
 

 

 A couple weeks ago I decided I 
wanted to reread the Chronicles of Narnia.  I didn’t read them until I was in my 20s so I have 
some imagining to catch up on!  C.S. Lewis filled these books with wonderful Christian themes 
and it is a pleasure to consider the Gospel story told in such a way.  The last book in the series 
to be written, The Magician’s Nephew, is actually a prequel to the story and describes the crea-
tion of Narnia.   
 

Just yesterday I was reading the story of Aslan (the Christ figure in the series) creating the world 
of Narnia just at the time some children and others have mistakenly entered that world.  They 
hear Aslan singing a beautiful song as the blackness of that world becomes light, the waters and 
earth take their places, and trees and animals pop up out of the ground.  When the children en-
tered that world, though, an evil witch had followed them and, after Aslan finishes his work Di-
gory, one of the children, goes to Aslan looking for help to heal his sick mother.  Instead of 
hearing of a cure, though, Aslan explains to Digory how he has brought evil into the world on 
the very day of its creation by freeing the witch.  Digory takes responsibility and agrees to do 
what he can to repair the damage, but still asks Aslan to help his mother.  Lewis writes: 

 

Up till then he had been looking at the Lion’s great feet and the huge claws on them; 
now, in his despair, he looked up at its face.  What he saw surprised him as much as any-
thing in his whole life.  For the tawny face was bent down to his own and (wonder of 
wonders) great shining tears stood in the Lion’s eyes.  They were such big, bright tears 
compared to Digory’s own that for a moment he felt as if the Lion must really be sorrier 
about his Mother than he was himself. 

 

I was struck as I considered this.  It is very much how God looks at us.  It’s true that our selfish-
ness and sin has brought great pain to the world, but God does not look at us in anger like we 
might expect.  Instead, like the crowds surrounding Jesus in Matthew 9:36, he has compassion 
on us, “because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. (Mat 9:36 
NIV)”  We are his creation, made in his image, loved enough for Jesus to save us himself.  When 
your days are difficult because of something you’ve done or because of a hurt you’re experienc-
ing, remember that we have a God that cares and comforts.  “God is our refuge and strength, 
an ever-present help in trouble. (Psalm 46:1 NIV)” 
 

Grace and peace, 

Jim 
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1   Nick Tadena 

3   Tisha Kill 

5   Michelle Clevenger Spencer 

6   Janice Branham 

7   Brooks Flinn 

8   Mitch Evans 

9   Lisa Coonfare 

11  Robert Alger 

12  Dallas Jackson 

17  Joanne Reese 

      Pamela Askins 

18  Elaine Bass 

      Delaney Barnes 

19  Sarah Dyke Brenneman 

20  Dave Renner 

23  Pat Sharrits 

24   Nathan Fogt 

25   Willard Nusbaum 

26  Tom Renner 

      Amber Griesdorn 

27  Jacob Sunderland 

28  Dave Smith  

      Ben Rager 

31  Dina Tadena 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 

 

  
3   Charles & Carolyn Edwards 

4   Tim & Joyce Larimore 

5   Pat & Russell Sharrits 

6   Bob & Kim Roethlisberger 

9   Nicholas & Kristin Siefker 

10 Chris & Kathleen Britt 

14 Angela & Kevin Walsh 

17  Ray & Angie Thomas 

19  Betty & Willard Metzger 

25  James & Cynthia Clevenger 

31  Jan & Louie Siefker 

Pearls of wisdom 
 

“A man begins cutting his wisdom 
teeth the first time he bites off 
more than he can chew,” said 
Herb Caen. Though his tongue 
may have been planted firmly in 
his cheek, right next to said 
wisdom teeth, we do indeed learn 
from our mistakes — including the 
mistake of thinking we can handle 
more than we can, or that we 
know more than we do, or that we 
don’t need anyone’s help 
(including God’s). 
As far back as Old Testament 
times, people collected “wisdom 
sayings” into books from which we 
can still learn. Foundational to the 
book of Proverbs, attributed to 
King Solomon, is this first nugget 
of wisdom: “The fear of the LORD is 
the beginning of knowledge” (1:7). 
May we cut the “wisdom teeth” of 
our lives not by foolishly 
overestimating ourselves but by 
following God. 
 

Renewable energy 
 

Keep close to nature’s heart ... 
break clear away, once in a while, 
and climb a mountain or spend a 
week in the woods. Wash your 
spirit clean. —John Muir 
 
Christian Symbol 

Seven-

Branched 

Candlestick 
The seven-
branched 
candlestick 
represents the 
Holy Spirit and 
its seven gifts 
in the listing 
from Isaiah 
11:2-3: 
wisdom, understanding, counsel, 
might, knowledge, fear of the 
Lord, and delight in the Lord. (By 
contrast, the Hanukkah menorah 
is a nine-branched candelabrum lit 
during the eight-day Jewish 
holiday.) 

Bible Quiz 

 
Who had a staff sprout, bud, 
blossom and produce almonds, 
indicating that God had chosen 
him for a special reason? 
 A. Moses 

B. Zechariah 
C. Aaron 
D. Nathan 

Answer:  (See Numbers 17:1-11, 
specifically v. 8.) 



Come join the fun!A 
churchwide bowling 
party will be next, Sun-
day, August 5 from 4 to 
6pm at Lyn Lee Lanes in 
109 E 4th Street in Spen-
cerville. You can pur-
chase beverages at the 
bowling alley. Bring 
snacks or you can order 
pizza from Chuffer’s 

Pizza. Hope everyone will join us for a fun, all 
church activity! 

 
 
August 5  Tim and Joyce Larimore   
   Bennet Baker 
August 12 Jim and Susan Siefker    
   Makenna Jackson 
August 19 Bob and Deb Ritchey    
   Lexi Crider 
August 26 Terri Barnes and Carol Sunderland 
   Bennet Baker 
September 2 Jeff and Mary Weis    
   Makenna Jackson 
September 9 Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 
   Bryce Ballard 
September 16 Brooks and Janet Flinn   
     Lexi Crider 
September 23  Bill and Pam Askins    
      Bennet Baker 
September 30  Nathan and Fara Ewing   
     Makenna Jackson 
October 7 Cheyenne and Dian Ridley   
   Ethan Ballard 
October 14 Jim Metzger and Dan Brown  
   Bryce Ballard 
October 21 Donna Martin and T.J. Martin  
   Lexi Crider 
October 28 Brian and Rachel Baker   
   Bennet Baker 
November 4 Rod and Nancy Watkins   
   Makenna Jackson 

November 11  Steve and Dina Tadena   
     Ethan Ballard 
November 18  Janet Alger and Kathleen Carpenter
     Bryce Ballard 
November 25  Dan and Keisha Larimore   
       Lexi Crider 
December 2   Aaron and Lexi Crider   
     Bennet Baker 
December 9   Jeff and Melissa Thomas   
     Makenna Jackson 
December 16  Marty and Deb Thomas   
     Ethan Ballard 
December 23  Tom and Wilma Evans   
     Bryce Ballard 
December 24  George and Hope Diller   
     Lexi Crider 
December 30  Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
     Bennet Baker 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned Sun-

day, we would ask that you find a replacement or 

trade Sundays with someone else on the list.  Make 

sure to contact the office with the change. 

 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 
 

 
For the month of August through Labor Day the 
church office hours will be Tuesday and Thursday 
from 8:30-11:30am. 
 
“To handle yourself, use your head; to handle 
others, use your heart.”    Eleanor Roosevelt 
 



OUR BRIGHT BEACON  
     We are frequently advised to read the Bible with 
our own personal needs in mind, and to look for 
answers to our own private questions. ... But better 
still is the advice to study the Bible objectively ... 
without regard, first of all, to our own subjective 
needs.  
     Let the great passages fix themselves in our 
memory. Let them stay there permanently, like 
bright beacons, launching their powerful shafts of 
light upon life’s problems — our own and every-
one’s. Following such a method, we discover that 
the Bible does “speak to our condition” and meet 
our needs, not just occasionally or when some 
emergency arises, but continually.  

—Frederick C. Grant 
 

 
On Sunday, August 12 following the service, stay 
for our Church Picnic held in the fellowship hall. 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, chips, sweet corn (donated 
by Suter’s) drinks and table service will be pro-
vided. Everyone is asked to bring a covered dish to 
share. We look forward to seeing everyone! 

 
We welcome Madilyn Jo Larimore who was born to 
Dan and Keisha Larimore on June 20. Weighing in 
at 7lbs. and 19.5 inches long. Mother and baby are 
doing fine! Congratulations to mom and dad, big 
sisters Emma and Kennedy, and proud grandpar-
ents Tim and Joyce Larimore. 
 
“If you can find a path with no obstacles, it 
probably doesn’t lead anywhere.” -Frank A. Clark 

   
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  
 

CROSSING THE BORDER 
     Some Christians know the exact date they re-
ceived Jesus as Savior. Others come to faith 
through a gradual process; they can’t say precisely 
when they became a disciple. 
     Norman Warren (How Do I Face Life’s Uncer-
tainty?) tells of meeting refugees who’d fled horri-
ble circumstances and crossed into Austria. One 
woman had left Yugoslavia after her parents died 
of starvation. At the Austrian border she was given 
a visa stamped with the date and time of her entry, 
so she could always name the exact moment she 
stepped into her new life.  
     Another refugee had journeyed over the moun-
tains from Communist Russia. He didn’t know pre-
cisely when he crossed the invisible border line, but 
when he arrived at an Austrian village, he knew for 
certain he was free. 
     God leads people into new life in various ways. 
We travel different routes but — thanks be to God! 
— our final destination is the same. 

 

Thanks to all who made Vacation Bible School a 
huge success! We averaged about 27 children. 

 
 

Gordon Dewey Best 
March 26, 1928 - February 27, 2018 

Memorial Fund: Debra Martin 
 



 

Dear Family, 
     Congratulations to our young members who 
were on their school's honor roll.  From Columbus 
Grove: Will Nusbaum & Leanndra Price (10th 
grade); Amelia Page (11th); and Madison Nusbaum, 
Alexis Price, & Kaitlyn Price (12th).  From Elida:  
Bryce Ballard & Lexi Crider(6th); Brionna Jackson 
(7th); and Codey Ewing (10th).  From Pandora 
Gilboa: Seth Tadena (8th).  All of these young 
people were on every honor roll this school year.  
That is an accomplishment of which to be proud. 
     And congratulations to Emily Siefker who 
finished her undergraduate college on the Dean's 
List again. 
     Happy Birthday to Joanne Reese who will be 93 
and to Bob Alger, 87.  Happy Anniversary to Betty & 
Willard Metzger who will celebrate their 67th.   
     At the recent boy scout camp, our scouts 
completed all merit badges.  This is not a common 
occurrence.  Congratulations to all of them. 
     Many in our family volunteer their time.  We try 
to recognize them.  Two more of them are Pam and 
Bill Askins.  Pam is currently a volunteer at St. Rita's 
Medical Center in the surgery recovery room.  She 
has volunteered there for 15 years and has over 
2000 hours.  Bill is the data base chairman for the 
Tri-Moraine Audubon Society.  He has maintained 
the membership list, mailing labels and email 
addresses for 12 years.  He also volunteers for the 
Johnny Appleseed Park District as a trail monitor at 
Kendrick Woods.  Each week he walks 5 miles of 
trails and keeps them clear of tree limbs and litter.  
This is his third year as a monitor.  He has done 
many jobs in his 15 years with the parks. 
     Did you know: Thirty-five years ago, last month 
5000 people attended an all-day sesquicentennial 
celebration of the Gomer community. 
     Good luck to our 4-H members at the county fair. 

     Our young members will be returning to school 
and college this month.  We wish them a successful 
year. 

Great--Aunt Grace 
 

  
 

Joyce A. Freed 
July 31, 1952 - June 29, 2018 

Joyce A. Freed, age 65, of Lima, passed away 5:42 
p.m., Friday, June 29, at Lima Manor Nursing 
Home. 
She was born July 31, 1952 in Auburn, New York, to 
the late Harrison and Ethel Niece Burleson. She 
married Brice Freed Feb. 14, 1987, and he survives 
in Lima. 
Joyce had been an LPN for the Lima State Hospital.  
Joyce is survived by brothers: Harry "Skip" (Joy) 
Burleson and Dave (Iris) Jay, both of Lima. 
She was preceded in death by two brothers, Larry 
Jay and Robert Burleson. 
She was an inactive member at Gomer Congrega-
tional Church. 
 

Prayer from the heart 
John Bunyan said, “In prayer it is better to have a 
heart without words than words without a heart.” 
A story told by a 19th-century Jewish rabbi shares 
the same idea:  
A disheveled old man entered a synagogue for the 
first time. Not realizing he was holding the prayer 
book upside down, he tried to follow the congrega-
tion’s singing, but his words were incorrect. Finally, 
he simply looked toward heaven, repeating one 
Hebrew word over and over. 
After worship, some people complained to the 
rabbi, “Why didn’t you ask him to leave?” He re-
plied, “That man said more to God with his one 
word than some of us will ever say in our whole 
lives. God hears the words of the heart.” 

 
 
 



 
Dear Gomer Congregational Church, 
Thank you so much for the graduation gift! I 
absolutely love the bracelet and will definitely be 
wearing it a ton! Thanks again! I really appreciate 
it! 
Best wishes, 
Madison Nusbaum 
 

Dear Gomer Congregation, 
Thank you so much for your kind words and well 
wishes. I love the bracelet and your support of me 
throughout my life. I will always appreciate the kind 
words and fond memories you have given me. 
With love,  
Kaitlyn Price 
 

The Congregation at G.C.C., 
To put into words how grateful I am for your 
continued support is terribly difficult. Many of you 
have witnessed me grow from an ornery little girl 
with untamed curls into a blossoming teenager 
with the future at her finger tips. Thank you for the 
beautiful bracelet, well wishes, and fond memories; 
I will carry each of those with me as I venture into 
Malone University this fall. 
With love, 
Alexis Price 
 

Thank you for your support in sending us on our 
adventure! 
Troop 84 
Dylan, Jake, Codey, Chad, TJ, Jon, Jon Jr. and Jordan 
 

Thank you for your donation. Many Veterans will 
benefit from your generosity. We appreciate all you 
do for them. Thanks again for your support. 
Directors & Volunteers of Veterans Food Pantry 
 
The church will be unlocked as follows: 
Monday 12-5, Tuesday 8:30-5, Wednesday 12-8 
Thursday 8:30-5, Friday 12- 5 
Saturday upon request 
 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 

May 27  59  $ 883.00  $20. 
June 3  48  $ 832.00  $10 
June 10  61  $1591.00 $70. 
June 17  80  $1006.00 $20. 
June 24  37  $  720.00 $10. 
July 1  54  $1550.00 $20. 
July 8  56  $1490.00 $70. 
July 15  84  $  510.00 $10. 
July 22  46  $  854.00 $30. 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2230. 

 
     For the month of August we will be collecting 
school supplies for area schools. There will be a box 
outside the office for your donations. Much need 
supplies are: watercolor paints, inexpensive head-
phones or earbuds, sanitizing wipes and tissues. 
     Thanks to all who supported the offering sup-
plies for our troops overseas. 
 

Living sacrifices 
In Romans 12:1, Paul urges Jesus’ followers to per-
form spiritual worship by being “a living sacrifice.” 
For Old Testament believers, that concept would 
have been an oxymoron. A sacrifice, after all, re-
quired bloodshed and death to absolve sins. 
New Testament believers — us included — may 
squirm at the idea too. “The problem with a living 
sacrifice,” as D.L. Moody noted, “is that it keeps 
crawling off the altar.”  
Living for Jesus is an all-in commitment. Being a liv-
ing sacrifice involves forsaking the world and our 
own desires. But through God’s grace and Jesus’ 
sacrificial love, we can alter our attitude and stay 
on the altar. 



August 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
    6:30pm  

Coffee & Bible 
Study 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9:45am  
Coffee Café 
10:15am Worship 
4-6pm Church 
Bowling Party 

7pm 4-H meeting 6:30pm Christian 
Education 

 6:30pm  
Coffee & Bible 
Study 

 4-H Chicken BBQ 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9:45am  
Coffee Café 
10:15am Worship 
11:30am Church 
Picnic 

 7pm Trustee 
meeting 

 6:30pm  
Coffee & Bible 
Study 

Wedding Rehearsal 9 to Noon 
Recycling at Uncle 
Al’s 
3:30pm- Wedding 
Emily Siefker & 
Evan Hollar 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9:45am  
Coffee Café 
10:15am Worship 

   6:30pm  
Coffee & Bible 
Study 

  

26 27 28 29 30 31  
9:45am  
Coffee Café 
10:15am Worship 
Baptism 

   6:30pm  
Coffee & Bible 
Study 

  

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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Looking up 
 

World-renowned cosmologist Stephen Hawking (1942-2018) stated: “Remember to look up at the 
stars and not down at your feet. Try to make sense of what you see and wonder about what makes 
the universe exist. Be curious.” His sentiment is especially fitting for August, when many people try to 
count the falling stars of the Perseid meteor shower. 
As a self-proclaimed atheist, Hawking relied on science to answer “what makes the universe exist.” Yet 

many Christians believe that while science shows how 
things happen or were created, our faith tells who made 
them so.  
Deuteronomy 4:19 (NIV) declares: “And when 
you look up to the sky and see ... the heavenly array — 
do not be enticed into bowing down to them and 
worshiping things the LORD your God has apportioned to 
all the nations under heaven.” We can be grateful for the 
work of scientists and the wonders their study reveals, 
but instead of “bowing down” to nature, we worship its 
Creator and Ruler — the Lord of heaven and earth. 


