
 

  GOD’S CONVERSATION HEARTS 
 

 Those familiar conversation hearts that show up every Feb-
ruary can be more than just trite romantic or friendly sayings. Use 
them to remind you — or to teach a child — of the greatest love 
of all: God’s love for us, which empowers our love for others. For example: 
 

♥ TRUE LOVE: What love is truer than giving up one’s only Son so people 
might have everlasting life? (John 3:16). 

♥ BE MINE: Jesus knows us intimately, as a shepherd knows his sheep. No 
one can snatch us from him (John 10:27-29). 

 ♥ FOREVER: God loves us with an “everlasting love” (Jeremiah 31:3). 

 ♥ LOVE ME: The greatest commandment is to love God with our whole  
being (Luke 10:27). 

♥ TRUST ME: “Let not your hearts be troubled.” We can count on Jesus, 
now and for eternal life (John 14:1-3). 

 ♥ SWEET TALK: God’s words are sweeter than honey (Psalm 119:103). 

♥ BE GOOD: We show our love for Christ by keeping his commands (John 
14:15). 

♥ CALL ME: God longs to be in fellowship with us. We can talk to him any-
time in prayer (Jeremiah 33:3). 

♥ FRIENDS: The greatest love involves laying down your life for your friends 
(John 15:13) — precisely what Jesus did. 

 ♥ #1: “We love because [God] first loved us” (1 John 4:19). 
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February 4 Louie & Jan Siefker    
   Seth Tadena 
February 11 Dan & Keisha Larimore   
   Lexi Crider 
February 18 Jeff and Mary Weis    
   Brianna Jackson 
February 25 Janet Alger and Carol Sunderland 
   Bryce Ballard 
March 4  Tom and Wilma Evans    

Kyle Smith 
March 11 Marty and Deb Thomas   
   Makenna Jackson 
March 18 Don and Darlene Montooth  
   Seth Tadena 
March 25 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
   Lexi Crider 
April 1  Brooks and Janet Flinn   
   Brianna Jackson 
April 8  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
April 15  Jim & Susan Siefker    
   Kyle Smith 
April 22  Terri Barnes and Kathleen Carpenter 
   Makenna Jackson 
April 29  Willard & Betty Metzger 
   Seth Tadena 
May 6  Oren & Michele Long 
   Lexi Crider 
May 13  Dave & Pam Smith 
   Kyle Smith 
May 20  Angie Siefker & Katie Siefker 
   Brionna Jackson 
May 27  Brian & Rachel Baker 
   Bryce Ballard 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change. 
 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.   

 

The Gomer Congregational Church Annual Meeting 
will be held Sunday, February 25, 2018 immedi-
ately following the worship service. Please plan to 
attend. 

 
We will be making noodles for St. David’s Day Din-
ner on February 3 and February 17 at 9am. Come 
join us for laughter and fellowship while making 
noodles. Bring your knives and rolling pins! 

 

 



2018 Lenten Evening Services Schedule  
(All services start at 7:00 P.M.) 

 

DATE  CHURCH    PREACHING 
 

Feb. 14 South Side Christian   Rev. Joshua Andrews 
Feb. 18 Westside United Methodist,  

      Rev. Todd Cosart 
Feb. 25  Gomer Congregational  

  Rev. Bruce Tumblin 
March 4    Immanuel United Methodist 

     Pastor Terri Haithcock 
March 11  Market Street Presbyterian   

       Rev. Dr. David Brown 
March 18   First Evangelical & Reformed  
            Pastor Jim Wilder 
March 30 (Good Friday) First Baptist  
Other participating clergy: Rev. Ellen Brown, Rev. 
Dottie Kaiser, Rev. Wanda Werking 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY PRAYER 
Merciful God, you called us forth from the dust of 
the earth; you claimed us for Christ in the waters of 
baptism. Look upon us as we enter these Forty 
Days bearing the mark of ashes, and bless our jour-
ney through the desert of Lent to the font of re-
birth. May our fasting be hunger for justice; our 
alms, a making of peace; our prayer, the chant of 
humble and grateful hearts. 

—Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers 
 

THE LIMITED POWER OF ASHES  
“The cross, with which the ashes are traced upon 
us, is the sign of Christ’s victory over death,” wrote 
Thomas Merton. “The words ‘Remember that thou 
art dust and that to dust thou shalt return’ are not 
to be taken as the quasi-form of a kind of ‘sacra-
ment of death’ … It might be good stoicism to re-
ceive a mere reminder of our condemnation to die, 
but it is not Christianity.” 
 

Perhaps we should structure Ash Wednesday wor-
ship with the imposition of ashes early on. Then 
their dusty symbolism can be supplanted by the 
forgiveness-flavored bread and wine of Holy Com-
munion. Yet even if the service you attend is laid 
out differently, remember that ashes mark you 
only temporarily. Jesus’ resurrection — and the 
empty cross of victory — assures you already of ev-
erlasting life, which begins now. 
 

 
The Welsh Society Annual Meeting will be held on 
March 18, 2018 in the Fellowship Hall at the Gomer 
Congregational Church at 1:00pm. Please contact 
Mary Alger 419-642-3243 for reservations. Cost is 
$10 per person. 
 

A HEAVENLY FOCUS 

“Why are not our hearts continually set on 
heaven?” asks 17th-century pastor and author Rich-
ard Baxter. Focusing on heaven stirs our faith, 
guards against temptation, eases suffering and 
makes us an encouragement to others, Baxter says. 
He urges: “Bend thy soul to study eternity, busy 
thyself about the life to come … and let not those 
thoughts be seldom and cursory, but bathe thyself 
in heaven’s delights.” 
 

MY POEM 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

May you find peace and joy in your life 
Only you can make this so 
No one knows you any better  
Erase the torment of woe 
 

Tired of struggling with strife 
Take your problems to the Lord 
All will be so much better 
Love and contentment will be poured 
 

Look “up”, in all you do 
Open up your heart with gladness 
You will find a much happier person 
Deed like this will bring less sadness 



 
Dear Family, 

     It's time for an update on our prayer list.  Let's 

start with the good news: Carolyn Dyke has 

returned to her home.   Ron Smith's radiation 

treatments are finished.  Now the latest additions to 

the list. Diane Wilder, Pastor Jim's mother, is in St. 

Vincent's hospital in Toledo.  She had two 

emergency surgeries.  Martha Britt is home 

following a stay in OSU hospital where she had 

been flown from St. Rita's because of complications 

that developed following an ablation in early 

January, and for pneumonia.  She is gradually 

improving but needs 24-hour care.  Brooks Flynn is 

in St. Rita's undergoing therapy for serious health 

issues.  He deteriorated while the doctors looked for 

a diagnosis, which was finally made.  He is slowly 

improving, but has a long way to go to regain his 

strength.  After a stay in the hospital, Gordon Best is 

at The Meadows at Kalida.  Linda Martz-Traynor is 

in the hospital following surgery.  Steve Tadena is 

on the prayer list because he has been sent to Puerto 

Rico to help restore power. 

     Congratulations to Ellen Sunderland who just 

graduated from Case Western, and is now a Nurse 

Practitioner.  She will be working at the Cleveland 

Clinic. 

     Congratulations to Cody Ewing.  He was 

selected to be one of only 20 people selected from 

the 13 counties in the Black Swamp Council of 

scouts to attend the National Order of the Arrow 

Conference.  It is Scouting's 2nd largest national 

event.  Over 10,000 Arrowmen from across the 

nation come.  It is a 6-day conference.  The Order 

of the Arrow is Scouting's National Honor Society.  

It honors those scouts who "best exemplify the 

Scout Oath and Law in their daily lives" and who 

encourage others to live that way.  The scout must 

be chosen by a vote of his Troop.  It is a special 

honor then to be selected to attend the National 

Conference.    

     Happy 86th birthday to Willard Metzger. 

     Did you know?  1938 was the first time a 

program was held following the St. David's Day 

dinner. 

         If any of you have old church annual reports, 

programs from old church events, information about 

our ancestors or the church, would you please share 

them with me.  Please give them to Susan, and we 

will make copies and return the originals to you.  

Thank you. 

Great--Aunt Grace 

  
Join us on Sunday, February 11 following the wor-
ship service for a luncheon served by the Christian 
Education Committee! The menu is: Chicken Cor-
don Blu, green beans, salad, roll and assorted des-
serts. 

10 BIBLICAL WAYS TO LOVE 
1.  Listen without interrupting. “To answer be-

fore listening — that is folly and shame” 
(Proverbs 18:13). 

2. Speak without accusing. “Be quick to listen, 
slow to speak and slow to become angry” 
(James 1:19). 

3. Give without selfishness. “The righteous 
give without sparing” (Proverbs 21:26). 

4. Pray without ceasing. “We have not 
stopped praying for you” (Colossians 1:9). 

5. Answer without arguing. “Better a dry crust 
with peace and quiet than a house full of 
feasting, with strife” (Proverbs 17:1). 

6. Share without pretending. “Speaking the 
truth in love, we will grow to become in 
every respect the mature body of … Christ” 
(Ephesians 4:15). 

7. Enjoy without complaining. “Do everything 
without grumbling or arguing” (Philippians 
2:14). 

8. Trust without wavering. “[Love] always pro-
tects, always trusts, always hopes, always 
perseveres” (1 Corinthians 13:7). 

9. Forgive without punishing. “Forgive as the 
Lord forgave you” (Colossians 3:13). 

10. Promise without forgetting. “A longing ful-
filled is a tree of life” (Proverbs 13:12). 

—From various websites; all Scriptures NIV 



 
 
Boy Scout Troop and Pack 84 is working on a Ser-
vice Project. They would like to donate to Gomer 
Congregational Church a bench for the other side 
of our Brick Memory Garden. They need to collect 
500 lbs. of lids and caps in order to make the 
bench. Please bring your items to church and de-
posit them in the box near the office. A list of what 
is acceptable is below. 
Acceptable Caps and lids: 
Medicine bottle caps, milk jug caps, detergent caps, 
hairspray caps, toothpaste tube caps, deodorant 
caps, drink bottle caps, flip top caps (ketchup, mus-
tard etc.) spout caps (mustard), spray paint caps, 
ointment tube caps, caps with recycle numbers of 
2, 4, 5, cottage cheese lids, mayonnaise jar lids, yo-
gurt lids, peanut butter jar lids, ice cream lids under 
8’’ cool whip container lids, coffee can lids, cream 
cheese container lids, Prescription bottles labels re-
moved.  
A complete list is available including things that are 
not acceptable. You can pick one up in the church 
office. Thank you for your help! 
 

 “WHAT DO I HAVE?” 
What do I have, Lord, that you would need me as a 
servant? 
Eyes, he said,  
       to see the beauty in all that I’ve made —   
       and my children as they travel life’s highway. 
Hands, he said,  
       to reach out and touch hurting souls, 
       to give a hug or encouraging pat on the back.  
Feet, he said,  
       to lead my children through this world of strife  
       and to help them run from sin and follow me.  
Mouth, he said,  
       to lift up your voice and sing praises to me  
       so others may hear the joy in your heart.  
Ears, he said,  
       to listen to my still, small voice of love 
       and to hear my children when they cry for help. 

Heart, he said, 
      so you may know the full love of my Spirit 
       and love my children as I have loved you.  
                                                              —Thomas Butler 
 

 
Robert E. Buettner 

May 29, 1930 – November 7, 2017 
Memorial Fund: Barbara Frysinger  
 

Elmer Ed G. Branham 
November 12, 1935 – October 8, 2017 

Memorial Fund: Barbara Frysinger 
 

 
Please join us in expressing Christian sympathy to 
Monetta Lloyd and her family. Her brother Wilton 
E. Bushong passed away January 3, 2018.  

 
We need your help for the St. David’s Day Dinner 
and Bazaar! Shalom Circle only has 7 active mem-
bers! It takes approximately 42 pies and 8 cakes to 
serve with the dinners. If you can help bake there is 
a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board outside the 
church office or call the church office 419-642-2681 
and Susan can let you know what is needed and 
sign you up! If you can make bazaar items just drop 
them off before 3:30pm March 3. We can also use 
help with the serving and clean up on the day of 
the dinner. Please call Hope Diller or the church of-
fice if you can help or have questions.  



   
 

The Annual Meeting for Pike Run Cemetery 
will be held Saturday, February 17 at 10am in the 
church library. 
 

MARRIED FOR A MISSION 
Jesus’ command to seek first God’s kingdom (Mat-
thew 6:33) is a key component of successful, God-
honoring marriages, writes Gary Thomas in A Life-
long Love (David C. Cook). In fact, Thomas says be-
ing “married for a mission” can renew many unions 
in which partners think they’re merely incompati-
ble. “My suspicion is that many of these couples ac-
tually suffer from a lack of purpose,” he writes. “Je-
sus’ words given to individuals in Matthew 6:33 are 
perhaps even truer in marriage. When we give 
away our life, we find it. When we focus outside 
our marriage, we end up strengthening our mar-
riage.” 
 

 
The Annual St. David’s Day Dinner will be Saturday, 
March 3, 2018 serving from 4:30 to 6:30pm. The 
menu is baked steak or chicken, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, green beans, homemade noodles, ap-
plesauce or coleslaw, rolls, beverage and home-
made desserts. The cost is $8 for adults and $4. for 
children to age 10. The tickets will be $8.50 or 
$4.50 at the door. If you would like to purchase a 
ticket, call or come to the church office 419-642-
2681. There will be a music program following the 
dinner at 7pm in the sanctuary. 
 

 
                            Current Expense  Building 

Jan. 7   47   $923.  $ 80 
Jan. 14  51   $1289.    0 
Jan. 21  43   $ 373.  $10 
Jan. 28  51   $1333.    0 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058. 
 

A REPENTANT HEART 
Until we taste the bitterness of our own misery, we 
will never relish the sweetness of God’s mercy. Un-
til we see how foul our sins have made us, we will 
never pay our tribute of praise to Christ for wash-
ing us. … If you would know the heart of your sin, 
then you must know the sins of your heart! 

—William Secker 
 
Women's Fellowship purchased a 4 slice toaster for 
the kitchen.  Hopefully, it will be useful for Coffee 
Café or for any meals that are being prepared in 
the Fellowship Hall! 

Hope Diller 
 

 
I wish to thank those that remembered me after 
the death of my brother, Wilton Bushong. I appre-
ciate your thoughtfulness. 

Monetta Lloyd 
 

 



IN AWE OF GOD 

     A feel-good gospel is attractive but not trans-
formative, writes Michael Yaconelli in Dangerous 
Wonder (NavPress). “The nice, nonthreatening God 
needs to be replaced by the God whose very pres-
ence smashes our egos into dust, burns our sin into 
ashes, and strips us naked to reveal the real person 
within. A healthy, childlike fear should make us 
more in awe of God than we are of our govern-
ment, our problems, … our doctrines and agendas, 
or any of our other earthly concerns.” 
     Yaconelli urges Christians “to become people 
whose God is big and holy and frightening and gen-
tle and tender and ours; a God whose love fright-
ens us into his strong and powerful arms where he 
dares to hold us in his terrifying, loving presence.” 
 

 
  The Lincoln Highway Association will meet here in 
the fellowship hall on Tuesday, February 13. Dinner 
will be provided at 6pm and a program will follow 
at 7pm. The speaker is Linda Baker and her pro-
gram is about Women involved with the Lincoln 
Highway. Public is invited. 
 

MEETING NEEDS 
     “My neighbor’s material needs are my spiritual 
needs,” said 19th-century theologian Israel Sa-
lanter. In other words, when someone else suffers 
hunger and poverty, when people endure a natural 
disaster and lack shelter, when another human be-
ing is sick or injured — in all such cases, God calls 
us to action. And God knows that whatever we do 
to meet those material needs will meet our spir-
itual needs at the same time.  
     It might be our spiritual need to expand our ho-
rizons into neighborhoods, cultures or situations 
where we’re uncomfortable. We might need to 
grow in love for people different from us. By serv-
ing others, we might find our own sagging spirits 
nurtured with a sense of well-being or even joy. 
And as we reach out to help, surely we’ll notice 
others doing the same thing, and our spiritual need 
for renewed faith will be met.—Heidi Mann 

 
On Sunday, February 18 we will be receiving new 
members into the congregation. 

 
The Nut Sale was a great success! Profits will be di-
vided between The Boy Scouts and The Food Bank. 
Thanks to all who purchased nuts. 
 

A REPENTANT HEART    
Until we taste the bitterness of our own misery, we 
will never relish the sweetness of God’s mercy. Un-
til we see how foul our sins have made us, we will 
never pay our tribute of praise to Christ for wash-
ing us. … If you would know the heart of your sin, 
then you must know the sins of your heart! 

—William Secker 

IN ALL HIS GLORY  
 On the Sunday before Ash Wednesday, many 
Christian churches celebrate the Transfiguration of 
Our Lord. After telling his shocked, uncomprehend-
ing disciples that he would die and rise again, Jesus 
took Peter, James and John up a mountain. Sud-
denly Jesus appeared to be glowing! “He was trans-
figured before them, and his face shone like the 
sun, and his clothes became white as light” (Mat-
thew 17:2, ESV). 
 Moses and Elijah appeared, and a voice said, 
“This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well 
pleased; listen to him” (verse 5). Jesus’ disciples fell 
to the ground, overcome by fear. But Jesus 
touched them, told them not to be afraid and led 
them down the mountain.  
 The disciples witnessed firsthand the glory and 
Godhood of Jesus, who would soon die for the sins 
of the world and rise again to give us life. 
 



 
 
1 George Diller 

Cheryl Craig 
   Lisa (Regula) Meyer 

 
2 Makenna Jackson 

 
3 Katie Sunderland 

Marnee Smith 
 

4 Jim Schwartzengraber 
 

5 Nick Siefker 
 

12 David Walters 
 

13 Rob Barnes 
Willard Metzger 

 
18 Bob Ritchey 

 
20 Lexi Crider 
 
21 Kevin Christlieb 
 
23 Alivia Page 

Scott Bushong 
 

27 Andrea Frank  

 
6     Charles & Carol Fitzgerald 
11   Chuck & Robbin 
Schmersal 
14    Brice & Joyce Freed 
 

Special dates 

• African-American History 
Month 

• Transfiguration of Our 
Lord, February 11, 2018 

• Ash Wednesday, 
February 14, 2018 

• Valentine’s Day, 
February 14, 2018 

• First Sunday in Lent, 
February 18, 2018 

• Presidents Day, 
February 19, 2018 

• Second Sunday in Lent, 
February 25, 2018 

 

 
Christian Symbol 

Lark — Birds became 
prominent in Christian art 
during the Medieval and 
Renaissance eras. The lark 
came to symbolize the humility 
of the priesthood because it 
flies high and sings only when 
flying upward. 
 

 
  



February 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
    6:30pm 

Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 

Groundhog 
Day 

9am Making 
Noodles 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9am 
 Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 

 6:30am- 
Christian 
Education  
7:30pm 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-Boy 
Scouts 
7:30pm-  
Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 
7:30pm 
Shalom Circle 

  

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9am 
 Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 
11:30am 
Luncheon 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Lincoln's 
Birthday 

6pm Lincoln 
Highway 
Assoc. 
meeting 
7pm  
Trustee 
meeting 
Mardi Gras 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm Ash 
Wed. Service 
at Southside 
7pm-Boy 
Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir  
Valentine's 
Day 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 

 9am Making 
Noodles 9-
Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
10am 
Cemetery 
meeting 
6pm Cub 
Scouts 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9am 
 Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 
7pm Lenten 
Service 

 
 
 
 
 
President's 
Day 

 6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-Boy 
Scouts 
7:30pm-  
Choir Practice 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts  
 
Washington's 
Birthday 

  

25 26 27 28    
9am 
 Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am 
Worship 
7pmLenten 
Service here 

 7pm  
Book Club 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-Boy 
Scouts 
7:30pm-  
Choir Practice 
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OUR NEW HOME 
 

A preacher who had always feared death felt powerless to comfort others who were 
facing it. Toward the end of his life, he moved to another house. When all the furniture 
had been packed, he lingered in the home where he’d 
raised his children and prepared many sermons. An 
assistant interrupted those reflections by saying, 
“Everything’s gone, sir, but the new house is better than 
this one. Come away.”  
 
The preacher never forgot this lesson. God has prepared 
for his children a home infinitely better than earth — 
“an eternal house in heaven, not built by human hands” 
(2 Corinthians 5:1, NIV).  
 

 


