
 

 First, thank you very much to 
those who sent cards, gifts, and 
sweet treats over the last several 
weeks.  I’ll just push my diet a lit-

tle farther into 2018.  😊 
 

New Year celebrations are common in most cultures, though sometimes their cel-
ebrations may not match up with our Gregorian calendar.  In the Old Testament, 
God tells the Jewish people to hold an annual New Year celebration by keeping a 
day of rest and sounding the trumpet (called a shofar, typically made of a ram’s 
horn).  This holiday is called Rosh Hashanah and occurs in fall, 10 days before Yom 
Kippur, the Day of Atonement.    In addition to blowing the shofar, another cus-
tom is to eat apples dipped in honey, while reciting the following prayer:  May it 
be Your will, Lord our God and God of our ancestors that you renew for us a good 
and sweet year.   
 

This custom makes me think of Psalm 119:103, “How sweet are your words to my 
taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth! (NIV)”  Two times in the Bible, God asks 
a prophet to literally eat his word.  Ezekiel 3:3 says, “Then he said to me, "Son of 
man, eat this scroll I am giving you and fill your stomach with it." So I ate it, and it 
tasted as sweet as honey in my mouth. (NIV)”  John is asked by an angel to do a 
similar thing in Revelation 10:10.  In both cases, God’s word tasted “sweet as 
honey.”   
 

I wonder how often we think of God’s word to us as “sweet.”  So often I fear we 
look at the Bible as a set of rules and judgments instead of as God’s desire to 
show his people how to live in a relationship with him.  In this new year, I would 
challenge you to immerse yourself in, and contemplate the Scriptures as the 
“sweet” word of God that they are – messages from the God who created, re-
deemed, and loves us! 
  

Wishing you all a safe, happy, and sweet 2018! 
 

Jim 

                   The Assistant Pastor  
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January 7 Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 
   Brianna Jackson 
January 14 Kiel and Emily Diller    
   Bryce Ballard 
January 21 Jeff and Donna Martin   
   Kyle Smith 
January 28 Bob and Deb Ritchey    
   Makenna Jackson 
February 4 Jim and Susan Siefker    
   Seth Tadena 
February 11 Tim and Joyce Larimore   
   Lexi Crider 
February 18 Jeff and Mary Weis    
   Brianna Jackson 
February 25 Janet Alger and Carol Sunderland 
   Bryce Ballard 
March 4  Tom and Wilma Evans    

Kyle Smith 
March 11 Marty and Deb Thomas   
   Makenna Jackson 
March 18 Don and Darlene Montooth  
   Seth Tadena 
March 25 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
   Lexi Crider 
April 1  Brooks and Janet Flinn   
   Brianna Jackson 
April 8  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
April 15  Louie and Jan Siefker    
   Kyle Smith 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change. 
 

A new you 
The object of a New Year is not that we should 
have a new year. It is that we should have a new 
soul and a new nose; new feet, a new backbone, 
new ears, and new eyes. Unless a particular man 
made New Year resolutions, he would make no res-
olutions. Unless a man starts afresh about things, 
he will certainly do nothing effective. 
—G.K. Chesterton 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 

We will resume on January 7th, 2018.  

 
Come back to Christmas 

     When January comes along, we can continue 
that sense of comfort and warmth that comes at 
Christmas by returning to the Christmas story, 
which gives us two great promises: God under-
stands you, and God can redeem you.  
     I encourage people to make it a point to reread 
the Christmas story every month, and allow Christ-
mas to be Christmas every month. We need to 
keep coming back to it.  —Max Lucado, Publishers 
Weekly interview 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.   
 

Resolve to “be there” 

Let our New Year’s resolution be this: We will be 
there for one another as fellow members of hu-
manity, in the finest sense of the word. 
—Goran Persson 



Epiphany 
wonder 
Today the Magi 
gaze in deep won-
der at what they 
see: heaven on 
earth, earth in 
heaven, humanity 
in God, God in hu-

manity, one whom the whole universe cannot contain now 
enclosed in a tiny body. As they look ... their symbolic gifts 
bear witness: incense for God, gold for a king, myrrh for one 
who is to die. —Peter Chrysologus (5th century) 

 

The Gomer Congregational Church Annual Meeting 
will be held Sunday, February 25, 2018 immedi-
ately following the worship service. Please plan to 
attend. 
 

Prayer for a new beginning 
Dear Lord, touch me with your Spirit of truth so I 
may be honest about my sins and failures. Forgive 
me for treating your covenant lightly and at times 
ignoring it completely. Help me truly seek and 
know forgiveness for all the hurts I’ve caused, for 
harboring ill will and for any hardness of heart I 
may have. Please renew a right spirit within me 
that I may become more Christ-like and that my life 
may daily reveal your love and light. In your name. 
Amen. 

 

 
All Annual Reports need to be in the office no later 
than January 16, 2017. Please don’t put it off. If you 
don’t need bank statements could you please turn 
them in earlier? You will receive a reminder in the 
mail soon. Thank you! 
 

 
 

Robert E. Buettner 
May 29, 1930 - November 7, 2017 

Memorial Fund: Gordon Best, Nancy & Steven 
Grannis, Janice Branham, Janet & Brooks Flinn 
 

 
 

I would like to thank the members of Gomer 
church for all the wonderful book bags, gloves and 
hats that were donated for the students of Herit-
age Elementary School. We have already been able 
to give students in need many of these items. 
Thank you so much for thinking of the students and 
providing us with items many of our students do 
not have. From the staff and students we say Thank 
You! 
Blessings, 
Stacy Barker, Principal 
 
 

 



The freedom of  
forgiveness 

 

Martin Luther King Jr. 
called forgiveness “a 
permanent attitude,” 
as opposed to “an oc-
casional act.” Main-
taining a forgiveness 
mind-set leads to 
peace and freedom. 
Author and pastor Max 
Anders experienced 
that freedom in semi-
nary. After cheating on 
a Hebrew final, he was 

distraught and confessed his sin to God and the 
professor. “I felt deeply cleaned. Pure. Holy,” An-
ders writes in 21 Unbreakable Laws of Life. “I 
wanted to laugh and cry at the same time. I wanted 
to run and jump and dance. The burden was lifted. 
… I was free!” 
By contrast, he writes, “If we don’t ask for for-
giveness when we wrong someone, we lose our 
moral authority; the debris of sin begins to accu-
mulate in our hearts, choking our conscience …. 
Others know when we sin against them, and if we 
don’t make it right, it hurts our reputation as well 
as God’s.” 

 
Katherine Ann Knoderer and Zachary Cole Shaffer 
Were United in Marriage here at Gomer Congrega-
tional Church, Gomer, Ohio on Saturday November 
18, 2017 at  1:30 PM.   

  
Remember to keep moving in the winter months! 
The church is open for anyone that would like to 
come and walk the halls for exercise! Seven round 
trips from north to south door and back equals a 
half mile. Come walk in a safe, warm place. 
 

 
During the morning worship on Sunday, December 
24, we welcomed Gracelynn Dane Garman into 
God’s kingdom and our congregation through Holy 
Baptism. Gracelynn was born November 21, 2017 
to Adam & Amy Garman. She has a big sister, 
Gabby. Her godparents are Allison Doerter, and Da-
vid & Suzie Sharp. Her grandparents Tim & Joyce 
Larimore, Greg & Robin Garman. We rejoice at Gra-
clynn’s rebirth through water and the Word! 

 
We will be making noodles for St. David’s Day Din-
ner on Saturday, January 13, January 27, February 
3 and February 17 at 9am. Come join us for laugh-
ter and fellowship while making noodles. Bring 
your knives and rolling pins! 

 
                            Current Expense  Building 

Dec. 3  66   $1223.  0 
Dec. 10  74   $1628.  $50. 
Dec. 17  65   $2139.   0 
Dec. 24  70   $1817.  $5. 
   107   $ 416.    0 
Dec. 31   30   $675.    0 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058. 

 
On Sunday, February 18 we will be receiving new 
members into the congregation. If you are inter-
ested an informational meeting will be held at 9am 
on Sunday, January 21. 



 
Three questions 

There’s a tale of a traveling priest who was con-
fronted by a soldier in pre-revolutionary Russia. Ri-
fle in hand, the soldier barked, “Who are you? 
Where are you going? Why are you going there?” 
Instead of answering, the priest asked how much 
the soldier was paid — and offered double if the 
soldier would challenge him with those three ques-
tions each day as he passed by. 
Those three important questions can guide us on 
our journey through the brand-new year ahead. 
For Christians, thankfully, the answers are clear:  

• Who are you? “I’m a child of God!”  

• Where are you going? “I’m going out into 
the world!” 

• Why are you going there? “I’m going out of 
love for Jesus, who died for me!” 

Place these questions and answers in a spot where 
you can see them each day. Then go forward confi-
dently, knowing “whose” you are and what your 
purpose is.  
 

The Coming New Year 
By Monetta Lloyd 

The holidays are just a memory 
And now we begin a New Year 
This would be a good time 
To make a resolution so sincere 
 

It seems that New Year resolutions 
Are made, only to break 
This is one resolution 
That would be easy to make. 
 

This could be a joyful occasion 
To make some changes in your life 
Set your goal on a new path 
One that would be free of strife 
 

Be happy in all that you do 
Show your kindness everywhere 
It will make your life happier 
And burdens much easier to bear. 

 
Please join us for a game night on Saturday, Janu-
ary 13 at 5pm. Bring your favorite card or board 
game, a snack and a beverage.  

 
Dear Family, 
       Happy New Year!  I hope everyone had a joyous 
Christmas.  Because of the busy times of the 
holiday, few have had time to share family news.   
     Congratulations to Codey Ewing who was the 
top grapefruit seller for Elida's FFA. 
     Happy birthday to Virginia Evans who will be 
celebrating her 92nd, and to Joan Thomas and 
Betty Vandemark, celebrating their 86th. In our 
middle years we women don't like to admit our 
age, but in our later years we are proud to admit 
that we have made it this far.  Of course we expect 
that admittance to be followed by the response, 
"My, you look much younger than that!" 
     January is the doorway to a new year.  In fact, 
the word January comes from the Roman 
mythological figure, Janus, who was the guardian of 
portals.  My wish for all of you is that as you pass 
through the door into a new year, you may find 
many blessings and the comfort of God's presence 
and guidance. 

         Great--Aunt Grace 

 
Please join us in expressing Christian sympathy to 
Peg Heil and her family. Her son Phillip Heil passed 
away on December 8th from a short but tough bat-
tle with pancreatic cancer. He was 64. 

   



 
BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 Martha Britt 
Marna Clevenger 
Carla Olds 

 

2 Jim Metzger 
 

6 Joan Thomas 
Laura Knoderer 

 

7 Beth Spain 
 

8 Steve Evans 
Mark Fogt 

 

9 Pam Smith 
Bill Jenkins 

 

11 Leanndra Price 
Michele Long 

 

13 Keri Evans 
Andrew Clevenger 
 

14 Wendy Eley 
Linda Whittington 

 

15 Sandy Schwartzengraber 
Deb Ritchey 

16 Caryn Robinson 
Janel Olds Scurlock 
Amy Erickson 

 

19 Daniel Brown 
 

20 Wesley Walsh 
 

22 Virginia Evans 
 

24  Florence Bok 
 

26 Betty Vandemark 
 

27 Tracy Frank 
 

30 Julie Born 
Bill Williams 

 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 

In Welsh: Happy Birthday to you! 

 

 
1 

Jeremy & Monica Price 
 

Special dates 
• New Year’s Day, January 1, 2018 

• Epiphany, January 6, 2018 

• Baptism of the Lord, January 7, 2018 

• Martin Luther King Jr. Birthday 
Observance, January 15, 2018 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, January 18-

25, 2018  



January 2018 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 New Year's 

Day 
6:30pm 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm 
Deacons & 
Deaconess 
meeting 

6:30pm Bells 
7pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 

  

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9am Sunday 
School & 
Coffee 
10:15am- 
Worship 

 7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

10am  
Welsh Society 
6:30pm Bells 
7pm  
Boy Scouts 
 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 
7pm Budget 
meeting 
7:30pm 
Shalom 

 9am- Noodles 
6pm  
Game Night 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
9am Sunday 
School & 
Coffee 
10:15am- 
Worship 

Martin Luther 
King Day 

 6:30pm Bells 
7pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
11:30-4pm 
Fellowship 
Hall Reserved 
6pm Cub 
Scouts in F.H 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9am Sunday 
School & 
Coffee 
10:15am- 
Worship 

7pm- 
Church 
Council 

7:00pm 
 Book Club 

6:30pm Bells 
7pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm  
Cub Scouts 

 9am- Making 
Noodles 

28 29 30 31    
9am Sunday 
School & 
Coffee 
10:15am- 
Worship 

  6:30pm Bells 
7pm  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

   

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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A penguin “parable” 
 
During storms, emperor penguins huddle for warmth, taking turns at the center and on the perimeter 
of the group. While incubating eggs, up to 6,000 male 
penguins have been observed clustering for shelter against 
the harsh Antarctic winter. Partially grown chicks gather in 
protective “crèches” (French for “cribs”); often surrounded 
by a colony of adults, these groupings ward off predators and 
cold. 
 
In stormy times, humans also need supportive groups; we 
can’t survive alone. A church family allows us to take turns 
giving and receiving care. Amid social upheaval, injustice, 
illness, natural disaster and any loss or crisis, God invites us 
to gather for protection and warmth. In the church 
community, we support and strengthen one another and are 
empowered to go out again into the less-sheltered world. 

 


