
 

 
As time goes by, it seems more and more of what we learned over the course of our education 

gets forgotten or pushed out and replaced.  But there are always people, ideas, and principles that 

hang with you.  I was thinking recently of an idea that I’m continually amazed by and it seemed 

particularly relevant as we head into the Holy Week and Easter season.  My New Testament pro-

fessor, Dr. James Resseguie, discusses in his book The Revelation of John what I find to be a 

particularly compelling and awe-inspiring view of Jesus.  In Revelation 5, a problem arises be-

cause no one is worthy enough to open and read the scroll found in God’s hand.  John writes “I 

wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside.  

Then one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of 

David, has triumphed. He is able to open the scroll and its seven seals." (Rev 5:4-5 NIV)”  But 

while he hears about a lion, he sees something different.  “Then I saw a Lamb, looking as if it 

had been slain, standing at the center of the throne, encircled by the four living creatures and the 

elders. (Rev 5:6 NIV)”  This lamb was able to take the scroll and the assembly rejoiced, “And 

they sang a new song, saying: "You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals, because 

you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and lan-

guage and people and nation. (Rev 5:9 NIV)”  The angels surrounding them also shouted “Wor-

thy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor 

and glory and praise!" (Rev 5:12 NIV)” 
 

What John hears about is a lion – powerful, authoritative – the king.  What he sees is a slain 

lamb.  This lamb, John learns, is worthy to open the scroll and save the world precisely because 

he was slain.  What Dr. Resseguie pointed out to me continues to inspire me and cause me to 

marvel.  Jesus is the powerful Lion of Judah precisely because he was the slain lamb.  “Christ is 

worthy because he conquers in a completely different way from the powers of this world” (Res-

seguie 118).   
 

As we consider the cross and the empty tomb this Easter, remember it was not weakness that led 

Jesus to die, but a powerful love for all of us.  We have the hope of salvation and life because the 

Lion of Judah conquered as a slain lamb.  So, when we hear the wonderful news again that 

“Christ is risen!” let’s rejoice with the angels, shouting “Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to 

receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and praise!" (Rev 5:12 

NIV)” 

 

Χριστὸς ἀνέστη!  Christ is Risen! 

 

Jim 
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On Thursday, April 18 there will be a Maundy 
Thursday service at 7PM.We will be observing the 
last supper by going to the table eleven at a time 
for Holy Communion. A very meaningful service. 

 
Friday, April 19 at 7PM there will be a Community 
Good Friday Service held at First Baptist Church, 
451 N. Cable Rd. in Lima.  

 
Shalom is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt on Satur-
day, April 20 at 9:30AM at the church rain or shine 
for all children up to grade 5. Be sure to bring your 
Easter baskets. Donuts and juice will be served. 

 
Our Sunrise Service begins at 7am on Sunday, April 
21.  

 
An Easter Breakfast of breakfast casserole, fresh 
fruit and scones will be served immediately follow-
ing sunrise service until the regular church service 
or until we run out. 

 
Sunday April 21 the Easter service will begin at 
10:15AM. The Senior Choir will be singing and we 

will celebrate Holy Communion.  



 
April 7  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
April 14   Louie and Jan Siefker 
   Bennet Baker 
April 21  Angie Siefker and Bill Williams 
   Makenna Jackson 
April 28  Jo Ballard and Dan Brown 
   Ethan Ballard 
May 5  Willard and Betty Metzger   
   Lexi Crider 
May 12  Brian and Rachel Baker   
   Bennet Baker 
May 19  Dave and Pam Smith    
   Bryce Ballard 
May 26  Larry and Deb Stewart   
   Makenna Jackson 
June 2  Steve and Dina Tadena   
   Ethan Ballard 
June 9  Bill and Pam Askins    
   Lexi Crider 
June 16  Cheynne and Dian Ridley   
   Bryce Ballard 
June 23  Ron and Denise Myers   
   Bennet Baker 
June 30  Terri Barnes and Kathleen Carpenter
   Makenna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
 (All services start at 7:00 P.M.)  

 

DATE  CHURCH    PREACHING 
 

April 7   Market Street Presbyterian Church  
                                                     Pastor Terri Haithcock 
 

April 19 (Good Fri.) First Baptist Church  
 (various clergy at the  direction of Rev. Shields) 

 
This years Vacation Bible School will be held Sun-
day, July 7 through Thursday, July 11, 2019 from 
5:45 to 8:00pm. Please contact a Christian Educa-
tion Committee member if you would like to volun-
teer or assist with Vacation Bible School. 

 
Thanks to everyone that helped in any way 
whether it was purchasing tickets, baking pies and 
cakes or help preparing and serving the dinner. 
Shalom Circle does appreciate each and every one 
of you! Without you we would not be able to con-
tinue with the dinner! 
 

THE MAGNITUDE OF GOD’S LOVE 
It would be spectacular and amazing ... if some 
king’s son were to appear in a beggar’s home to 
nurse him in his illness, wash off his filth and do 
everything else the beggar would have to do. 
Would this not be a profound humility? Any specta-
tor or any beneficiary of this honor would feel im-
pelled to admit that he had seen or experienced 
something unusual and extraordinary, something 
magnificent. 
And yet the love of the Son of God for us is of such 
magnitude that the greater the filth and stench of 
our sins, the more he befriends us, the more he 
cleanses us, relieving us of all our misery and of the 
burden of all our sins and placing them upon his 
own back. 
Whenever the devil declares: “You are a sinner!” 
Christ interposes: “I will reverse the order; I will be 
a sinner, and you are to go scotfree.” Who can 
thank our God enough for this mercy? 
—Martin Luther, Luther’s Works 22, 166-167 
 

“April … hath put a spirit of youth in everything.” —
William Shakespeare 



 
The Women of the 

 First Congregational Church, Toledo 
are pleased to host the 104th meeting of the 

 

 WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP of the OACCC 
Saturday, April 27, 2019 

First Congregational Church 
2315 Collingwood Blvd. 

Toledo, Ohio 
9:45 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

$8.00 (includes luncheon and donation to missions) 
9:45  Registration, Refreshments and Bazaar *  
10:30     Devotions followed by Business Meeting**  
12:00 Luncheon  
1:00 Program – Dr. Anne Ruch, OB/GYN 
For more than ten years, Dr. Anne Ruch’s passion 
has been to give impoverished women in Petén, 
Guatemala access to basic medical services. Her 
work there has developed through the years into a 
large, community-based Health, Educational and 
Agricultural Learning Center.   
In 2017, Dr. Ruch saw a need to open a faith-
based Health Center in one of Toledo's underserved 
neighborhoods. Her work has always been Christ-
centered, and motivated by a desire to help those 
most in need. Anne will inspires us with her story of 
how a small group of Christians is making a huge 
difference. 
*Bring items to sell (edibles are always a hit) with 
proceeds for our missions. 
**We will discuss how we can assist with the NA 
conference in Cleveland June 22-25. We have been 
asked to make the centerpieces for 30 tables.  Per-
haps each church could create 3-5 centerpieces 
with a theme of something in their area that would 
be a good place to visit or of historical significance. 
Please place your reservation by April 22 by con-
tacting Era Blakney 419-536-1647   or   Cindy Rim-
melin rimmelins@aol.com 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St., Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – Primrose, 3500 Elm St., Elida, OH 
45807  

Monetta Lloyd’s new address is: Elmcroft Room 
229, 2075 N. Eastown Rd., Lima, Ohio 45807 
 
Bible Quiz Answer: D (See John 12:1-3.) 

 
The Ladies Tea sponsored by the Gomer Welsh So-

ciety will be 
Sunday, May 5 
from 3-5 PM at 
the Gomer Con-
gregational 
Church.  
 The theme this 
year is:                                                                         

 
“Somewhere Over the Rainbow “                                                                                                                                  

young and older are encouraged to bring any                                 
favorite book with you! 

-Bring your teacup                                                                                                                          
-We’ll also have a Photo Op Area to take pictures                                              
- There will be items for a silent auction                                                                                                                      
-Enjoy a short program and light Refreshments! 
Tickets are $8, Children 2-5 years are $4 and can 
be reserved by calling: the church office 419-642-
2681, Joyce Larimore (419 234 4220) or Deb 
Thomas (419 230 4344 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
“Easter is more than a day, an event, a remem-
brance. It is a way of life.”—Michael Marsh 



THE FINAL WORD 

When wildfires ravaged Paradise, California, in 
2018, dozens were killed and thousands lost 
homes, irreplaceable mementos and personal con-
nections. School, work and church routines were 
upended.  
If life has both “cross-like times” and “resurrection-
like times,” as a pastor once said, this certainly was 
a cross-like time. But God never lets death, sorrow 
or suffering have the final say. To bring light to dark 
times, God works through countless good-hearted 
helpers.  
One was 90-year-old Bob Wilson, a Los Angeles 
man who quickly decided to give people he’d never 
met “something ... [to] lift their spirits.” That 
“something” was a $1,000 handwritten check for 
each of the 1,085 students and staff members at 
Paradise High School. The checks, which came with 
no restrictions, were presented at a gathering that 
felt healing to many. 
Cross and resurrection times are interwoven in this 
life, but the cross doesn’t win. One day, God prom-
ises, resurrection will have the final word. 

 
Robert "Bud" O. Barnes 

July 10, 1932 - December 17, 2018 
 

Memorial Fund: Brooks and Janet Flinn 
 

 
The Trustees are currently taking bids for a 
ground’s keeper for the coming year. The job con-
sists of cutting the grass each week as necessary 
and cleaning up debris such as sticks, tree limbs, 
leaves, paper, cans etc. You can pick-up a bid form 
in the church office. Deadline for bids to be in the 
office is April 7, 2019. 

 
Gomer Congregational Church 

Trustees Minutes 
March 12, 2019 

 

 Members Present: Tom Evans, Jim Siefker, Marty 
Thomas, Terri Barnes, Bill Askins, Matt Nusbaum. 
       The Treasurer's report which had been 
prepared by Joyce was distributed and discussed.  
Tom moved to pay the bills.  Jim seconded, and 
motion passed. 
     New officers were elected:  Marty Thomas, 
Chairman; Tom Evans, Vice-Chairman; Terri Barnes, 
Secretary.     
OLD BUSINES   

1. We have obtained an additional bid, from 
Reliable Plumbing, to replace the aging 
boilers.  We will be comparing the bids at 
the next meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS 
        1.   We reviewed upcoming projects: roofing 
over the entryway; new covering over kitchen door 
(different options are being considered); replacing 
the shingles that wind tore off; tuck pointing bricks 
and replacing some bricks. 
         2.  A work day is scheduled for April 6 at 9:00.  
April 13 will be the rain date.  We hope people will 
come help to clean up before Easter. 
         3.  We need a new lawn care person so a form 
will be put in the Sunday bulletins and Assistant 
Pastor.  If anyone is interested, they are asked to 
complete the form with their bid.  The forms need 
to be turned in by April 7. 
         4.  Tom moved to allow the Scouts to hold 
their garage sale in the church parking lot again.  
Last year was successful. 
  After a second by Bill, the motion passed. 
      The meeting was adjourned after a motion and 
second.   
             Respectfully submitted, 
              Terri Barnes, Secretary 



 
Spring Clean-up Day will be Saturday, April 6 begin-
ning at 9am. Please make some time to come and 
help make our church look great!! If inclement 
weather the date will be Saturday April 13 at 
9:00am. 

 
The fund for the new boilers continues to grow.  So 

far, the fund has $12,777.00. When we are near our 

goal of $35,000., we will call a congregational 

meeting to approve their purchase.  You may 

designate your contributions to the boiler project 

using your regular giving envelopes or by using one 

of the specially marked envelopes.  Thank you for 

your support!  
BOILER PROJECT FUNDRAISER!                              
Church Council agreed to hold a church yard sale 
during the Lincoln Highway Garage Sale Event, 
August 8th thru August 10th.  Proceeds will go to 
the church boiler fund.  Mark your calendars...more 
details will follow!! 
 

WHAT EASTER DOES 

Jesus’ resurrection from the dead is life-changing 
and life-giving for his followers. But, as Henry Knox 
Sherrill notes, Easter’s “joyful news … does not 
change the contemporary world.” On earth, we still 
must deal with sin, pain, death and brokenness. 
And “still before us lie work, discipline, sacrifice,” 
Sherrill adds. What Easter does, though, is provide 
Christians with “the spiritual power to do the work, 
accept the discipline and make the sacrifice.” 
By defeating the grave, Jesus empowers us to bear 
our worldly troubles with joy, peace and hope. His 
resurrection assures us that trials, tears and suffer-
ing are only temporary, while eternal victory and 
life with Jesus are permanent. 
 

“We are Easter people living in a Good Friday 
world.”—Barbara Johnson 

 

 
Dear Family, 
        It is time for an update on our prayer list.  Mike 
Wilder had successful hip surgery, and is recovering 
well.  After two weeks in the hospital Monetta 
Lloyd came home, but continued to have problems 
and will be moving to Elm Croft.   Julie Acome is 
currently doing well.  Brooks Flinn has been able to 
return to work half-time.  Betty Rager is getting 
treatment for her eye problems. After being in the 
hospital and spending time at Van Crest, Don 
Montooth is home.  Marjean Long is recovering 
from pneumonia. 
     Happy 90th birthday to Monetta Lloyd.  Happy 
50th anniversary to Mike & Pat Kohrn. 
     We have many members of our family who give 
of their time volunteering.  This month we 
recognize some of them.  Darlene Montooth just 
retired after volunteering at St. Rita's for 41 years.   
Betty Rager continues to volunteer at the Cancer 
Center.  She has been doing it for 17 years.  
Although no longer a deacon, Betty still sends out 
the cards for them.  Pat Sharrits helps with the 
second grade at Elida Elementary.  She is also very 
busy with church work: she plays in the bell choir, 
sings in the choir and is their secretary, is chairman 
of the Memorial Committee, and is active in 
Shalom. Fara Ewing, in addition to substituting at 
Elida Schools in various capacities, also does 
volunteer work there.  She is also Scout Master of 
the cub scouts.  Fara too has been active in the 
church, serving on various committees and helping 
with events. Thanks to all of these volunteers. 
    Have a joyous Easter!   

     Great--Aunt Grace  
 

“Forgiveness is the well from which we draw the 
water to wash others’ feet.”—D. Siler 



MEANINGS IN THE MEAL   
Jesus instituted Communion while celebrating the 
Jewish Passover with his disciples. The meal’s ritual 
foods hold meaning for Christians, too, because our 
faith story is interwoven with that of Judaism. 
Matzoh: This unraised bread recalls the Israelites’ 
hasty departure from oppression in Egypt. Jesus 
used the Passover bread to symbolize his body, 
which delivers us from bondage to sin and death. 
Salt water: It symbolizes the tears of the Hebrews 
and of all who suffer in any time and place. Chris-
tians believe that in Jesus, God embraced human 
suffering so we need never face it alone. 
Parsley: Dipped in the salt water, this green, leafy 
vegetable represents the Hebrews’ rebirth out of 
sorrow into the joy of freedom. Easter’s celebra-
tion of resurrection proclaims a coming day when 
God “will wipe every tear from [our] eyes 
[and] there will be no more death” (Revelation 
21:4, NIV). 
Shankbone: A lamb slaughtered for each Hebrew 
household meant life for those within. The meat 
strengthened them for the escape journey, and the 
blood, swabbed on their doorframe, signaled for 
Death to “pass over.” Jesus used wine at the Passo-
ver meal to symbolize his blood — of the Lamb of 
God — which he would shed for our salvation. 
Egg: For Jews celebrating Passover, an egg symbol-
izes memory of the Exodus and renewal of faith. 
For Christians at Easter, eggs — especially open, 
empty ones — call to mind Jesus’ empty tomb, re-
newal and abundant life. 

 

  
                      Current Expense  Building 

February 24  58  $639.   $5. 
March 3   44  $1735.   $50. 
March 10 54  $ 880.    0 
March 17 50  $1260.00  $20. 
March 24       65  $ 554.00   $20. 
March 24 evening service had 85 for attendance 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2272. 

 
If you would like to order Easter flowers to deco-
rate the sanctuary on Easter Sunday, please fill out 
the order form and return to the church office no 
later than Sunday, April 7. They are $10.50 each. 
Any checks need to be made out to Gomer Congre-
gational Church.  
     Quantity Amount 

Easter Lilies   ______    __________ 

Tulips assorted colors _______   __________ 

Daffodils   _______    __________ 

Hyacinth Lavender _______   __________ 

Hyacinth Pink  _______  __________ 

    Total_________________ 

Name ___________________________________ 

 
We Welcome SPRING! 

By Monetta Lloyd 
The calendar “SAYS” it is SPRING 
Which we have been waiting for 
Any sign of robins or crocuses 
And then we can open our door. 

 

We have had a long hard winter 
So we welcome ole Mr. Sun 
We’ll gladly plant our new flowers 
As children enjoy some out door fun. 

 

I think that sometimes God “tests” us 
To know our strength to endure 
And this has been a long hard test 
An I think we passed this one for sure. 

 

We thank Him for all we have 
And are grateful for good health 
We count this among our blessings 
It means more than any big wealth$$$!! 
 

 
 



April 2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 April Fool's 

Day 
6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education at 
Carolyn 
Dyke’s 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm 
Scouts 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at 
Martha’s 
7:00pm  
Cub Scouts 

 9:00am- 
Work Day 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9:00am- 
SundaySchool 
10:15am- 
Worship 
7:00pm- PF 
Youth Group 

 7:00pm- 
Trustee 
meeting 

10:00am- 
Welsh Society 
Meeting 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm 
Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at 
Martha’s 
7:30pm- 
Shalom 

 9:00am- 
Workday rain 
date if needed 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
9:00am- 
SundaySchool 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

  6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm 
Scouts 

7:00pm 
Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

 
Office closed 
 
Good Friday 

9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
9:00am Easter 
Egg Hunt 
12-5pm 
Fellowship 
Hall Reserved 

Easter   21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
7:00am- 
Sunrise 
Service and 
Breakfast 
9:00am- 
SundaySchool 
10:15am- 
Worship 

Earth Day 7:00pm- Book 
Club at 
Carolyn 
Dyke’s 

6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm 
Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at 
Martha’s 

  

28 29 30     
9:00am- 
Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
Noon-5pm- 
Fellowship 
Hall Reserved 
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Christ has triumphed! 
 

Tomb, thou shalt not hold him longer;  
Death is strong, but life is stronger.  

Stronger than the dark, the light;  
Stronger than the wrong, the right.  

Faith and hope triumphant say,  
Christ will rise on Easter Day. 

—Phillips Brooks 
 

 


