
 

 

 

 
 

On May 20 we will celebrate Pentecost, commemorating the coming of the Holy Spirit in a new 
way following Jesus’ ascension.  You probably know the story.  The disciples and others were 
gathered in a room together and “Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came 
from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what seemed to be 
tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them.  All of them were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them (Acts 2:2-4 
NIV).”  Crowds began to form and offer their opinion about what was going on (there is never a 

shortage of uninformed opinions! 😊).  Peter saw this as an opportunity to share the gospel 
message with the assembly, so he stood up and explained to them that what they saw was not 
a result of too much alcohol but is instead a gift of God prophesied centuries earlier by the 
prophet Joel.  “I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  Even on my servants, both 
men and women, I will pour out my Spirit in those days (Joel 2:28-29 NIV).” 
 
Often, we think of Pentecost as the “birthday of the church” because it was this day when the 
apostles first began their mission of preaching the gospel to all nations.  One of the many things 
that strikes me about how the Holy Spirit works is that in this new era of the church, the oppor-
tunity to be used by God in service is wide open.  It’s no longer just for a privileged few, but 
now sons and daughters, old and young, men and women – all are blessed with dreams and vi-
sions to make a difference in this world.  Sometimes we call this idea the “universal priesthood” 
or the “priesthood of all believers” – every Christian person has the benefit of offering praise 
directly to God (without a mediator) and ministering to the needs of others.  Because of the 
gifts of the Spirit granted to us, we all have a role to play in making God’s kingdom come “on 
Earth as it is in Heaven.”  I pray that this Pentecost, you allow yourself to be inspired by the Ho-
ly Spirit with a new dream and vision for your service to your family, the world, and Gomer CC! 
 
Grace and peace, 
Jim   
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May 6  Oren & Michele Long 
   Lexi Crider 
May 13  Dave & Pam Smith 
   Kyle Smith 
May 20  Angie Siefker & Katie Siefker 
   Brionna Jackson 
May 27  Brian & Rachel Baker 
   Bryce Ballard 
June 3  Larry & Deb Stewart 
   Kyle Smith 
June 10  Steve & Dina Tadena 
   Seth Tadena 
June 17  Bill & Pam Askins 
   Lexi Crider 
June 24  Cheyenne & Dian Ridley 
   Makenna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change. 

 

This year’s Vacation Bible School will be Sunday, 
July 8 to Thursday, July 12 from 5:45 to 8pm. A 
Luau celebration will be held at the Gomer Dad’s 
Club on Saturday, July 14. 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 
 
Boy Scout Troop and Pack 84 is working on a Ser-
vice Project. They would like to donate to Gomer 
Congregational Church a bench for the other side 
of our Brick Memory Garden. They need to collect 
500 lbs. of lids and caps in order to make the 
bench. Please bring your items to church and de-
posit them in the box near the office. A list of what 
is acceptable is below. 
Acceptable Caps and lids: 
Medicine bottle caps, milk jug caps, detergent caps, 
hairspray caps, toothpaste tube caps, deodorant 
caps, drink bottle caps, flip top caps (ketchup, mus-
tard etc.) spout caps (mustard), spray paint caps, 
ointment tube caps, caps with recycle numbers of 
2, 4, 5, cottage cheese lids, mayonnaise jar lids, yo-
gurt lids, peanut butter jar lids, ice cream lids under 
8’’ cool whip container lids, coffee can lids, cream 
cheese container lids, Prescription bottles labels re-
moved.  
A complete list is available including things that are 
not acceptable. You can pick one up in the church 
office. Thank you for your help!  
 

Just for pun! 
• Every calendar's days are numbered.  
• A boiled egg in the morning is hard to beat.  
• If you've seen one shopping center, you’ve seen a 
mall.  
• Acupuncture is a jab well done.  
• A man’s home is his castle, in a manor of speak-
ing.  
• Does the name Pavlov ring a bell?  
• Reading while sunbathing makes you well red.  
• When two egotists meet, it’s an I for an I.  
• A chicken crossing the road is poultry in motion.  
• The worker who fell into an upholstery machine 
is fully recovered.  
• Bakers trade bread recipes on a knead-to-know 
basis. 



 

This is just a reminder about the Pastoral Relations 
Committee and its current members. The primary 
purpose of the Pastoral Relations Committee is to 
support and nurture an open and mutually benefi-
cial relationship between the pastor and members 
of the congregation. The PRC facilitates communi-
cation between the pastor and the congregation. 
We would like to be a positive, supportive, proac-
tive committee. If you have any praises or concerns 
that you would like to communicate to this com-
mittee, the current members and their contact in-
formation are listed below. We also have a mailbox 
in the church office. 
Bill Aslkins (419) 339-9751 waskins@woh.tt.com  
Tom Evans (419) 230-6548 
Janet Flinn (419) 235-6216 
Rachel Baker (419) 230-3287    
                                              rmbaker15@gmail.com  
Angie Siefker (419) 304-6899       
                                    angiesiefker@gmail.com 
Dina Tadena (419) 812-4711            
                      tadenad@blufftonschools.org 
 

In good hands  
As Jesus prepared his disciples for his departure, 
they were full of questions — “Where are you go-
ing? How will we know the way there? Would you 
please just show us the Father?” — and not very 
satisfied with his answers. So Jesus promised to 
send them “another Helper” (John 14:16, ESV). And 
we can almost hear them protesting, like kids be-
moaning a favorite coach’s retirement or church 
members grieving a beloved pastor’s call to serve 
elsewhere: “Oh, great. Someone new for us to get 
to know. It won’t be the same. It won’t be you.”  
Except … the word another has two forms in Greek: 
“another just like this one” and “another, different 
version.” And when the author of John translated 
Jesus’ Aramaic into Greek, the first definition was 
the accurate one. Jesus was assuring his disciples 

 

they’d be in good hands, at peace and secure be-
cause the new Helper — the Holy Spirit — would 
be another just like him.  
—based on Fearless, by Max Lucado 
 

        Can I Get an Amen? 
    

This has been a relentless winter 
We’re tired of the wind and the cold 
We like to live with four seasons 
But the season of Spring wasn’t told 
 

Yes the very first snow fall 
Was so pretty as it gently fell 
We didn’t mind the scooping snow 
And dressing warmer, as well. 
 

The Children enjoyed the sledding 
And maybe, skating on the pond 
And the warmth of the fireplace 
The older folk were most fond. 
 
Why does Jack Frost want to linger?  
The calendar now reads “Spring” 
We are all waiting for the warmth 
And hear the little robins sing. 
 
They tell us to be more ‘patient’ 
My great idea, I hope you’ll agree 
If I had the magical power 
I’d move Ohio to Tennessee! 
               By Monetta Lloyd 
 

The Giver 
It is beyond the realm of possibilities that one has 
the ability to out-give God. Even if I give the whole 
of my worth to him, he will find a way to give back 
to me much more than I gave. —Charles Spurgeon  

 
Answer to Bible Quiz: E (See Acts 2:9-11.)  
 
 
 
 

Please let the church office know 
when your address is going to 
change! We have to pay double 
postage when your newsletter 
comes back.  
 

mailto:waskins@woh.tt.com
mailto:rmbaker15@gmail.com
mailto:angiesiefker@gmail.com
mailto:tadenad@blufftonschools.org


 
For the Month of May Collection for the Military 
Honor Flight scheduled for October 2, 2018 will be 
our Mission of the month.  
 

 
On Sunday, May 20 during our worship service we 
will rejoice in the Rite of Confirmation for 2 of our 
youth: Makenna Jackson and Seth Tadena.  
Following the worship service we will have a lunch-
eon buffet at Dick’s Steakhouse in Kalida. If you will 
be attending the lunch, please call the church office 
or Deb Ritchey for reservations before May 14th. 
 

 
 

Jeffrey J Martin, 61, of Gomer, passed away peace-
fully at his residence on Friday, March 30, 2018. 
He was born in Lima, on February 6, 1957, to Jerry 
and Elinor (Nusbaum) Martin.  Both preceded him 
in death.  On May 14, 1976, he was united in mar-
riage to Donna Buettner.  She survives in Gomer.  
He is also survived by three daughters, Jenni Martin 
of Gomer, Jeani (Scott) Dredge of Dublin and Joni 
(Aaron) Yost of Goshen, IN; one son, Jordan Martin 
of Gomer; one sister, Sue (Mark) Wannemacher of 
Delphos; one brother, Tom (Sherry) Martin of 
Loudon, TN; three grandchildren, TJ Martin and 
Jade and Marty Dredge; and many nieces, neph-
ews, cousins, and extended family. 

Jeffrey drove truck for over 30 years as an owner 
and operator.  He was a member of Gomer Congre-
gational Church and was a 1975 graduate of Elida 
High School.  Jeffrey’s contagious and continuous 
smile will be deeply missed.  He adored his family 
especially his grandchildren and cherished their fre-
quent family gatherings.  He enjoyed listening to 
Frank Sinatra and Dean Martin, cooking, grilling, 
and doing projects with his wife. He took great 
pride in making his lawn look perfect and sitting on 
the back porch enjoying the view. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
church. 

 
 

Gordon Best 
March 26, 1928 – February 27, 2018 

Memorial Fund: Bruce & Viola Lloyd 
 

Jeffrey Martin 
February 6, 1957 – March 30, 2018 

Memorial Fund: Bill Williams, Jim & Susan Siefker 
& Family, Dave & Peg Walters, Will & Sharon Nus-
baum, Pat Bowsher, Sandra Horne, Tom & Mary 
Doerter, Louie & Jan Siefker, Dean & Joyce Buett-
ner, Bob & Kim Roethlisberger, Nicki Bell, Marilyn 
Clark, Veronica Conley, Bob & Peg Grandbois, 
Monetta Lloyd, Lynn & Suzanne Metzger, Tom & 
Wilma Evans, Pat Sharrits, Janice Branham, Helen 
John, Lindsey & Becky Foust, Bob & Deb Ritchey 
Current Expense Fund: Gale & Becky McClure, 
Wayne Micha 
Choir Fund: William Meyers, Carol Meyers 

 
 

The Memorial Committee has purchased a new copy 
machine for general use for music, Sunday School 
etc.  



 

 
Dear Family, 
 

   Happy Birthday to Helen John who will be 91.  
Happy Anniversary to Joan & Ross Thomas, 
celebrating their 67th.  Last month I mis-typed;  
Monetta Lloyd celebrated her 89th birthday. 
     Congratulations to our young members who 
earned a spot on their school's honor roll. From 
Elida:  Bryce Ballard & Lexi Crider (6th); Brionna 
Jackson (7th); Gage Myers (9th); Codey Ewing 
(10th).  From Columbus Grove:  Will Nusbaum & 
Leanndra Price (10th); Amelia Page (11th); Madison 
Nusbaum, Alexis Price, Kaitlyn Price (12th).  From 
Pandora-Gilboa: Seth Tadena (8th). 
     A Bit of History:  We recently welcomed new 
members into our church family.  In 1867 a 
religious revival was held, and 90 people joined our 
church.  The Gomer Alumni banquet will be held at 
the end of this month.  In 1936 the Ladies League 
began the practice of serving the alumni banquet.  
Ladies' groups continued to serve the banquet into 
the sixties.   
     Thank you for giving us information about you, 
your family's, or friends' activities.  We all 
apprecicate learning what is going on with our 
family.  

                               Great--Aunt Grace 

 

A Memorial Day Service will be held Monday, May 
28 at the Tawelfan Cemetery at 9am. Nathan Bra-
nim is the speaker. He is the pastor of Grace Fel-
lowship Church in Lima and is a Marine Corp Vet-
eran.  Sophi Ridley will recite the Gettysburg Ad-
dress. 

 
GOMER SCHOOL ALUMNI BANQUET 

You are cordially invited to attend the 109th Gomer 
Alumni Dinner on Saturday, May 19, 2018 at the 
Gomer Congregational Church. Member $14 (in-
cludes buffet dinner and dues), Guests $11. for buf-
fet dinner. For more information call Joyce Lar-
imore 419-234-4220. 

 
Members present: Jim Siefker, Dan Larimore, Tom 
Evans, Marty Thomas, Bob Ritchey, Bryan Evans, 
Kathleen Carpenter, and Jim Wilder. 
     We were given an update on the brick work it 
will restart when weather permits.  
      Discussed sidewalks and front handicapped 
parking. After some discussion it was decided to re-
place sidewalk area in front of main doors and side-
walk across front. Trees on south end will be re-
moved. Old parking area will be removed and 
blacktop placed for handicapped parking only. No 
further discussions. Meeting adjourned. 
 

What makes a community great 
 

      In Acts 4:32-35, Luke describes the first Chris-
tians (not even yet called that) as having “every-
thing in common,” with no “needy person among 
them.”  
     Theologian Fred Craddock says the early church 
embodied both the Old Testament ideal and the 
Greek ideal, “which held that ‘for friends all things 
are common.’ Clearly, Luke is presenting the early 
church as the embodiment of both the Jewish and 
Greek ideal community in which unity and charity 
thrive.” 
 



 
 

Surprise! 
 

     “Each day holds a surprise,” wrote Henri 
Nouwen. “But only if we expect it can we see, hear, 
or feel it when it comes to us. Let’s not be afraid to 
receive each day’s surprise, whether it comes to us 
as sorrow or as joy.”  
     Wait — sorrow as a surprise? And I’m not to fear 
it? Aren’t surprises supposed to be happy things? 
What does Nouwen mean? 
     He continues: “It will open a new place in our 
hearts, a place where we can welcome new friends 
and celebrate more fully our shared humanity.” 
And I remember, too, the psalmist’s words: “The 
LORD is near to the brokenhearted” (Psalm 34:18). 
Maybe that’s the surprise in our sorrow: that when 
we ache, as when we celebrate, God is there — in 
new friends, in shared humanity. Surprise! 

—Heidi Mann 

 
 

Emily Siefker, 6710 W. State Road, Elida will be 
graduating Cum Laude from the University of 
Findlay on May 5. She will be receiving a Bachelor 
of Arts degree in Social Work. She is also a Phi Al-
pha Honor Society graduating member. This sum-
mer she will begin her Master’s of Social Work at 
the University of Toledo, obtain part time employ-
ment, and she will be getting married in August. 
Congratulations, Emily! 
 
“He departed from our sight that we might return 
to our heart, and there find him. For he departed, 
and behold, he is here.”—St. Augustine 

 

Thanks, Mom! 
 

     At his graduation, a young man tasked with giv-
ing a speech began reading from some notes. “I 
want to talk about my mother and the wonderful 
influence she had on my life,” he said. “She’s a 
shining example of parenthood, and I love her 
more than words can ever do justice.”  
     The graduate then paused, appeared to struggle 
a moment and looked up at the audience with a 
mischievous smile. “It’s really hard to read my 
mom’s handwriting,” he said. 

 

Pentecost petals 
 

     The Pantheon, dedicated in 126 A.D. as the 
home of ancient Roman gods, is now a Catholic ba-
silica. In a tradition dating back to the seventh cen-
tury, on Pentecost Sunday thousands of rose petals 
are dropped through the roof’s opening onto wor-
shipers below. The red petals symbolize the Holy 
Spirit descending on Jesus’ disciples, as well as the 
blood Jesus shed on the cross. 
     To accomplish this “rose rain,” five firefighters 
climb to the roof after mass. While the choir sings 
the ancient hymn Veni Creator Spiritus (“Come Cre-
ator Spirit”), firefighters empty seven bags of petals 
through the building’s 27-foot-wide oculus, or eye 
in the sky.  
      Only a fortunate few can witness this spectacu-
lar event in person each year, but videos are availa-
ble online.  
 

The power of Pentecost 
 

Before Pentecost the disciples found it hard to do 
easy things; after Pentecost they found it easy to 
do hard things. 

 



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!!! 

     The Ladies Tea 
sponsored by the 
Gomer Welsh Society 
will be Sunday, May 6 
from 3-5 PM at the 
Gomer Congrega-
tional Church. The 
theme this year is 

“Oh You Beautiful Doll” …a tribute to all dolls past 
and present. Bring your teacup! Young and old are 
encouraged to bring a favorite doll with you.  We’ll 
also have a Photo Op Area to take a picture. There 
will be items for a silent auction. Enjoy a short pro-
gram and light Refreshments! TICKETS are $8, Chil-
dren 2-5 years are $4. Tickets can be reserved by 
calling: the church office 419-642-2681, Joyce Lar-
imore (419 234 4220) Deb Thomas 419 230 4344                                                             

We also will have 2 tables to display “DOLLS 
THRU THE YEARS” If you have 1 even 2 dolls from 
your childhood or perhaps passed down in your 
family and would like to share for the afternoon 
please bring (and remember to take home with 
you!)  We would like to see Raggedy Ann/Andy, 
Betsy Wetsy, Dressy Bessie, Cabbage Patch, Tiny 
Tears, Shirley Temple Barbie & Friends, Bitsy 
Baby Disney Movie, American Girl, Gibson Ash-
ley-Drake ….and many more.   If you have an-
tique, porcelain or fabric dolls etc. that would be 
a treasure to share. 

 

 

 
 

                            Current Expense  Building 

April 1  91   $1265.  $20 
  Sunrise         31   $ 108. 
April 8  68   $2900.  $110. 
April 15  52   $1398.  $ 50. 
April 22  50          $2935.  $  0 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2230. 
 

Restart your heart 
 

     Pain and loss are inescapable on this earth; for-
tunately, the Great Physician specializes in fixing 
hearts. Our participation is vital to recovery, 
though, as Danny Gokey sings in “Tell Your Heart to 
Beat Again.” 
     The song was inspired by a pastor asking to 
watch a cardiac surgeon — one of his congregants 
— in action. When the doctor attempted to restart 
the patient’s heart after repairing it, the organ 
wouldn’t cooperate. The surgeon knelt to speak to 
his patient: “We have fixed your heart. We have re-
paired it. There is nothing wrong with your heart. If 
you can hear me, I need you to tell your heart to 
beat again.” And it did — because she did. 
     “You can get back up again,” says Gokey, who 
faced loss when his first wife died. “You can move 
forward with your life, and you don’t have to walk 
with a limp.” God has fixed our hearts, Gokey says, 
but we need to recognize that — and begin to hope 
again. 

 
Jameson Nolan Thomas was born April 24, 2018 at 
10:13pm to Jeff & Melissa Thomas. He weighed 
7lbs. 9 oz. and was 20 inches long. He has a big 
brother, Morgan and big sister, Genevee. Proud 
grandparents are Marty and Deb Thomas and 
great-grandparents Ross and Joan Thomas. Con-
gratulations to all! 
 

Decisions matter 
 

 Good and evil both increase at compound in-
terest. That is why the little decisions you and I 
make every day are of such infinite importance. 
The smallest good act today is the capture of a 
strategic point from which, a few months later, you 
may be able to go on to victories you never 
dreamed of. An apparently trivial indulgence in lust 
or anger today is the loss of a ridge or railway line 
or bridgehead from which the enemy may launch 
an attack otherwise impossible. 
—C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 



 
 
1  Jeanine (Martin) Dredge 

 

2  Shelby Crider 
    Miranda Goodman 

 

3  Jacqueline Martz 
 

4  Kaylin Wreede 
 

6  Joe Studer 
 

10 William Askins 
 

12  Abby May 
 

15  Rachel Roberts Baker 
     Jordan Martin 

 

16  Jeremiah Price 
 

17  Angie Siefker 
 

21  Barbara Cerne 
 

23  Mike Kohrn 
      Doug Siefker 
      Nancy Watkins 

 

24 Angie Walsh 
 

26  Helen L. John (91) 

30  Jeff Evans 
      Donna Martin 
 
Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 
 

 
18  Bob & Peg Grandbois 
24 Joan & Elwood Thomas (67) 
 

Special dates 
 
 
 
 

• National Day of Prayer, May 3 
• Ascension, May 10 
• Mother’s Day, May 13 
• Armed Forces Day, May 19 
• Pentecost, May 20 
• Victoria Day (Canada), May 21 
• Trinity Sunday, May 27 
• Memorial Day, May 28 
 

 
 

         

          +Christian Symbol+ 

  
Fleur-de-lis  

Because the fleur-de-lis resembles a lily — a 
symbol of purity — it is sometimes used to 
represent the Virgin Mary. Due to its three-
petal form, the fleur-de-lis also symbolizes the 
Holy Trinity 

 

Bible Quiz 

  
 
While in Jerusalem for Pentecost, people from 
many faraway lands miraculously heard the 
disciples preaching in their own native 
languages. Which of the following modern-day 
places was/were represented? 
 
A. Egypt  
B. Libya  
C. Crete  
D. Rome  
E. All of the above  
F. A, B and D  
Answer found later in newsletter. 



May 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 
  6:30pm Christian 

Education 
7:30pm Deacon & 
Deaconess 
meeting 

6:30pm Bells 
7pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study at 
Martha’s 
7pm Cub Scouts  

  

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
9am  
Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 
3pm Mother 
Daughter Tea 

 7pm  
Trustee meeting 

10am-  
Welsh Society  
6pm Shalom, 
6:30pm Bells 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study at 
Martha’s 
7pm Cub Scouts 
Ascension Day 

 6pm- Cub Scouts in 
Fellowship Hall 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
9am  
Sunday School 
10:15am Worship  
 
Mother's Day 

  6:30pm Bells 
7pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study at 
Martha’s 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at Uncle 
Al’s 
6:30pm Gomer 
Alumni Banquet 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
9am  
Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 
Confirmation 
Luncheon 
Pentecost 

 7pm Book Club 6:30pm Bells 
7pm Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study at 
Martha’s 

  

27 28 29 30 31   
9am  
Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 

9am Memorial 
Service at 
cemetery 
 
Memorial Day 

 6:30pm Bells 
7pm Boy Scouts 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study at 
Martha’s 
 

  

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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True victory 
  

 

In the early Christian church, especially in the East, it became 
customary to adorn the heads of the newly baptized with 
flower garlands. The practice was likely borrowed from secular 
society, in which such wreaths symbolized victory and joy. Just 
as the winners in sporting events wore wreaths to celebrate 
their triumphs, new Christians donned them to represent the 
“crown of life” promised to those who love God (James 1:12).  
 
In athletics, all participants must work hard and only one wins. But Christ won the 
victory of salvation and bestows it on us as a free gift. Even our ability to love God 
is a gift of the Holy Spirit. And there’s no limit to how many people can “win”!  

 

 
 


