024
Memorial Fund: Don & Diane Enslen




Soup and
Sandwich
Luncheon

The PF will hosting a luncheon of chicken noodle
soup or tomato bisque and toasted ham and
cheese or toasted cheese sandwiches on Sunday,
February 9 following the worship service. All dona-
tions appreciated for youth activities.
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Pastor Dunn is available to you for counseling and
visitation. You can often catch him at church be-
tween 9:30am and 11:30am on days that the office
is open. However, to ensure you see him, it is best
to call or text his phone at 937-855-7665 to arrange
a meeting. It could be set for at the office orin a
public meeting place or in your residence. He
wants to be accessible.!

SR

St. David's Day
Poinner

The Annual St. David’s Day Dinner and Bazaar will
be held on Saturday, March 1, 2025 serving from
4:30 to 6:00pm. The menu is baked steak or scal-
loped chicken, mashed potatoes and gravy, green
beans, homemade noodles, applesauce or cole-
slaw, rolls, and homemade desserts. The cost is $12
for adults or $12.50 at the door and $6. for children
under 10. If you would like to purchase a ticket,
call, or come to the church office 419-642-2681.

—_— <) The electric sign in front of
| Savethe
CHURCH SIGN

the church needs to be re-
placed. The goal for the new
sign $25,000. The fund con-
tinues to grow with the bal-
ance currently at $6050.00.
Thank you

Volunteers
“* Needed.

We need your help for the St. David’s Day Dinner
and Bazaar! Shalom Circle only has 7 active mem-
bers! It takes approximately 42 pies and 8 cakes to
serve with the dinners. If you can help bake there is
a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the
church office or call the church office 419-642-2681
and Susan can let you know what is needed and
sign you up!

If you can make bazaar items just drop them off be-
fore 3:30pm on March 1. Some item donations sug-
gested by the ladies working the bazaar: brownies,
cookies, jelly, half pies, and scrubbies. However, we
will take whatever you can make. We can also use
help with the serving and clean up on the day of
the dinner. Please call Janet Alger or the church of-
fice if you can help or have questions.

Christian

School

The next Christian Ed meeting will be held Sunday,
February 2nd.

The children will be singing during the church ser-
vice on Sunday, March 2nd for St. David’s Day.
Planning is underway for Easter breakfast hosted
by the committee.

' “P_HAY{M .
Lalitornia

The following article appeared in the Ninnau, The
North American Welsh Newspaper.



" tioh to the pleasant village of -

- Gomer. Oﬁ.ﬂmm on :5 Tradition _é:uﬁ_,EﬁH .Heqzu__ Cymanfa Ganu

. ww Michael mxms,

Hnmqm__um with g n@nnﬁ.

Gomer in bowﬁﬂnﬁ Ohio to
sing. at, the :5.

Gaﬂmﬁdwmﬁobmw Church

Cymanfa Ganu: on: mﬁuam%._

evening; Octobers, NS# was
well worth the trip. A nice sized

contirigent filled: the wmmzﬂmﬁ.

sanctuary with echees of the

past” while .bringing joyful.

sounds io all present.The event
this. year was-dedicated to a pil-
lar ow the owﬁmnw Monetta

of O God,. Ou in Ages
Past played by the organist
Martha Britt. Pastor Maurice

. Dutin provided the Invocation.

-~

. gation chimivg in on the second’

As was the case Tast year, the
Welcome was in the form of the
seng, We'll Keep a Welcome

_stng by Martin Thomas and

Tim ‘Larimore, withithe congre-

verse. The Star Spangled
Banner was léd by Dan Brown
followed by the traditional first
hymn, Rachie, 1é4d:by the Sr.
Choir Director;, Léaivie Dunn.

A new-Guest Conductor -

graced our presence this year,

Jill Sandy Ceston;, who was
born i nearby Lima, Ohio .
(Lima, like in _wﬁ@&mmbmv and"

has spent_her e

Miss Eﬂ.. ﬂwa..i

Elementary ~-"8chool
“Bicentennial onmhu. while JilI

was only a thifd grader. She~

Gomer -

the music with' mﬁmwmngnﬁ A

Calfaria (3),

-the chorus. ¢

Goiner area. Starting i music at 7

¥ T 1 yrecalled
and mﬁd an emotional introdnc
tion to her first piane teacher,

“higt- piano-
mnnoﬂﬁmﬁrﬁ for 5@ Gomer.

continued as a piano _accompas
nist throt ohio

Lord! .mwﬁ locks ,mogma .
leading us in-our glorious
singing this evening!™ Jill made

‘sure fhis was the case as we
" sang every verse of each chosen

Wua.nﬂ as.she emphasized the
glory of four-part hazmony as
being essential as we are “all
created differently, yet harmony
brings us all back fogether™.

*.She really. did unite us in song

displaying authentic_enthusi-

asm, energy and joy throughout
the evening, :

With Martha Britt on E.mmu
and Joyce Lattimore & Sue
Grusenmeyer on piano, the first
hymm set mcluded Diaderm (14),
Milwaukee (6), and Byrn

finishing with
soloist Mariin Thomas singing
Hen Wiad Fy Nhada: Welsh
and English and leadin,

s

w ome”

ging in Welsh ‘a

“variety.of Welsh melodies that
put a smile on everyone’s face -

and .EBmm out- womﬁm

”_oobmmnan having. mwm _ummmnm :
_practice the- _ ter in no:EmﬁE g

-an atrangement by Diang Bish
of dmazing Qwanm mﬁEm the
-Offetite ] v th

-played her piano talent ina™

Fymy (108),

.of \Ewnﬂgm ‘the Participants ™. - ihe first time was- to wo_uoa alt

‘which included 2 variety of

tymm Perpa
Jill San. y Coston then dis:

. il m.ax% Coston

kww&@i& U‘.Ex.n Fi (96) and of
course concluding with Cwm
" Riondda (40). :
" . “Pastor Maurice Dunn offered
the Benediction and a more
‘hearifelt than usual rendition of
God Be With-You (117) con-
ﬁ@@;@% N.HN.HN ﬁw.w«. the .m\.ahwm.u\ ﬁH Hh.v Ow.ﬁ.&.@m .ﬁ_Hm H;Omﬁﬁd.u.ﬁ.._.mm as

Conductor ‘Sandy- Oom_“on.
and Calon Lan (66). This was - -
followed by a Gomer tradition i had 15 sing the chortis 3. times:

she will be. remembering her
father who passed in.2012. She
. weats a remembrance of the
. flowers-from his foneral that
‘were-made into a bracelet when-
‘ever she performs music. The
congregation held hands across
. the aisles, symbolizing just how
powerful music.can be to bring
us-all ﬁom&aon in times' of need,
,aBmm of joy, and Ebom of sor-
the, present gt T Tow.”
second time she mmw&dm tosing” Martha Britt sent us on our
blessings 5 onr loveéd-ones who  way with the Postlude: Postlude
. are still éﬁ_dm wmnm on o.&.mp Jor Organ. As you'travel'to sup-
ang. : port local Cymanfacedd Canu
s - 10,2025, {ry to make sure and
ir:. put QQEQ.. on your list mcm Eo
that > first mﬁ&%ﬁ Qctobert

rousing, foot-stomping rendition
of two “good ole” Baptist
songs, Soow and Very Soon fol-
lowed by When We All Qmm fo -
Heaven. . ,
Hyma Set 3 included Dring I
Groeswen {42}, the

where attendees declare where .
they have-cotsie from 1o attend;

wﬂﬁom..ﬁa &mg




1w

12

13

18

20

21

23

FEBRUARY

George Diller
Cheryl Craig
Lisa (Regula) Meyer

Makenna Jackson

Katie Sunderland King
Marnee Smith

Jim Schwartzengraber

Nick Siefker
Leanne Dunn

Nathan Johnson

Ron Myers
David Walters

Rob Barnes
Willard Metzger

Bob Ritchey

Lexi Crider
Morgan Stewart

Kevin Christlieb

Alivia Page

Scott Bushong
26 Zoey Diller
27 Andrea Frank

| J

- FEBRUARY

4 Doug and Jayna Siefker
11 Chuck & Robbin Schmersal

SPECIAL DATES
African American History Month
Valentine’s Day, February 14, 2025
Presidents Day, February 17, 2025

A prayer for Presidents Day

Lord of heaven and earth, we
offer you our deepest

gratitude for this country and
the freedom to worship you.
Stir up a sense of stewardship
so we all may care for our
nation and each inhabitant of it.
We pray especially for our leaders, that you
will bless them with wisdom and humility.
Prompt everyone in positions of authority to
pursue righteousness, justice and the welfare
of all.

Remind us of the psalmist’s teaching: “Happy is
the nation whose God is the Lord” (Psalm
33:12, NRSV). May that promise be fulfilled
“from sea to shining sea.” Amen.

Bible Quiz

The short Old Testament book of
Lamentations is a set of
communal laments (sorrowful
songs) about the destruction in
587 B.C. of which city, by which
people?

A. Babylon; the Assyrians

B. Jerusalem; the Babylonians

C. Rome; the Greeks

D. Caesarea Philippi; the Romans

Christian symbol

CENSER & INCENSE — A censer (or thurible) is
a vessel for burning incense during worship.
Eastern Orthodox and Roman Catholic
churches, as well as some Protestant ones,
often do this on special occasions. Censers
come in many sizes, shapes and designs. A
worship leader

Le
may swing a chain -’

censer to waft the m\
o,

fragrant smoke
— ==

over the
congregation
during a procession or benediction. As incense
burns in a censer and smoke wafts upward, it
symbolizes prayers of the faithful, floating to
God. "May my prayer be set before you like
incense; may the lifting up of my hands be like
the evening sacrifice" (Psalm 141:2, NIV).

Bible Answer: B (See Bible commentaries.)
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TRUE LOVE

Many of us celebrate Valentine’s Day in both fun and serious ways. Children exchange treats and
humorous cards with classmates and friends; some bring home handmade cards for the adults in their
lives. Romantic partners may go out to eat and present each other flowers, chocolate, a fancy card —
maybe even an engagement ring!
As playful as Valentine’s Day can be, it is also a great time to remember the serious side of love, as
indicated by these quotes:

¢ “When you love someone, you love the whole

person as he or she is, and not as you would ' LOVE 15 I
like them to be.” —Leo Tolstoy ; ' '

 “You don't love someone because they're LOVE IS KIND.
perfect; you love them in spite of the fact that Q’) :
they’re not.” —Jodi Picoult
e “Love ...is quiet understanding, mutual
confidence, sharing and forgiving. ... It settles
for less than perfection and makes allowances
for human weaknesses.” —Ann Landers
We can do the difficult work of true love — actions, not just feelings — only because God loved us first.
He did (and does) so despite our imperfection, and in Jesus, God shows us how to share true love with
others. This Valentine’s Day, if you do not remember any other profound quotes, hold this one in your
heart:
e “We love because God first loved us.” —1 John 4:19 (NCV)
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