
 

 The November edition of Christianity To-
day contains an article titled “What Does 
the Lord Require of You:  Micah’s Most 
Beloved Verse is More Than a Spiritual To-
Do List.”  The article was written by Mark 
Gignilliat, a professor at Beeson Divinity 
School in Birmingham, Alabama.  The article is based on Mi-
cah 6:8, “He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And 

what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with 
your God (NIV).”  Gignilliat suggests that this verse is not intended to simply be a list of actions 
to mark complete, but rather when God’s people recognize their identity as his people it leads 
them to act as he desires.  He writes, “A reflective walk with God in light of our redemption 
leads to the good.”  He concludes the article by stating: 
  

Micah 6:8 is not cause for self-righteous finger pointing or public acts of civil service 
leading to warm embraces of self-congratulation.  Rather, Micah’s most famous verse is 
a lover’s call to the grace of reflection and repentance, to a life shaped from beginning 
to end by the grace of God shown to us in Jesus Christ. 

 
In this season, as we reflect on the Advent promises from the prophets and recall the humble 
birth of our Savior, the need for reflection on our identity is appropriate.  The mystery of the 
incarnation always marvels me.  God squeezed himself into a human person – he became one 
of us to serve and save us.  Reflecting on our identity as one of God’s beloved sons or daughters 
is one of the main goals of the Advent and Christmas season.   
 
We have likely all heard stories about how the message of Christmas brings out the good in 
people.  We might not all have a transformation as significant as Ebenezer Scrooge, but the 
message of peace found at Christmas has the ability to bring out the best in people.  So, why 
not ponder it deeper.    Remember that “A reflective walk with God in light of our redemption 
leads to the good.”  Let the message of the newborn Messiah lead you to “act justly and to love 
mercy and to walk humbly with your God.”   
 
May God bless each of you and your families with a Christmas filled with peace and joy! 
 
Jim 
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Dec. 3  Aaron and Lori Crider    
   Lexi Crider 
Dec. 10  Jeff and Melissa Thomas   
   Makenna Jackson 
Dec. 17  Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil 
   Seth Tadena 
Dec. 24  Tom and Wilma Evans    
   Brianna Jackson 
Dec. 31  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
January 7 Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 
   Brianna Jackson 
January 14 Kiel and Emily Diller    
   Bryce Ballard 
January 21 Jeff and Donna Martin   
   Kyle Smith 
January 28 Bob and Deb Ritchey    
   Makenna Jackson 
February 4 Jim and Susan Siefker    
   Seth Tadena 
February 11 Tim and Joyce Larimore   
   Lexi Crider 
February 18 Jeff and Mary Weis    
   Brianna Jackson 
February 25 Janet Alger and Carol Sunderland 
   Bryce Ballard 
March 4  Tom and Wilma Evans    

Kyle Smith 
March 11 Marty and Deb Thomas   
   Makenna Jackson 
March 18 Don and Darlene Montooth  
   Seth Tadena 
March 25 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger  
   Lexi Crider 
April 1  Brooks and Janet Flinn   
   Brianna Jackson 
April 8  George and Hope Diller   
   Bryce Ballard 
April 15  Louie and Jan Siefker    
   Kyle Smith 
If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
You are all invited to an open-house visit at the 
parsonage on Sunday evening December 3rd from 
6 to 8pm. Everyone is welcome.  Refreshments and 
good company will be available.  It's a perfect time 
to get to know your pastor and church family. 
 

Our greatest need 
 

If our greatest need had been information,  
God would have sent us an educator.  
 

If our greatest need had been technology,  
God would have sent us a scientist.  
 
If our greatest need had been money,  
God would have sent us an economist.  
 
If our greatest need had been pleasure,  
God would have sent us an entertainer.  
 
But our greatest need was forgiveness and ac-
ceptance, so God sent us a Savior.  
      Author unknown 
 

The great date debate 
 

In Lessons of Christmas (Xulon Press), Daniel Armah 
notes that ancient scholars expressed more than 
130 opinions about Jesus’ actual birthdate, cover-
ing every month of the year. “Even with a debata-
ble date,” he concludes, “the blessing of Christmas 
is obvious.” 
Likewise, our Christmas celebrations aren’t dimin-
ished by the possible timing of Jesus’ birthday with 
secular festivals. “If December 25th was chosen to 
rival other pagan worship activities … for want of a 
real date,” Armah writes, “then that decision has 
been successful. Indeed those ancient pagan festi-
vals have all been swallowed up, and Christianity 
has been growing since.” 
 



 

     GOMER — Robert E. "Bob" Buettner, age 87, 
died at 4:13 am, Tuesday, November 7, 2017, at 
Riverside Methodist Hospital, Columbus, Ohio. He 
was born on May 29, 1930, in Delphos to Edward 
H. and Opal (Dunlap) Buettner. They both preceded 
him in death. 
On September 3, 1950 he married Eloise M. Ad-
ams. She preceded him in death August 26, 2012. 
He married Nancy Monfort Sidey on June 11, 2016, 
and she survives. 
Bob is survived by a son, Dennis (Cynthia) Buettner 
of Marysville; two daughters, Janice (Jeffrey) Phe-
neger of Murfreesboro, TN, and Mary (Jeff) Weis of 
Gomer; a step-daughter, Patricia (Spencer) Clum of 
Spencerville; a step-son, William (Bobbie) Sidey of 
Spencerville; 17 grandchildren, 16 great grandchil-
dren and 3 great great grandchildren. He is also 
survived by his sister, Wanda (Kenneth Smith) 
Heffner of Rockport, and his brother, Darrell (Jill 
Renner) Buettner of Lima. 
He was preceded in death by two sisters, Carolyn 
Sue Adam and Lois Barth. 
Bob was a graduate of Gomer High School, class of 
1948. He retired from the former Scot Lad Foods, 
Lima. He was a member of Gomer Congregational 
Church and had served on the Pastoral Relations 
Committee. Bob was the advisor for the Gomer 
Easy Riders 4-H club. Bob loved horses his whole 
life, farming with them, riding them and training 
them. He enjoyed fishing and bowling, and telling 
stories to friends and family. 
Pastors Jim Wilder and Wanda Werking officiated, 
with burial to following at Carmen Cemetery, 
Gomer. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Gomer 
Congregational Church Memorial Fund or Donor's 
Choice. 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.   
 

God with us 
God comes to us across this brief and wondering 
season, tracing the ways of pain and song. Sharing 
beyond all rhyme or reason, this long year’s dark-
est days. ’Til we can face his radiant bearing in the 
stable place of peace.—J. Barrie Shepherd

The Service of Holy Communion will be observed 
on Sunday, December 17 during the worship ser-
vice. 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob 
Alger, - Vancrest, 
1425 E. Fifth St. Del-
phos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 
Bussert Rd., Elida, 
OH 45807 
 
 

 
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  
 

 
 



 
The Children of the church will be performing a 
program during the worship service on Sunday, De-
cember 10. 

 
Our Christmas Eve service will be Sunday, Decem-
ber 24 at 10pm. It will be a traditional service with 
carols, scripture and candles. This Christmas season 
help spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. So 
many people need to hear some Good News. 
Please invite them to join us! All are welcome to 
come and bring your family, friends and neighbors 
to celebrate the coming of the light of the world 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! May God’s Bless-
ing be upon you and yours this Christmas Season!  
 
The Welsh Society would like to invite everyone to 
the Welsh Museum, which will be decorated for 
Christmas, on Sunday, December 3 from 4-6pm. 
This special opening is just before the Parsonage 
Open House. We will also be open Sunday, Decem-
ber 10 from1:30 to 4pm. The museum will then be 
closed for the winter and will reopen in the Spring. 

We wish to thank all that at-
tended our luncheon before 
the Gymanfa on October 1. 
We had a wonderful turn out. 
We would also like to thank all 
that served, donated or 
helped us on that busy day. 
Volunteers make community 
projects successful. 
Officers of the Welsh Society 
 

 

Sunday School Christmas program on December 
10th. We will be practicing during Sunday School 
on December 3rd and 10th. We will also have re-
hearsal on Saturday December 9th at 10:00am. Af-
ter rehearsal we will be making an ornament and 
decorating Christmas cookies. We should be fin-
ished by noon. Also, there will be no Sunday School 
on December 24th or 31st. We will resume on Jan-
uary 7th. Have a Merry Christmas.  
 

 
Congratulations! We had 3 of our youth compete in 
the Meals ‘til Monday 5k or Half Marathon on Sat-
urday, October 28. Shelby Crider placed first in the 
female age 15-19 and Sophi Ridley place second. TJ 
Martin placed second in the male age 15-19.  
Our Stewardship Committee members had a water 
station on Bussert Road for the Half Marathon Rac-
ers. Thanks to Cheyenne Ridley, Sandy Schwartz-
engraber, Katie Siefker and Angie Siefker for volun-
teering the Gomer Congregation for this great local 
charity. We hope we can get more volunteers and 
participants next year for this great cause! 

 
 



 
Dear Family, 
     Congratulations to all the following young 
members who made the honor rolls in their 
schools:  Bryce Ballard & Lexi Crider (6th)/ Brionna 
Jackson (7th); Seth Tadena (9th); Codey Ewing, Will 
Nusbaum, & Leanndra Price (10th grade); Amelia 
Page (11th); Madison Nusbaum, Alexis Price, 
Kaitlyn Price, & Sophi Ridley (12th).  We're proud of 
how well our young members do academically in 
school and college. 
     Happy 94th birthday to Winona Brigode.   
     In last month's letter I listed our family who have 
been, and are, educators.  I'm sorry I missed a 
member, Janel Olds Scurlock, an elementary school 
principal in Wyoming.   
     As we end the year, it is time for an update on 
our prayer list. Carolyn Dyke continues to be in the 
hospital.  Bill Williams is home after a surgery.  
Helen John has moved to assisted living at Van 

Crest.  Peg Heil is still having some health 

problems.  Larry Weich is temporarily off chemo 

treatment.  Bud Barnes received a good report on 

his latest scan.  Jeff Martin is still fighting infection.  

Larry Stewart was at Cleveland Clinic for tests.  

Codey Ewing is doing well in school, but still has 

some lingering effects of his fall. Ron Smith is 

having radiation treatments for facial cancer. 

     Hope & George Diller and Deb & Marty Thomas 

deserve a big "Thank You" for our beautifully 

decorated church at Christmas.  It is hard work, and 

takes almost a whole day to do this decorating.  If 

you see any of them, let them know their work is 

appreciated. 

     Have a joyous and blessed Christmas. 

                                         Great--Aunt Grace 
 

 

 

 
Robert E. Buettner 

May 29, 1930 - November 7, 2017 
Memorial Fund: Willard & Betty Metzger, Ronald & 
Carol Zugay, William F Miller & Assoc., Jim & Jean 
Campbell, Tom & Wilma Evans, Bill Parsons, Scott 
& Deborah Lloyd, Nancy Pheneger, Pat Sharrits, 
Wanda Werking, Monetta Lloyd, Willard & Sharon 
Nusbaum, Linda Whittington, Tom & Mary Doerter, 
Don & Darlene Montooth, Jackie Degen, Doris 
Buettner  
Organ Fund: Ross & Joan Thomas  

 

 
If you would like to formally join The Gomer Con-
gregational Church membership, call the church of-
fice 419-642-2681 or see Pastor Jim. 
 

 
 

Thank you so much for giving you time on an early, 
cold Saturday morning to serve water to the 2017 
half marathon participants. Your time was so ap-
preciated and you met a huge need that day. We 
are grateful for your willingness to join us that day!  
       Many thanks! 

Meals ‘til Monday 
 

 



 
You can start saving your receipts from Chief Su-
permarket! Just deposit them in the baskets and 
we will take care of the rest. 

 
Congratulations to Adam & Amy Garman they are 
the proud parents of a new baby girl, Gracelynn 
Dane, born November 21, 2107 at 6:13pm. She 
weighs 6 pounds 12ounces. According to Grandma 
she looks just like her big sister Gabby! Proud 
grandparents are Tim and Joyce Larimore. 
 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 
Oct. 29  60   $1300.00  $10. 
Nov. 5  74  $2564.96  $20. 

Nov. 12 69  $1209.00     0   
Nov. 19 52  $ 731.62  $10. 

Nov. 26 68  $ 937.00  $20. 

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058. 

  
Remember to keep moving in the winter months! 
The church is open for anyone that would like to 
come and walk the halls for exercise! Seven round 
trips from north to south door and back equals a 
half mile. Come walk in a safe, warm place. 

 
 

The Stewardship and Missionary Committee will be 
collecting unwrapped toys for the local Toys for 
Tots campaign. Please place a new unwrapped toy 
under the Christmas tree in the sanctuary or in the 
box by the water fountain by Sunday, December 
10. 
 

“As good as done” 
 

Upon the birth of the one who’d become known as 
John the Baptist, his father, Zechariah, praised God. 
Zechariah broke his nine-month inability to speak 
with these words: “Blessed be the Lord God of Is-
rael, for he has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. He has raised up a mighty savior 
for us in the house of his servant David, as he 
spoke through the mouth of his holy prophets from 
of old” (Luke 1:68-70, NRSV). 
Notice how Zechariah describes God’s actions as if 
they had already happened! In Good News of Great 
Joy, John Piper writes, “Nine months earlier, Zecha-
riah could not believe his wife would have a child. 
Now, filled with the Holy Spirit, he is so confident 
of God’s redeeming work in the coming Messiah 
that he puts it in the past tense. For the mind of 
faith, a promised act of God is as good as done.” 

 

 
Our weekly Bible Study continues at Martha Britt’s. 
We meet on Thursdays at 7:00. Please come and 
join us at 6:30 for coffee and Bible study will follow 
at 7. We will take a break for two weeks starting 
December 21. We hope to see you there. 

 



Everlasting joy 
 

In a Chicken Soup for the Soul sampler, Karen Asire 
tells of a particularly difficult Christmas after her 
husband left and began divorce proceedings. As Ka-
ren and her three young children set up their tree, 
she fought tears and secretly tucked aside certain 
ornaments, such as one announcing “Our First 
Christmas Together.” 
Several days later, a neighbor stopped by with a 
gold decoration proclaiming JOY. “We’ve hung this 
ornament on our tree for several years,” she ex-
plained, “but this year we wanted you to have it.” 
When Asire hung it on the tree and stepped back, 
“all the other ornaments seemed to fade into the 
background, and all [she] saw was the shimmering 
gold of the JOY ornament.” She allowed herself to 
cry then, grateful for the reminder that amid grief 
and heartache, God’s love shines.  
Pain fades in time, while God’s Christmas gift — Je-
sus — brings joy that lasts forever. 

 
The giver 

 

Many Christian families struggle with what role — 
if any — Santa Claus should play in their Christmas 
celebrations. No matter what you decide, it’s fasci-
nating to know the history of the real-life St. Nicho-
las. 
Born about 270 A.D., Nicholas was a bishop in 
Myra, or modern-day Turkey. In the year 325, he 
was part of the Council of Nicaea, which produced 
the Nicene Creed.  
Nicholas, known for his generosity, often gave 
away his money anonymously. According to tradi-
tion, he secretly provided dowries for the three 
daughters of a bankrupt merchant. Nicholas threw 
two bags of gold through open windows and 
placed the third in a stocking hanging by the fire-
place to dry. Thus began the Christmas tradition of 
placing gifts in stockings. 
St. Nicholas is quoted as saying, “The giver of every 
good and perfect gift has called upon us to mimic 
God’s giving, by grace, through faith, and this is not 
of ourselves.” 
 

 
 



 
1 Alexis Price 
   Kaitlyn Price 
 

5 Missy Griesdorn 
   Hannah Bass 
 

7 Sharon Nusbaum 
 

8 Deborah Rice 
 

13 Ann Knoderer 
     Logan Thomas 
 

14 Kadin Koontz 
 

15 Joyce Larimore 
     Winona Brigode 
 

16 Don Thomas 
 

20 Madison Nusbaum 
 

21 Peg Walters 
     Monica Wreede 
 

22 Jeff Thomas 
 

23 Brian Knoderer 
 

27 Bill Erickson 
     Robbin Schmersal 
 

29 Tim Larimore   

   
12 Lynn & Suzanne Metzger 
14 Tammy & Dallas Jackson 
18 Dina & Steve Tadena 
27 Mike & Kelly Richards 
 

Special dates 
 

First Sunday of Advent, December 3, 2017 
Second Sunday of Advent, December 10, 2017 
Third Sunday of Advent, December 17, 2017 
First day of winter, December 21, 2017 
Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 24, 2017 
Christmas Eve, December 24, 2017 
Christmas Day, December 25, 2017 
New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31, 
2017 
 

Christian Symbol 
 

Branch (Tree) of Jesse 
Isaiah used the image 
of a new tree growing 
from what appears 
dead to foretell God’s 
redemption of Israel: 
“A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit” 
(Isaiah 11:1, NIV). During Advent, this 
prophecy assures us of the coming of the 
Messiah, descended from King David, and thus 
his father, Jesse.  

A holiness 
invasion 

 

“Advent” 
means 
“coming,” of 
course, and the 
promise of 
Advent is that 
what is coming 
is an unimaginable invasion. The mythology of 
our age has to do with flying saucers and 
invasions from outer space, and that is 
unimaginable enough. But what is upon us 
now is even more so — a close encounter not 
of the third kind but of a different kind 
altogether. An invasion of holiness. That is 
what Advent is about. 

—Frederick Buechner, The Clown in the Belfry 
 

Bible Quiz 
 
After Mary learned she was pregnant with 
God’s Son, what relative — also miraculously 
pregnant — did she go visit? 
 
 A. Esther 

B. Elizabeth 
C. Anne 
D. Anna 

 
Answer: (See Luke 
1:39-40.) 

 
 

 



December 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9am- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am- 
Worship 
4-6pm 
Museum 
6-8pm  
Open House 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at 
Britt’s7pm- 
Cub Scouts 

 10am 
Children’s 
Program 
Practice 
6pm- Cub 
Scouts in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
9am- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am- 
Worship 
1:30-4pm 
Museum 
5pm- Shalom 

 7pm-  
Trustee 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at Britt’s 

 8am Kitchen 
Reserved 
9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9am- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

  6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9am-  
Coffee Hour 
10:15am- 
Worship 
10pm Service 
Christmas 
Eve 

Christmas 7pm-  
Book Club 

Youth Group    

31       
9am-  
Coffee Hour 
10:15am- 
Worship 
New Year's 
Eve 

      

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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Greatest worth 

 
He came a babe of lowly birth. 

He was God’s Son of greatest worth. 
We, like the angels, sing with mirth 
because God sent his Son to earth 
to ransom us and claim our worth. 
Praise God this babe of lowly birth! 

—MaryAnn Sundby 
 

 

 


