
 

 

  
 
 

First of all, a big thank you to everyone for your cards, gifts, and kind words during pastor ap-
preciation month.  I appreciate your kindness and the privilege to serve here. 
 
On November 4 we will celebrate All Saints’ Day.  The Feast of All Saints (Hallowmas in Old Eng-
lish usage) is actually November 1 (with the day before being All Hallow’s Eve or Halloween).  
Setting aside a day to commemorate the faithfully departed has a long history in the church.  
First mentions of such a celebration appear in the late 4th century and it was held on varying 
dates after Easter and Pentecost until Pope Gregory III established the standard November 1 
date in the 8th century.   
 
The customs of All Saints’ celebrations vary across the world, but one idea remains the same, 
while these friends and loved ones may no longer be present with us on earth, they have the 
joy of life in the presence of God!  While we usually think of All Saints’ as a solemn occasion, 
especially since the grief of loss may still be on our hearts, it is not meant to be a sad day.  Ra-
ther, All Saint’s is a celebration that Christ’s victory over death by his resurrection is granted to 
all who have faith in him.  Those who die in Christ have confidence in being present with him 
today and have the hope of a resurrection like his when he returns in glory.  All Saints’ is a pow-
erful day of remembering that we as the Church Militant have a lasting bond with the Church 
Triumphant in God’s presence.  It is a day to remember and celebrate the victory of life in 
Christ.   
 
Friends, as we remember members of the Gomer CC family, as well as other friends and loved 
ones who have entered their rest this year, let us remember with hope the words of Jesus, “"I 
am the resurrection and the life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; 
and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. (John 11:25-26)”   
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Jim 
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1     Joely Fisher 

2     Ruby Erickson 

4     Kelsey Christlieb 

5     T. J. Martin 

6     Mary Alger 

9    John Olds 

10  Tom Evans 
      Ray Thomas 

11  Kristine Nusbaum 

13  Susan Siefker 

17 Colin Siefker 

18 Kelly Richards 

19 Emily Manuel 
     Sarah Stoltz 
     Sue Williams 

24 Larry Stewart 

26 Lori Crider 

28 Matt Flinn 

29 Diane Campbell 

30 Linda Martz-Traynor 
    Jonella Martin Yost 

 
 

7  Lori & Matthew Parker 
 

20 Matthew & Heather Nusbaum 
 

23 Dian & Cheyenne Ridley 
 

Special dates 
All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2018 
Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 4, 2018 
Veterans Day, November 11, 2018 
Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017 
Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2017 
 

 
 
“Vegetables are a must on a diet. I suggest carrot 
cake, zucchini bread and pumpkin pie.” 

—Jim Davis  
 



 
November 4 Rod and Nancy Watkins   
   Makenna Jackson 
November 11  Steve and Dina Tadena   
     Ethan Ballard 
November 18  Janet Alger and Kathleen Carpenter
     Bryce Ballard 
November 25  Dan and Keisha Larimore   
       Lexi Crider 
December 2   Aaron and Lexi Crider   
     Bennet Baker 
December 9   Jeff and Melissa Thomas   
     Makenna Jackson 
December 16  Marty and Deb Thomas   
     Ethan Ballard 
December 23  Tom and Wilma Evans   
     Bryce Ballard 
December 24  George and Hope Diller   
     Lexi Crider 
December 30  Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
     Bennet Baker 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned Sun-

day, we would ask that you find a replacement or 

trade Sundays with someone else on the list.  Make 

sure to contact the office with the change. 

 
Little word, big difference 

 

God says to give thanks in everything. That doesn’t 
mean you need to give thanks for everything. You 
don’t need to give thanks for that bad day. Or for 
that bad relationship. Or being passed over at 
work. Financial hardship. Whatever it is — you are 
not to give thanks for the difficulties but rather in 
the difficulties.  
That is a very important distinction, and one I think 
we often miss. Giving thanks in everything shows a 
heart of faith that God is bigger than the difficulties 
and that he can use them, if you approach him with 
the right heart and spirit, for your good and his 
glory. 

—Tony Evans 
 

 
Don’t forget to vote Tuesday, November 6 

 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese –Primrose, 3500 Elm ST., Elida, OH 
45807 
 

Who will lead? 

After the people of Shechem made a poor decision 
about who would rule as their king, Gideon's son 
Jotham told them a parable.  
In Judges 9:8-15, the trees had difficulty finding a 
willing leader. The olive tree, fig tree and grape 
vine all declined, saying they didn’t want to leave 
their important production jobs. Finally out of op-
tions, the trees asked the wretched, thorny bram-
ble bush to be king. Although this wild shrub wasn’t 
welcome on anyone’s land, still it was a plant. And 
it was willing to rule if the trees announced their al-
legiance. The trees opted for the worst of the 
worst.  
When the most worthy, qualified people neglect to 
step up and lead, results — and morale — suffer. 
Where can your expertise and passion best be put 
to use in God’s kingdom? 

 



 
The older portion of the church building is heated 
by two boilers which were installed in 1978.  While 
functional now, it is hard to predict when they 
might fail.  Additionally, they are only 60% efficient.  
The Trustees have sought bids to install two new 
95% efficient boilers which would cost approxi-
mately $35,000.  We are planning to begin raising 
funds now and, when we are near our goal, call a 
congregational meeting to approve their purchase.  
You may designate your contributions to the boiler 
project using your regular giving envelopes or by 
using one of the specially marked envelopes.  
Thank you for your support! 

 
For the month of November, Stewardship & Mis-
sionary committee is collecting toys for the local 
Toys for Tots campaign. Join us and donate a new 
unwrapped toy to help bring a Merry Christmas to 
children in need. Toys for Tots prefers not to ac-
cept realistic looking weapons and gifts with 

food. The toys can be placed in the box in the hall-
way through December 2!  

  
Remember to keep moving in the colder months! 
The church is open for anyone that would like to 
come and walk the halls for exercise! Seven round 
trips from north to south door and back equals a 
half mile. Come walk in a safe, warm place. 

 
You are all invited to an open-house visit at the 
parsonage on Sunday evening December 3 from 6 
to 8pm. Everyone is welcome.  Refreshments and 
good company will be available.  It's a perfect time 
to catch up with your pastor and church family. 
  

 
Gordon Dewey Best 

March 26, 1928 - February 27, 2018 
Memorial Fund: Angela Best, Linda Gengenbacher  

 
The holiday season is normally a time of joy, but 
when someone you love has died, it can be a time 
of loneliness and pain. If you are experiencing grief, 
your neighbors at Chiles-Laman Funeral and Cre-
mation Services will host their 28th Annual Tree of 
Remembrance Service on Saturday, December 8, 
2018. This community event is held at our Shawnee 
Chapel, 1170 Shawnee Rd., in Lima. 
Guest may start to arrive at 2:00pm and the Re-
membrance Service will begin at 3:00pm. Being led 
by area clergy. Light refreshments will be served 
following the service at 4:00pm.  
The 28th Annual Tree of Remembrance Service is 
presented as a gift to our community from the 
Chiles-Laman families. Anyone is welcome to at-
tend, regardless of which funeral home provided 
the services for their loved one. For additional in-
formation please call 419-228-5474. 



 
GOMER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH 

October 9, 2018 
 

     Members Present: Bob Ritchey, Tom Evans, 
Bryan Evans, Jim Siefker, Terri Barnes, Kathleen 
Carpenter, Treasurer, & Pastor Jim Wilder. 
     Pastor Jim opened the meeting with a prayer. 
      Kathleen went over the Treasurer's report. Terri 
moved to pay the bills, Tom seconded, and the 
motion was approved.      
OLD BUSINESS   

1. The black top is sealed. 
2. Bob changed the valves in the ladies' 

restroom. 
3. Estimates for installing the gutter guards 

were received.  Kiss measured and gave 
estimate of $4000.  Gutterman checked 
carefully and said the spouting/straps are 
too close for guards to be installed.  It was 
decided to wait until all the leaves are down 
and get something to get up and clean them 
out.  Tom suggested a method to divert the 
leaves.  This will be checked out. 

4. Estimates from Timmerman's for new 95% 
efficient boilers was $29,977, and for the air 
conditioning units for sanctuary, $26,869.  
Their estimate did not include the electrical 
work or labor.  This is much higher than 
Perry's estimate for the air conditioning.  
Our current boilers are very old and are only 
60% efficient.  Replacing them will lead to 
considerable savings on propane, and will 
relieve worries about possible breakdown 
when most needed.  An announcement will 
be made in church about starting fund 
raising. 

5. All the lights are replaced with LED bulbs, 
dimmers, and sockets.  The colored bulbs 
were not available.  Lippincott will get them 
from a different source and replace them 
later. 

NEW BUSINESS 
        1.   As decided several years ago, non-members 

using the church will be required to put down a 
deposit ahead of time. 
        2.   Bob moved to put a garage door opener on 
the second garage door of the parsonage.  After a 
second by Jim the motion passed.   
      Tom moved and Jim seconded to adjourn the 
meeting.     
Respectfully submitted, 
Terri Barnes, Acting Secretary 

 
On Sunday, November 4, 2018 we will observe All 
Saints/All Souls Day during our morning worship 
service at 10:15am. We remember our loved ones 
that now have become a part of the church trium-
phant. Our members who we lost this past year: 
Robert E. Buettner     May 29, 1930 – November 7, 2017 
Gordon Dewey Best March 26, 1928 - February 27, 2018 
Jeffrey J. Martin    February 6, 1957 – March 30, 2018 
Michael Lee Clevenger  

             September 1, 1955 – April 23, 2018 
 

Lifelong saints 
Rather than limit the celebration of saints to one 
Sunday, some churches now observe a Season of 
Saints from World Communion Sunday (the first 
Sunday in October) to All Saints’ Sunday (the first 
Sunday in November). 
Saints aren’t merely exceptional Christians, writes 
worship director Taylor Burton-Edwards. Instead, 
they’re simply believers, all of whom are undergo-
ing a lifetime of transformation into Christ’s own 
people.  
Pointing to a saint-themed hymn by Charles Wes-
ley, Burton-Edwards notes that the lyrics are in-
tended to be an “anthem for a lifetime,” not a 
once-yearly occasion. 

Come, let us join our friends above  
who have obtained the prize,  
and on the eagle wings of love  
to joys celestial rise.  
Let saints on earth unite to sing 
with those to glory gone,  
for all the servants of our King  
in earth and heaven are one.  



 
 

Thank you, veterans! 
On Veterans Day, we honor men and women 
who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s 
armed services.  
On November 11, 1918, America and her allies 
signed a truce with German leaders, ending World 
War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the 
United States should remember with gratitude the 
end of that war and honor military members by 
marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, 
Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, hon-
oring veterans of every era.  
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for 
peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. 
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for 
unity among all nations and for the day when “na-
tion will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 

 
“God is nigh” 

The earliest official reference to using “Taps” at a 
military funeral is described in an 1891 manual. 
During the Civil War, a Union soldier “was buried at 
a time when the battery occupied an advanced po-
sition concealed in the woods.” Because it wasn’t 
safe to fire the customary three volleys over the 
grave, Captain John Tidball decided the sounding of 
“Taps” would be an appropriate substitute cere-
mony. 
Previously, “Taps” signaled the end of a soldier’s 
work day, but it has since come to honor the end of 
his or her earthly life. Horace Trim’s lyrics remind 
us of God’s constant presence: 
 

Day is done, gone the sun 
From the lakes, from the hills, from the sky 
All is well, safely rest 
God is nigh. 

 

Thanks and praise for our days 
’Neath the sun, ’neath the stars, ’neath the 
sky 
As we go, this we know 
God is nigh. 

Prayers of thanks 
The Bible’s close connection between prayer and 
praise caused 19th-century preacher J.C. Ryle to 
proclaim, “I dare not call that true prayer in which 
thankfulness has no part.” He points, for example, 
to Paul’s words in Philippians 4:6 (“By prayer and 
petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests 
to God”) and Colossians 4:2 (“Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful and thankful”), both NIV. 
Whenever we speak to God, Ryle adds, thoughts of 
his mercy and the hope of heaven should be at the 
forefront of our minds. “Surely,” he writes, “we 
should never open our lips in prayer without bless-
ing God for that free grace by which we live, and 
for that lovingkindness which endures forever.” 

 
 

Christian Symbol 
 

 
 

Sun of Righteousness — The sun is often used as a 
symbol for Christ, especially during church-year 
seasons that use prophetic imagery and focus on 
Jesus’ second coming. Malachi 4:2 — “But for you 
who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall 
rise with healing in its wings” (ESV) — is echoed in 
the Christmas hymn “Hark, the Herald Angels Sing”:  

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!  
Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 
Light and life to all he brings, 
risen with healing in his wings. 



What Are You Thankful For? 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

The harvest season is nearly over 
The gardens are clean and bare 
It is nearly time for Thanksgiving 
It's time to show God we care. 
 

We live in a land of freedom 
More than many other countries do 
We take so much for granted 
So let's give thanks the whole year through. 
 

Maybe Thanksgiving should be 
Every day of the year 
We should count our every blessings 
For life, health and friends, so dear. 
 

 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
member of Gomer Congregational Church for all 
the wonderful donations to Heritage Elementary. 
All of the school supplies have been given to 
students in need and they are greatly appreciated. 
Thanks again, for all your support and kindness in 
giving us the donations. 
Stacy Barker, Principal Heritage Elementary 
 

Thank you so much for the school supplies! 
Elida Elementary Students 

 
                      Current Expense       Building 

Sept. 2  53   $571.   $10 
Sept. 9  63   $1569.    0 
Sept.16  47   $1435.  $10. 
Sept. 23  52   $1627.    0 
Oct. 7  64   $1335.  $60. 
Oct. 14  47   $825.  $10. 
Oct. 21  39   $824.    0 
Oct. 28  45 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2230. 

 
The Book club will meet November 27th  at 7:00pm 
in the church library. We are reading “The Other 
Einstein” by Marie Benedict. Please join us!  

 

King of kings and Lord of lords 
In the Bible, no one is called “Lord of lords” but 
God and Christ. Although a couple of Old Testa-
ment earthly kings (Artaxerxes and Nebuchadnez-
zar) are referred to as “king of kings,” only in refer-
ence to Christ is the term capitalized — “King of 
kings.”  
Earthly rulers can claim supremacy, but we cele-
brate Christ the King Sunday as the culmination of 
the liturgical year to testify that our Lord Jesus is 
Ruler of all. In the words of the famous “Hallelujah” 
chorus from Handel’s Messiah: “King of kings and 
Lord of lords; and he shall reign for ever and ever!” 

 
 

Who will lead? 

After the people of Shechem made a poor decision 
about who would rule as their king, Gideon's son 
Jotham told them a parable.  
In Judges 9:8-15, the trees had difficulty finding a 
willing leader. The olive tree, fig tree and grape 
vine all declined, saying they didn’t want to leave 
their important production jobs. Finally out of op-
tions, the trees asked the wretched, thorny bram-
ble bush to be king. Although this wild shrub wasn’t 
welcome on anyone’s land, still it was a plant. And 
it was willing to rule if the trees announced their al-
legiance. The trees opted for the worst of the 
worst.  
When the most worthy, qualified people neglect to 
step up and lead, results — and morale — suffer. 
Where can your expertise and passion best be put 
to use in God’s kingdom? 



Self-care for the sake of others 
In light of Matthew 22:39, where Jesus says we 
should love our neighbors as ourselves, Rozella 
Haydée White writes: “I believe that we are called 
to love ourselves so that we can love our neighbor. 
I believe that loving God leads to loving self. When 
we love self, we practice how we are called to love 
others. Then when we love others, we love the in-
carnate God. And this cycle continues, leading us 
deeper into love with the One who is love.”  
Unfortunately, many Christians have been taught 
that loving oneself is, well, selfish. But White un-
derstands self-care not as being self-serving but as 
recognizing oneself as a holy, beloved dwelling 
place for God.  
She asks, “What if God has been inviting you not 
just to rest but to remember that you are first 
called to love God and love yourself? What if living 
out the commandments in that order gives you 
boundless energy to love others?”  
 

 
The furniture in the front entrance were purchased 
with memorial money given in memory of Gordon 
Best. 

 
For those who are unable to attend, our Sunday 
worship services are audio recorded each week and 
are available online. Visit our website at 
gomercc.org and midway down the page under 
“Welcome!” you can find a link that says “click here 
to listen to recordings of our Sunday worship ser-
vices.” This will direct you to our YouTube channel 
where all recording are stored. You can also call the 
church office if you don’t have internet and we can 
mail you a written copy. 

 

 
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be donated to area food 
banks. 

 
William Noble Thomas, Elida, age 69, passed away 
October 25th, 2018 after a battle with cancer. Born 
in Gomer, Ohio, the son of Noble and Shirley 
Thomas, Bill Graduated from Gomer High School 
and Hocking Tech. Bill worked as a carpenter early 
in his career before spending 30 years with Ford 
Motor Company at the Lima Engine Plant. 
Bill was a proud father to his three boys and their 
spouses; Peter Thomas (Angela), Evan Thomas 
(Brelyn); and Mark Thomas (Erin). He was also an 
honored grandfather to his seven grandchildren. 
Bill was an avid outdoorsman spending any free 
time he had shooting, hunting, or fishing not only 
in Ohio but across the country. Friends will always 
remember his handle "Wild Bill" over the radio 
when out hunting fox or coyote. Bill was an inactive 
member at Gomer Congregational Church. 
A celebration of Bill's life will be held at the Del-
phos VFW (213 W 4th St, Delphos, OH 45833) on 
November 2nd from 4:00pm -8:00pm, family and 
friends are welcome to attend. A brief prayer ser-
vice will take place around 6:30pm. 
 

“Be thankful for what you have; you’ll end up hav-
ing more. If you concentrate on what you don’t 
have, you will never, ever have enough.” 

—Oprah Winfrey 
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HOLIDAY HOSPITALITY   
 

Beth Lewis, CEO of 1517 Media, blogged about a favorite holiday tradition: inviting over people who’d 
otherwise be alone. Her grandchildren prepared hand-made place cards, wrapped small gifts for the 
guests and helped cook the meal. 
 
Then one year, Thanksgiving happened to coincide with a cross-country move for Grandma and 
Grandpa. Chaos and stress almost buried the tradition — until Lewis’s 9-year-old granddaughter asked 
nonchalantly, “Who’s joining us for dinner this year?”  

 
Lewis writes: “In the busyness of moving, it hadn’t even occurred to 
me. But, for her, it is simply what our family does!” So they extended 
some invitations, ate on paper plates among moving boxes and had a 
joyous time. Lewis was proud of her granddaughter for the reminder 
that hospitality is a value worth practicing and modeling — and even 
turning into a holiday tradition! 


