
 

 

 
 
 

Well, depending on when you receive this, 2019 is either 
quickly approaching or already here.  It seems hard to believe that another year 
has gone by.  Maybe for you it is a bit of a “good riddance” situation.    Sometimes 
things pile up on us and having a little more distance in the rearview mirror might 
feel good.  Others might have had many wonderful blessings in 2018 and are look-
ing forward to all sorts of new joys and adventures in 2019.  Either way, some-
thing as simple as putting up a new calendar and learning to write a new year on 
all our paperwork can give us a sense of a fresh start.  It’s a new year, full of po-
tential. 
 
God, being all-knowing and creative, is also a God of new things.  Isaiah 43 is a 
chapter full of prophecies about the coming savior.  In it, Isaiah hears a word from 
the Lord saying “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.  See, I am do-
ing a new thing! (Isa 43:18-19 NIV)” Likewise, at the end of the Bible, in John’s vi-
sion in Revelation 21, “He who was seated on the throne said, "I am making eve-
rything new!" (Rev 21:5 NIV)” 
 
Friends, these promises are about our world and they are about you!  God is in 
the business of redeeming, restoring, and recreating.  Through Jesus we have a 
fresh start and the promise of being made new.  Remind yourself of that.  As you 
begin this new year, fill it with reminders and examples of new life from God.  Use 
this new year to grow in new life with Jesus.   
 
May God bless each of you with a happy, safe, and blessed 2019! 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Jim 
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January 6 Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 
   Makenna Jackson 
January 13 Kiel and Emily Diller    
   Ethan Ballard 
January 20 Donna and Jenny Martin   
   Lexi Crider 
January 27 Bob and Deb Ritchey    
   Bryce Ballard 
February 3 Jim and Susan Siefker    
   Bennet Baker 
February 10 Tim and Joyce Larimore   
   Makenna Jackson 
February 17 Jeff and Mary Weis    
   Ethan Ballard 
February 24 Janet Alger and Carol Sunderland 
   Lexi Crider 
March 3  Tom and Wilma Evans    
   Bryce Ballard 
March 10 Marty and Deb Thomas   
   Bennet Baker 
March 17 Oren and Michelle Long   
   Makenna Jackson 
March 24 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
   Ethan Ballard 
March 31 Brooks and Janet Flinn   
   Lexi Crider 
April 7  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
All Annual Reports need to be in the office no later 
than January 14, 2019. Please don’t put it off. If you 
don’t need bank statements could you please turn 
them in earlier? You will receive a reminder in the 
mail soon. Thank you! 

  

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – Primrose, 3500 Elm St., Elida, OH 
45807 

 
Mark your calendar for a night of fun and laughter 
on Saturday, January 19 at 6:30pm. Come and join 
us for a “Game Night”. Bring your favorite card or 
board game, a snack and a beverage.  We hope you 
will come and spend some time with your church 
family!  
 

READING RESOLUTIONS 
 

Every January, many Christians resolve to read 
the entire Bible in one year. That’s a worthy goal, 
but God doesn’t require us to read a certain num-
ber of verses or chapters per day. Instead, he tells 
us to simply be in his Word — and thus be with him 
— so he can grow our faith, light our path and as-
sure us of his love and forgiveness. God’s Word is a 
precious gift, but we need to “unwrap” it! 

F.B. Meyer offers this helpful advice for a new 
year of discovering (and rediscovering!) Scripture: 
“Read the Bible, not as a newspaper, but as a home 
letter. If a cluster of heavenly fruit hangs within 
reach, gather it. If a promise lies upon the page as a 
blank check, cash it. If a prayer is recorded, appro-
priate it and launch it as a feathered arrow from 
the bow of your desire. If an example of holiness 
gleams before you, ask God to do as much for you. 
If the truth is revealed … entreat that its brilliance 
may ever irradiate … your life.” 
 



LESSONS IN WISE FAITH 
 

“The Magi teach us true faith,” said Martin Lu-
ther. Given the obstacles they encountered, we 
would understand if they had given up altogether!  

First, the travelers were “off the mark,” com-
ing to Jerusalem to seek a newborn king in a “royal 
palace.” Then, directed to Bethlehem, the wise 
men found a sight “so utterly out of keeping with a 
king” — a poor young woman and child, in a “poor 
hut” — that one might expect them to head 
straight home. “But,” declares Luther, “with a 
great, strong and full faith they ... follow the word 
of the prophet and the witness of the star in all pu-
rity of heart,” bowing to worship and honor the 
Savior. —Based on Luther’s sermon for the  

Festival of the Epiphany (1522), Luther’s Works 
 

 
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  

 

THE ULTIMATE ROAD MAP 
 

Tired of going in circles, I wanted to stop and 
ask for directions to the Kennedy Library in Boston. 
My husband, the driver, did not. Eventually I won 
out. A store clerk was happy to provide a map and 
point us on our way. 

Many of us Christians act like my husband did 
that day, blithely going on our way, turning here, 
backtracking there, never really finding what we 
want in life, but sure that if we follow our nose 
we’ll get there eventually. 

The Bible is exactly what we need on our jour-
ney: a road map to guide us on our way, to help us 
around the inevitable wrong turns and errors — 
and, in the end, to show us the direct path to eter-
nal life with God in heaven. —Sandy Hyland 

 
 
 
 

IT IS RESTING TIME 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

Here we are in mid-winter 
The snow covers the cold ground 
Snow flakes are lightly falling 
As I stand here, not hearing a sound. 
 

The trees are barren of their leaves 
But the stately pine tree gleams 
I spy a beautiful red bird there 
His melodic song just beams. 
 

All of Gods great vegetations 
Are now dormant and at rest 
They are storing up new energy 
For spring, to give new zest. 
 

We need to pay close attention 
And observe this wonderous thing 
We too must take some “resting time” 
To better serve what life may bring. 
 

In all things there is a purpose 
So “listen” to your inter soul  
Only you can make this decision  
And let this be your hidden goal. 

 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 

Dec. 2 57   $5723.89   $ 0 
Dec. 9 97     $1777.00   $50.00 
Dec. 16   53   $1770.    $20.00 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058. 

 
Bible study will begin again on January 10, 2019 at 
Martha Britt’s. We will begin studying the book 
Ezekiel.   

 



KINGFISHER FAITH 
 

In a video on his publisher’s website, Eugene 
Peterson tells of watching a kingfisher repeatedly 
dive for fish in a lake. Peterson counted 37 dives 
before the kingfisher caught its supper! “And he’s 
the king fisher!” Peterson chuckles. From that bird-
watching episode, he gleaned a ministry lesson: It 
may take a long time and many attempts — maybe 
dozens! — before something works out.  

God calls us to live out his love faithfully, even 
when we don’t seem to be accomplishing anything. 
Maybe we extend 36 invitations to worship, work 
36 monthly shifts at a food bank or utter 36 prayers 
without seeing results. “What’s the point?” we 
wonder. But the kingfisher urges us on: “Maybe 
number 37 is the charm!”  

In the words of St. Paul (and mixing fishing and 
farming metaphors): “Let us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give up” (Galatians 6:9, NIV). 

 
The older portion of the church building is heated 
by two boilers which were installed in 1978.  While 
functional now, it is hard to predict when they 
might fail.  Additionally, they are only 60% efficient.  
The Trustees have sought bids to install two new 
95% efficient boilers which would cost approxi-
mately $35,000.  We are planning to begin raising 
funds now and, when we are near our goal, call a 
congregational meeting to approve their purchase.  
You may designate your contributions to the boiler 
project using your regular giving envelopes or by 
using one of the specially marked envelopes.  So 
far, the fund has $7956.Thank you for your sup-
port! 

WINTER WARMTH  
 

O God, you give the winter’s cold, 
as well as summer’s joyous rays. 
You warmly in your love enfold, 
and keep us through life’s wintry 
days. —Samuel Longfellow 
 

THINE, NOT MINE 
 

Sheillah Sheldone Charles, an articulate 9-year-
old Kenyan featured in a BBC News Africa video, at-
tributes her artistic gifts to God. It’s comical to hear 
her say, “I also teach children,” but her rationale is 
profound: “If you have a talent, don’t just say: ‘It’s 
mine alone. I should not teach others.’ So you 
should also share your talent out there.” 

Jesus’ parable of the talents in Matthew 25:14-
30 teaches us to share our God-given abilities for 
purposes larger than our own. Sheillah is a fine ex-
ample: Besides teaching children, she often draws 
women to highlight their suffering and their im-
portance. Surely the Master exclaims, “Well done, 
good and faithful servant!” (v. 23, ESV). 

 
We will be making noodles for St. David’s Day Din-
ner on Saturday, January 12, January 26, February 
2 and February 16 at 9am. Come join us for laugh-
ter and fellowship while making noodles. Bring 
your knives and rolling pins! 
 

EMPOWERED 
 

The One who calls you to go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to every creature is the One who 
by your consent, goes into all the world and 
preaches the Gospel to every creature through 
you! —W. Ian Thomas 

 
 
Bible Quiz 
What did Jesus say brings greater joy in heaven 
than 99 righteous people? 
 A. The singing of angels 

B. One sinner who repents  
C. 100 righteous people 
D. None of the above 



 
Book club books have been selected for January 
and February.  We will meet on Tuesday, January 
15th at 7:00 at Carolyn Dyke's house. We will be 
discussing "I Let You Go" by Clare Mackintosh. On 
February 26th we will again meet at Carolyn's 
house at 7:00 to discuss "A Fall of Marigolds" by 
Susan Meissner. Please consider joining us for our 
fun discussions. 

 
     Robert "Bud" O. Barnes, 86, passed away on De-
cember 17, 2018, at 6:59 am, at Mercy Health-St. 
Rita's Medical Center, surrounded by his loving 
family. 
     Robert was born July 10, 1932 in Gomer, OH, to 
Arnold and Della (Jones) Barnes who both pre-
ceded him in death. On July 12, 1956 he married 
Teresa "Terri" (Bowers) Barnes who survives in 
Lima, OH. 
     Bud graduated from Gomer High School in 1950. 
He was a life member of Gomer Congregational 
Church. Bud was the Maintenance Purchasing 
Agent at Ford Motor Company for 31 years and re-
tired in 1988. He also owned Bud's Golf Shop for 15 
years and later retired in 1995. Bud was a member 
of the Golf Club Makers Association of America, 
Ford Retirees Club, Gomer Dad's Club and Eagles 
370. 
     Bud is survived by his wife, Teresa Barnes of 
Lima, OH; son, Rob (Christina) Barnes of Bellefon-
taine, OH; daughter, Caryn (Ron) Robinson of 
Brentwood, TN; grandchildren, Ross and Layne 
Robinson; Riley, Dylan and Delaney Barnes; sister-
in-law, Patricia (Charles) Schultz of Kansas City, KS; 
brother-in-law, Bruce (Carol) Bowers of Akron, OH; 
and several nieces and nephews. 
     He is preceded in death by his sister, Peg (Bill) 
Prine. 

 
Dear Friends.  Thank you for all your prayers, cards, 
calls, texts, and concern for Bud (and for me).  We 
are very appreciative.  Thank you, Pastor Jim, for 
your visits and prayers. 
        Gratefully, Bud & Terri 
 

Thanks to you we donated 47 gloves or mittens and 
37 hats to area schools. We also donate 50 toys 
forToys for Tots. 

 
Answer Bible Quiz: B (See Luke 15:7.) 

 

ANY COMPLAINTS? 
 

     While serving as a chaplain at a children’s hospi-
tal, Lisa Anderson once found a young mother 
kneeling in the chapel. When Anderson apologized 
for disrupting, the woman said, “That’s okay. I was 
just complaining to the Lord. I figure it worked for 
the Israelites!”  
     After laughing, the women began discussing 
how God listens to his people regardless of our ap-
proach. Indeed, Moses tells Aaron, “Say to the 
whole congregation of the Israelites, ‘Draw near to 
the LORD, for he has heard your complaining’” (Exo-
dus 16:9, NRSV). And as David hid in a cave from 
Saul, he wrote, “I pour out my complaint before 
[the Lord]” (Psalm 142:2). 
     No matter what we say — or pray — our all-
powerful God certainly can handle it. And no mat-
ter what’s troubling us, we can “take heart!” be-
cause Jesus has “overcome the world” (John 16:33, 
ESV). 

 



 
 

1 Martha Britt 
Marna Clevenger 
Carla Olds 

 

2 Jim Metzger 
 

6 Joan Thomas 
Laura Knoderer 

 

7 Beth Spain 
 

8 Steve Evans 
Mark Fogt 

 

9 Pam Smith 
Bill Jenkins 

 

11 Leanndra Price 
Michele Long 

 

13 Keri Evans 
Andrew Clevenger 
 

14 Wendy Eley 
Linda Whittington 

 

15 Sandy Schwartzengraber 
Deb Ritchey 

16 Caryn Robinson 
Janel Olds Scurlock 
Amy Erickson9 Daniel Brown 

 

20 Wesley Walsh 
 

22 Virginia Evans 
 

24  Florence Bok 
 

26 Betty Vandemark 
 

27 Tracy Frank 
 

30 Julie Born 
Bill Williams 

 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 

In Welsh: Happy Birthday to you! 

 

 
 
1 Jeremy & Monica Price 
 

Special dates 
New Year’s Day, January 1, 2019 
Epiphany, January 6, 2019 
Baptism of the Lord, January 13, 2019 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 
18-25, 2019 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day, January 21, 2019 
 

Praying for unity 

Every January, the Christian church 
worldwide marks the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity. This ecumenical “octave,” 
or eight-day observance, lasts from January 
18 (the Feast of St. Peter) to January 25 
(the Feast of St. Paul). 
The week is based on Jesus’ prayer to his 
heavenly Father in John 17:21 that his 
followers “may all be one … so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me” 
(ESV). Jesus knew that if Christians were 
fiercely divided, people outside the faith 
wouldn’t want to learn more about him.  
The theme for the 2019 Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity is from Deuteronomy 16:20 
(NRSV): “Justice, and only justice, you shall 
pursue.” 

 

Christian Symbol 
DESCENDING DOVE — A dove is a 
prominent symbol of the Holy Spirit. When 
the dove is shown flying downward, it 
reminds us of Jesus’ baptism, when, the 
gospel writers tell us, the Spirit descended 
on him in the form of a dove. Doves also 
symbolize baptism in general, because 
many Christian denominations teach that 
the Holy Spirit and its gifts are bestowed at 
baptism. Sometimes a dove is depicted with 
a three-ray nimbus around its head, 
indicating that it is a member of the Trinity. 
Doves are also commonly used as a sign of 
peace. 
 

 
 

 



January 2019 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
  New Year's 

Day 
    

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9:00am 
Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 

 6:30pm 
Christian 
Education 
7:00pm 
Trustee 
7:30pm 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

10:00am 
Welsh Society 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm  
Boy Scouts 
 

6:30pm  
Bible Study 

 9am Noodles 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
9:00am 
Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 
1:00pm Eagle 
Court 

  10:00am 
Welsh Society 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm  
Bible Study 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
6:30pm  
Game Night 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
9:00am 
Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 

Martin Luther 
King Day 

7:00pm Book 
Club 

10:00am 
Welsh Society 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm  
Boy Scouts 

6:30pm  
Bible Study 

 9am Noodles 

27 28 29 30 31   
9:00am 
Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 

  10:00am 
Welsh Society 
6:30pm Bells 
7:00pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm  
Bible Study 

  

 
Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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A PRAYER FOR NEW BEGINNINGS 
 

In his book Awed to Heaven, Rooted in Earth (Fortress Press), Walter Brueggemann writes in an 
Epiphany poem: 
 

... this is a time to be born. 
So we turn to you, God of our life 

God of all our years, 
God of our beginning.... 

We dare pray that you will do for us 
and among us and through us 

what is needful for our newness. 
Give us the power to be receptive, 

to take the newness you give .... 
There is a time to be born, and it is now. 

We sense the pangs and groans of your newness. 
Come here now in the name of Jesus. Amen. 

 

How fitting that the Epiphany season and the new year coincide! Epiphany reveals a new King, the 
beginning of his ministry, his new disciples, his first healings, his “new teaching — with authority” 
(Mark 1:27). We, too, experience newness, now and year-round. But newness can be tough. So we 
trust that God, who “[makes] all things new” while banishing “mourning and crying and pain” 
(Revelation 21:4-5), walks with us in this new year — and always. 


