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THE CHURCH HIVE
Bees live in a cooperative way described as “eusociality,” or
good relations. Each bee contributes a specific skill to the colony, synchronizing its efforts for the benefit of all. Likewise, a
church’s health depends on all members fulfilling their responsibility to the organism as a whole. Descriptions of hive life mirror Paul’s words about the body of Christ, with members having
different gifts “but the same Spirit” (1 Corinthians 12:4).
According to R.S. Beal Jr., who was both a pastor and a zoology
professor, a beehive is the perfect “living illustration of how to
walk in unity.” He wrote, “Those of us who have believed in Jesus belong to one another just as much
as we belong to Christ. We cannot live independently of one another anymore than we can live independently of Christ. Like the bees, we must learn to practice the sacrifice, labor, sharing, and submission of love that together we ‘may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ’”
(Ephesians 4:15, KJV). How are you using your own spiritual gifts to build up your church “hive”?

SHARING GOD‘S KINGDOM
When Jesus, in the Nazareth synagogue, read from Isaiah, “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because
he has anointed me to bring good news” (Luke 4:18) and declared the prophecy fulfilled, “all spoke
well of him” (v. 22). But when he then said God’s favor was not just for Israel, they grew angry. How
quickly we can change our minds about leaders — sometimes in the span of a short sermon! Yet Jesus
simply meant that God’s grace is so plentiful we can share it without fearing that if others benefit, we
won’t.
It’s been said you can’t share light without some falling on your own path. Ministers can’t baptize new
followers of Christ without getting wet themselves. And neither will any of us miss out on the kingdom
of God if we opt to share it with others — both in and beyond our community, people similar to and
different from us.
What is Jesus challenging us to do right now? If it’s something that benefits others, we’d do well to
peel off from the angry mob (vv. 28-29) and think again. Perhaps not just a human being but the Spirit
of the Lord is announcing good news in our hearing today.
—Heidi Hyland Mann

