
 

  

Our Thursday evening study group recently 
read a portion of “On the Incarnation” by 
St. Athanasius of Alexandria (296-373).  He 
concludes a section about Jesus death and 
resurrection by saying “For the race of men 
had gone to ruin, had not the Lord and Saviour of all, the Son 

of God, come among us to meet the end of death.”   
 
We are in the midst of our annual remembrance of Jesus’ suffering and resurrection on our be-
half.  We know from the very beginning of the scriptures that creation was not meant to expe-
rience death, but our sin yielded consequences which made death unavoidable.  But, as St. Paul 
reminds us “when the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a woman, born under 
the law, to redeem those under the law, that we might receive adoption to sonship. (Gal 4:4-5 
NIV)” God never wanted us to suffer alone, so he sent his Son to offer himself in our place and 
render death powerless because of his triumph over it.  And so, St. Paul again reminds us 
“"Death has been swallowed up in victory."  "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, 
is your sting?" (1Co 15:54-55 NIV)”   
 
There is a short hymn sung in Eastern Orthodox churches at Easter called the Paschal Troparion.  
It says “Christ is risen from the dead, trampling down death by death, and upon those in the 
tombs bestowing life!”  What I have always enjoyed about these words is the image of Jesus 
“trampling” death.  He didn’t simply resolve it or deal with it, he crushed it under his feet.  
Christ’s triumph over sin and death makes it possible to find forgiveness, hope, and eternal life 
with him. 
 
Friends, the resurrection of Jesus is the central event in our faith through which Jesus displays 
victory over that which held us captive.  I hope each of you has a wonderful Easter celebration 
as you remember in worship, and around your family table, how much Jesus loves you! 
 
Χριστὸς ἀνέστη!  Christ is Risen! 
 
Jim 
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April 1  Brooks and Janet Flinn   
   Brianna Jackson 
April 8  Deb & Marty Thomas    
   Bryce Ballard 
April 15  Jim & Susan Siefker    
   Kyle Smith 
April 22  Terri Barnes and Kathleen Carpenter 
   Makenna Jackson 
April 29  Willard & Betty Metzger 
   Seth Tadena 
May 6  Oren & Michele Long 
   Lexi Crider 
May 13  Dave & Pam Smith 
   Kyle Smith 
May 20  Angie Siefker & Katie Siefker 
   Brionna Jackson 
May 27  Brian & Rachel Baker 
   Bryce Ballard 
June 3  Larry & Deb Stewart 
   Kyle Smith 
June 10  Steve & Dina Tadena 
   Seth Tadena 
June 17  Bill & Pam Askins 
   Lexi Crider 
June 24  Cheyenne & Dian Ridley 
   Makenna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change. 
 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 
 
Boy Scout Troop and Pack 84 is working on a Ser-
vice Project. They would like to donate to Gomer 
Congregational Church a bench for the other side 
of our Brick Memory Garden. They need to collect 
500 lbs. of lids and caps in order to make the 
bench. Please bring your items to church and de-
posit them in the box near the office. A list of what 
is acceptable is below. 
Acceptable Caps and lids: 
Medicine bottle caps, milk jug caps, detergent caps, 
hairspray caps, toothpaste tube caps, deodorant 
caps, drink bottle caps, flip top caps (ketchup, mus-
tard etc.) spout caps (mustard), spray paint caps, 
ointment tube caps, caps with recycle numbers of 
2, 4, 5, cottage cheese lids, mayonnaise jar lids, yo-
gurt lids, peanut butter jar lids, ice cream lids under 
8’’ cool whip container lids, coffee can lids, cream 
cheese container lids, Prescription bottles labels re-
moved.  
A complete list is available including things that are 
not acceptable. You can pick one up in the church 
office. Thank you for your help!  

 

WHY WE NEED EASTER 
No one is exempt from tragedy or disappointment 
— even God was not exempt. Jesus offered no im-
munity, no way out of the unfairness, but rather a 
way through it to the other side. Just as Good Fri-
day demolished the instinctive belief that this life is 
supposed to be fair, Easter Sunday followed with 
its startling clue to the riddle of the universe. Out 
of the darkness, a bright light shone. … 
The cross of Christ may have overcome evil, but it 
did not overcome unfairness. For that, Easter is re-
quired, a bright clue that someday God will restore 
all physical reality to its proper place. 

—Philip Yancey, Disappointment With God 
 



 
 

Gordon Dewey Best 
March 26, 1928 - February 27, 2018 

     Gordon Dewey Best, 89, died on Tuesday, Feb-

ruary 27, 2018, at the Meadows of Kalida, Ohio.  

He was born March 26, 1928, in Vaughnsville, 

Ohio to the late Alfred Dewey and Edith (Horner) 

Best.  He is preceded in death by his wife of 46 

years, Doris (Blockberger), his brother Alfred, sister 

Norma Swan, and two step brothers, Bill and John 

Best.  

     He is survived by his brother Ronald of The Vil-

lages in Florida, his daughters Angela Best of Hol-

land, Ohio and Linda Gengenbacher of Bozeman, 

Montana.  Gordon is also survived by his special 

friend Monetta Lloyd of Gomer, Ohio.  He was 

blessed to have four grandchildren, Tony (Chris-

tina) and Alex Pizza, Derek (Lacee) and Amanda 

Gengenbacher, and three great grandchildren, 

Nickolas, Adeline and Deklan Gengenbacher. 

Gordon's relatives were among the original settlers 

in Putnam County and helped to drain the Black 

Swamp.  His lineage dated back to the Revolution-

ary War times, and he was a proud member of the 

Sons of the American Revolution. 

     "Gordie" loved to fish and even once in a while 

caught one.  The family spent many happy times in 

Michigan.  He had a great sense of humor, was a 

great story teller, and loved to play cards.  His 

grandchildren and great grandchildren were a great 

joy to him.  

     After the death of his wife, Gordon spent the rest 

of his days with the second love of his life, Monetta 

Lloyd.  They traveled and had all sorts of adven-

tures together.  Her family adopted him as well, so 

he was blessed by two families that loved him.  In 

addition, he had friends and neighbors, (the Ri-

denours) that cared about and for him in his later 

years. He was a member of the Gomer Congrega-

tional Church.  

 

 
 

Gordon Best 
Memorial Fund: Betty Rager, Tom & Wilma Evans, 
Willard & Sharon Nusbaum, Patricia Place & Family, 
Glen & Norma (Adams) Hayes, Lynn & Suzanne 
Metzger, Pat & Denny Miller, Barbara Frysinger, 
Pat Sharrits, Jean Best, Monetta Lloyd, Betty Fogt, 
Ronald & Veiva Best  
Organ Fund: Ross & Joan Thomas 
 

SPOILER ALERT! 
     In these days of DVRs and streaming program-
ming, it’s common courtesy to warn people before 
discussing a show’s plot or ending. How frustrating 
to inadvertently hear how a much-anticipated 
drama concludes! 
     Knowing how everything ends is a blessing for 
Christians, however. Jesus’ victory over death gives 
us hope and confidence for this life — and for the 
life to come.  
     “The church does not pretend … that it does not 
know what will happen with the crucified Jesus,” 
writes Thomas Hopko in The Orthodox Faith. “It 
does not sorrow and mourn over the Lord as if the 
church itself were not the very creation which has 
been produced from his wounded side and from 
the depths of his tomb. All through [Holy Week] 
services, the victory of Christ is contemplated and 
the resurrection is proclaimed.”  
Indeed, Jesus’ followers know how his story — and 
therefore our story — ends: in Easter life!  

 
 



MARK YOUR 
CALENDARS!!! 

     The Ladies Tea 
sponsored by the 
Gomer Welsh Society 
will be Sunday, May 6 
from 3-5 PM at the 
Gomer Congrega-
tional Church. The 
theme this year is 

“Oh You Beautiful Doll” …a tribute to all dolls past 
and present. Bring your teacup! Young and old are 
encouraged to bring a favorite doll with you.  We’ll 
also have a Photo Op Area to take a picture. There 
will be items for a silent auction. Enjoy a short pro-
gram and light Refreshments! TICKETS are $8, Chil-
dren 2-5 years are $4. Tickets can be reserved by 
calling: the church office 419-642-2681  Joyce Lar-
imore (419 234 4220) Deb Thomas 419 230 4344                                                             

We also will have 2 tables to display “DOLLS 
THRU THE YEARS” If you have 1 even 2 dolls from 
your childhood or perhaps passed down in your 
family and would like to share for the afternoon 
please bring (and remember to take home with 
you!)  We would like to see Raggedy Ann/Andy, 
Betsy Wetsy, Dressy Bessie, Cabbage Patch, Tiny 
Tears, Shirley Temple Barbie & Friends, Bitsy 
Baby Disney Movie, American Girl, Gibson Ash-
ley-Drake ….and many more.   If you have an-
tique, porcelain or fabric dolls etc. that would be 
a treasure to share. 

 
The Trustee Committee is currently taking bids for 
grounds keeper for the coming year. The job con-
sists of cutting the grass each week as necessary 
and cleaning up debris such as leaves, sticks, tree 
limbs, paper, cans etc. You can pick up a bid form 
in the church office. Deadline is April 9. 

 

I wish to thank everyone for beautiful cards, letters 
and phone calls made after the death of my good 
friend, Gordon Best. Also, thanks to those that 
made donations to the memorial fund. Gordon and 
I always felt that this money goes to the church and 
used for many good projects. Your kindness will not 
be forgotten. Thank you!  

Monetta Lloyd 
 

Thank you so much to everyone that helped make 
the St. David’s Day Dinner a great success. If you 
baked a pie or bazaar item, bought tickets, helped 
make noodles, worked during the dinner. We so 
appreciate your help. We really could not do it 
without all your help! 

Shalom Circle 
 

Betty Rager’s son, Ben Rager has been diagnosed 
with health issues and son-in-law Larry Wiech has 
cancer. Since she is so faithful in sending us cards, 
let’s send her a note of encouragement. 

Addie will be going back for her 4th cancer check, 
the week end of Easter. The previous 3 were cancer 
free. Addie is the great-
granddaughter of Gor-
don Best. Addie just 
turned 5 and lives in 
Bozeman, Montana. 
The whole family came 
out to spend a week 
with Gordie before he 
passed away. The fam-
ily wishes to THANK 
everyone that sent 
prayers for Addie.  God 
heard and spared this 
little girls life!!    



 
                                            
Dear Family, 

    The Elida Middle School Honor Roll was finally 

released.  Congratulations to Bryce Ballard and 

Lexi Crider in 6th grade and Brionna Jackson in 7th 

for making the honor roll 

     Happy birthday to Monetta Lloyd who will be 

celebrating her 88th birthday. 

     The latest health up-dates:  Diane Wilder is 

home but has developed another infection.  After 

being in ICU at OSU hospital, Jeff Martin is now 

home under hospice care.  Brooks Flinn is 

improving at Otterbein.  Carolyn Dyke is home 

where she continues to receive therapy. Though still 

trying to regain her strength, Martha Britt is back 

playing the organ, for which we are very happy.      

     The small group of Shalom, with help from other 

members of our family, had another successful St. 

David's Day dinner.  They served around 220 

dinners.  The Shalom is the last remaining of the 

seven ladies' groups of our church.  As mentioned in 

a previous newsletter, the Ladies Loyal League was 

the oldest group, started in 1894.  The pattern over 

the years seems to have been that as the members of 

the one group grew older, the younger ladies in the 

church felt the age difference was too large, so they 

started another group for women their age.   The 

Sunshine Class was started in 1916.  An even 

younger group of ladies started the YWCC (Young 

Women's Congregational Circle) in 1918.  In 1943 

the Ladies Loyal League and the Sunshine Class 

merged to form the LSCS (Ladies Society of 

Christian Service).  The Pollyanna Class was the 

next group, followed by Fidelis, and now Shalom.  

The May 2016 newsletter listed some of the many 

contributions the first two groups made to the 

church and community. There will be more about 

the next groups and their contributions in future 

newsletters.  Hopefully the Shalom is not the last of 

ladies' groups in our church. 

     Please continue to keep us informed about your 

activities, awards, and honors. 

Great--Aunt Grace 

 
Kathleen Carpenter’s phone number has been 
changed to  617-378-7060. 

 
Congratulations to Kaila (Roberts) and 
James Scurek on the birth of their beautiful and 
healthy baby girl, Lila Louise Scurek.  She was born 
March 14 at 10:42 p.m. They live in Ashmore, Illi-
nois. Proud grandparents are Linette Roberts 
and Roger Roberts and great-grandmother, Janice 
Branham. 

 
                            Current Expense  Building 

March 4  41   $1340.  $120. 
March 11    $ 785.  $ 50. 
March 18 53   $1440.  $ 30. 
March 25 70   $ 802.  $ 0 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2230. 

 

Making the common sacred 
     First Corinthians 10:31 (ESV) reminds us, 
“Whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do 
all to the glory of God.” Author E.M. Bounds de-
scribes this mind-set as a “spirit of devotion” that 
“puts God in all things … not merely in our praying 
and churchgoing.” 
     He writes: “The spirit of devotion makes the 
common things of earth sacred and the little things 
great. With this spirit of devotion, we go to busi-
ness on Monday directed by the very same influ-
ence, and inspired by the same influences, by 
which we went to church on Sunday. The spirit of 
devotion makes a Sabbath out of Saturday and 
transforms the shop and the office into a temple of 
God.”  

tel:617-378-7060


 
1    Bryan Evans 
2    Sue Wannemacher 
      Richard Alger 
3    Sue Grusenmeyer 
4    Terri Barnes 
6     Richard Bok 
7     Brock Burden 
9     Carol Fitzgerald 
       Cynthia Neubert 
       Brigitt Roberts 
       Emily Siefker 
       Christopher Thomas 
12    Katie Siefker 
15    Joe Siefker 
        Darlene Herriott 
        Brice Freed 
        Betty Fogt 
16    Suzanne Metzger 
17    Brent Lloyd 
        Ethan Roberts 
18    Debora Reichert 
22    Brionna Jackson 
        Jeanette Frysinger 
        Amy Garman 
        Andrew Griesdorn 
23    Monetta Lloyd 
        Pat Kohrn 
        Tara Fisher 

24    Keisha Larimore 
25    Steve Tadena 
        Virginia Bok 
        Kathleen Larimore 
        Madison Nicklaus 
        Chad Schwatzengraber 
27    Matthew Metzger 
        Pam Evans 
28    Janet May 
29    Jennifer Nichols 
        Kenzie Koontz 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 
 

 
17 Lisa & Michael Coonfare 

Nancy & Keith Sparks 
22 Richard & Mary Alger 
 Mike & PatKohrn 
25 Jim & Susan Siefker 
29 Heather & Dana Koontz 
 

Special dates 
 

Easter Sunday, April 1, 2018 
Administrative Professionals Day, 
April 25, 2018 

 

 

 
 

Christian Symbol 
Phoenix — According to ancient 
legend, the phoenix lived for 500 
to 1,400 years (depending on the 
version of the myth), at which 
time it would set its nest ablaze 
and be consumed in the flames. 
After three days the bird would be 
reborn and was said to repeat this 
cycle, “rising from the ashes” 
again and again. Early Christians 
saw in the phoenix a symbol of 
Jesus’ resurrection and of eternal 
life. 

 
Bible Quiz 

In John 10, what metaphor does 
Jesus use to describe himself? 
A. “I am the gate …” 
B. “I am the good shepherd …” 
C. Both A and B 
D. Neither A nor B 

Answer:  (See John 10:9, 11.) 

Misery be gone! 
On the Sunday after Easter, 
some churches celebrate “holy 
humor.” Laughter is a gift from 
God, who wants us to be 
joyful. A happy disposition is 
also an effective — and 
infectious — way to share our 
faith. 
“I cannot think that when God 
sent us into the world, he had 
irreversibly decreed that we 
should be perpetually 
miserable in it,” said John 
Wesley. “If … taking up the 
cross [implies] bidding adieu 
to all joy and satisfaction, how 
is it reconcilable with what 
Solomon expressly affirms of 
religion, that ‘her ways are 
ways of pleasantness, and all 
her paths are peace’?” 
(Proverbs 3:17, KJV) 

 
 



April 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
7am-Sunrise 
Service 
Breakfast 
10:15am 
Worship 
April Fool's 
Day 
Easter 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm-Bells 
7pm- 
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
9am- Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

7pm- 
Stewardship 
Committee 
meeting 

7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

10am- Welsh 
Society 
6:30pm-Bells 
7pm- 
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6pm- Shalom 
6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9am- Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

  6:30pm-Bells 
7pm- 
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
6pm- Cub 
Scouts in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9am- Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 
Earth Day 

 7pm- Book 
Club 

6:30pm-Bells 
7pm- 
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

 Noon to 5 
Fellowship 
Hall Reserved  

29 30      
9am- Sunday 
School 
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 
Eagle Scout: 
Noah Parrish 

      

 
Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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Easter is eternal 
 
If Easter means anything to modern man, it means that eternal truth is eternal. You may nail it to the 
tree, wrap it up in grave clothes and seal it in a tomb. But truth crushed to earth shall rise again.  
 
Truth does not perish. It cannot be destroyed. It may be distorted. It has been silenced temporarily. It 
has been compelled to carry its cross to Calvary’s brow … but with an inevitable certainty, after every 
Black Friday dawns truth’s Easter morn. 

—Donald H. Tippet 
 


