
 

 First of all, a big thank you to everyone 
for your cards, gifts, and kind words 
during pastor appreciation month.  
Please know that I appreciate all of you 
as well! 
 

When I was pastor of the Union Chapel Church of God 
near Bryan, the custom of the local ministerial association 
was that the new guy had the job of preaching the com-
munity Thanksgiving service.  I chose not to fight the sys-

tem and shared the message that year at Trinity Lutheran Church.  I did, however, require that 
the reception afterward be upgraded from cookies to pie.  I stand by that decision!   
 

I have misplaced the text of my sermon from that day and I can’t even recall what scripture text 
I used.  All I can remember is the title, which was “What My Vacuum Cleaner Taught Me About 
Thanksgiving.”  At the time I was living in an apartment slightly larger than a postage stamp and 
it didn’t seem to me all that necessary to vacuum quite as often as I probably should have.  I 
also had about the cheapest Hoover one could purchase which seemed to always need a belt 
tightened or a seal fixed before I could use it.  The point of my illustration was this:  in order to 
appreciate something it has to work and you have to use it.  I have since upgraded vacuums and 
my frequency of use and level of appreciation have both increased.   
 

It’s a silly example, but I believe the point is true.  In order to appreciate something, it has to 
work and you have to use it.  There’s an Old Testament phrase found in many Psalms, hymns, 
and prophecies.  It is “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  His love endures forever.”    It’s 
repeated many times and has several variations, but it’s repetition, especially in the Psalms, 
makes my point.  One example, from Psalm 107 says “Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; 
his love endures forever.  Let the redeemed of the LORD tell their story-- those he redeemed 
from the hand of the foe, those he gathered from the lands, from east and west, from north 
and south. (Psa 107:1-3 NIV)”  God has redeemed you, remember it and tell people about it.  
Doing so expresses to them how thankful you are.  God’s grace is meant to be used.  Accept his 
love and forgiveness – it will make you truly grateful. 
 

So, this Thanksgiving, as you share with family and friends, remember all the good God has 
done for you and enjoy it!  “Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good.  His love endures forever.” 
 

Giving thanks to God for each of you, 
 
Jim 

                   The Assistant Pastor  

                  November 2017          Volume 59 Number 10  
     

                                                          Gomer Congregational Church            
November  2015                                                                            Volume 57 Number 10    Gomer Congregational Church                                                                                                         

7350 Gomer Rd. 
Gomer, OH 45809  
419-642-2681 
gomercc.org 
pastor@gomercc.org   
 secretary@gomercc.org  
                                               

../../../../../../../../images/search


 
Nov. 5  Rod and Nancy Watkins   

   Bryce Ballard 

Nov. 12  Steve and Dina Tadena   

   Seth Tadena 

Nov. 19  Jenni Martin and Janet Alger  

   Brianna Jackson 

Nov. 26  Dan and Keisha Larimore   

   Kyle Smith 

Dec. 3  Aaron and Lori Crider    

   Lexi Crider 

Dec. 10  Jeff and Melissa Thomas   

   Makenna Jackson 

Dec. 17  Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil 

   Seth Tadena 

Dec. 24  Tom and Wilma Evans   

   Brianna Jackson 

Dec. 31  George and Hope Diller   

   Bryce Ballard  

If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
Please join us every Sunday for coffee and snacks 
at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall. Volunteers are 
needed for serving and preparing. 

 
Thanks to everyone who helped in any way to 
make the 100th Gymanfa Ganu such a huge suc-
cess! There were 308 people in attendance to hear 
the beautiful sound fill the sanctuary! 

 
On Sunday, November 5, 2017 we will observe All 
Saints/All Souls Day during our morning worship 
service at 10:15am. We remember our loved ones 
that now have become a part of the church trium-
phant. Our members who we lost this past year: 
Doreen Alice (Felser) Knoderer 
 December 8, 1931 – November 5, 2016 
Richard Carlyle Arthur  

May 28, 1926 – January 24, 2017 
Bradley Ray Martz    

June 1, 1964 – February 7, 2017 
Lillian Rupel 
 August 19, 1919 – February 20, 2017 
Glen Sandy 
 June 30, 1930 – March 25, 2017 
Sarah Elizabeth Arthur 

December 6, 1925 – March 5, 2017 
Donabelle Victoria (Irvin) Crider 
September 13, 1923 – July 2, 2017 

 

Everyday saints 
Everyday things, relationships with other people, 
daily work, love of our family — all these may 
breed saints.  
Jesus of Nazareth taught us to live every hour of 
the day as saints. Every hour of the day is useful 
and may lead to divine inspiration, the will of the 
Father, the prayer of contemplation — holiness. 
Every hour of the day is holy. What matters is to 
live it as Jesus taught us.  
And for this, one does not have to shut oneself in a 
monastery or fix strange and inhumane [regimens] 
for one’s life. It is enough to accept the realities of 
life. Work is one of these realities; motherhood, 
the rearing of children, family life with all its obliga-
tions are others.  

—Carlo Carretto, Letters From the Desert  
 

The Service of Holy Communion will be observed 
on Sunday, November 1 during the worship service. 



The Dead Church 

     A new pastor in a small Midwestern town spent 
the first four days making personal visits to each of 
the members, inviting them to come to his first ser-
vice. 
     The following Sunday, the church was all but 
empty. Accordingly, the pastor placed a notice in 
the local newspapers, stating that because the 
church was dead, it is everyone’s duty to give it a 
decent Christian burial. The funeral would be held 
the following Sunday afternoon, the notice stated. 
     Morbidly curious, a large crowd turned out for 
the “funeral.” In front of the pulpit, they saw a 
closed coffin, smothered with flowers. After the 
pastor delivered the eulogy, he opened the coffin 
and invited his congregation to come forward and 
pay their final respects to their dead church. 
     Filled with curiosity as to what would represent 
the corpse of a “dead church”, all the people lined 
up to look into the coffin. Each “mourner” peeped 
into the coffin then quickly turned away with a 
guilty, sheepish look. 
     In the coffin, tilted at the correct angle, was a 
large mirror! 
                                     Obituary 
Our church was saddened to learn this week of the 
death of one of our most valued members, Some-
one Else. 
Someone’s passing creates a vacancy that will be 
difficult to fill. Else has been with us for many years 
and for every one of those years, Someone did far 
more than a normal person’s share of work. When-
ever there was a job to do, a class to teach, or 
meeting to attend, one name was on everyone’s 
list, “Let Someone Else do it.” Whenever leadership 
was mentioned, this wonderful person was looked 
to for inspiration as well as results, “Someone Else 
can work with that group.” 
It was common knowledge that Someone Else was 
among the most liberal givers in the church. When-
ever there was a financial need, everyone just as-
sumed Someone Else would make up the differ-
ence. 
Someone Else was a wonderful person, sometimes 
appearing superhuman. Were the truth be known, 
everybody expected too much of Someone Else. 
Now Someone Else is gone! We wonder what we 
are going to do. 
Someone Else left a wonderful example to follow, 

but who is going to follow it? Who is going to the 
things Someone Else did? 
When you are asked to help this year, remember—
we can’t depend on Someone Else anymore. 
Submitted by Brian Knoderer 

 

     Kathleen Carpenter has learned Craig's (Boston) 
wife, Kate, had a great-grandmother (Emma Lewis), 
whose family came from Merthyr Tydfil Glamorgan-
shire, South Wales. 
     Parents of Emma Lewis: 
Father - David James Lewis. Born 9/10/1854. Died 
4/14/1914. 
Mother - Mary Jones Lewis. Born 8/4/1859 in Cepn, 
South Wales. Died 7/5/1937. 
     Children of David and Mary Lewis: 
Evan and James and Elizabeth (twins) born in South 
Wales. Ruth, David and Albert born at Pigeon Run in 
Stark County, Ohio. 
Emma born on Oct. 4, 1891. She is pictured sitting 
on her Mother's lap. 
Olwen Novella was 8th child born to David and Mary 
Lewis. 
     Emma Lewis only spoke Welsh and lived in Massil-
lon, where Susan's (granddaughter of Emma and 
Kate's Mom) Dad was raised. Emma died in 1971. 
 

 
November 5, 2017 



   
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 

a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 

your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 

419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.  

 
For those who are unable to attend, our Sun-
day Worship Services are audio recorded each 
week and are available online. Visit gomercc.org 
and midway down the page, under "Welcome!" 
you can find a link that says "click here to listen to 
recordings of our Sunday worship services."  This 
will direct you to our YouTube channel where all 
the recordings are stored. 
 

 
For the month of November, Stewardship & Mis-
sionary committee is collecting unwrapped toys for 
the local Toys for Tots campaign. They will also 
continue to take donations of hats and gloves to 
give to the area schools. The hats, gloves, and toys 
can all be placed in the box in the hallway through 
the end of November!  

 
Thank you, veterans! 

On Veterans Day, we honor men and women 
who’ve served and sacrificed in one of America’s 
armed services.  
On November 11, 1918, America and her allies 
signed a truce with German leaders, ending World 
War I. In 1919, President Wilson decided the 
United States should remember with gratitude the 
end of that war and honor military members by 
marking Armistice Day, or “truce” day. In 1954, 
Congress changed the name to Veterans Day, hon-
oring veterans of every era.  
Veterans Day highlights our country’s quest for 
peace, justice and freedom throughout the world. 
Followers of Jesus, the Prince of Peace, pray for 
unity among all nations and for the day when “na-
tion will not take up sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4, NIV). 
 

A Wake-up Call 
The good God permits such small evils to befall us 
merely in order to arouse us snorers from our deep 
sleep and to make us recognize, on the other hand, 
the incomparable and innumerable benefits we still 
have. …  
With [our misfortunes], God gives us a light by 
which we may see and understand his goodness 
and kindness in countless other ways. Then we 
conclude that such small misfortunes are barely a 
drop of water on a big fire or a little spark in the 
ocean. Then we understand and love the words: “O 
give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast 
love endures forever!”    —Martin Luther      

 
 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 
 



 
 

Exercising our gratitude muscles 
Expressing gratitude isn’t just a good thing to do; it 
also appears to be good for us! Indiana University 
researchers found that participants who performed 
gratitude-focused writing exercises felt uplifted, 
and were more likely to express gratefulness 
through generosity, even weeks later. Further-
more, brain scans revealed increased gratitude-re-
lated activity even months down the road (New 
York Magazine).  
Though the study was small, we seem to have a 
“gratitude muscle” that can be strengthened 
through exercise. If so, there may be more than we 
thought to the popularity of gratitude journals and 
Mom’s insistence that we write thank-you notes. 
Not to mention the biblical call to “give thanks to 
the LORD, for he is good” (1 Chronicles 16:34, for 
example).  
Might God have hardwired us for gratitude — not 
only at Thanksgiving but year round — because it’s 
good for us as well as for those we thank? To that, 
we respond, “Thanks be to God!” 
 

Counting Blessings 
Numbered lists grab our attention. In the checkout 
aisle or on the internet, we gravitate toward head-
ings such as “10 ways to lose weight by summer!” 
or “3 simple steps to acing that test!”  
Ancient Jewish sages urged people to count out 
and speak at least 100 blessings, or statements of 
gratitude, each day. What would happen if we in-
tentionally listed 100 blessings daily? Can you im-
agine?!  
What if the first blessing we counted was simply 
the day itself? “Thank you, God, for this brand new 
day!” “Bless my use of this day, Lord, that I might 
glorify you.” Scripture encourages such awareness 
and promises an additional blessing in return: 
“Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a 
heart of wisdom” (Psalm 90:12, NIV). 

MY THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

The months fly quickly by 
November is knocking at the door 
Yes, it’s time for Thanksgiving 
With holidays and much more 
 

We all want to give thanks 
For the many blessings we share 
Thankful to live in this country 
With freedom to live anywhere. 
 

But I am very saddened now 
With all of the turmoil and grief 
Many are not real happy  
And demonstrate their belief 
 

As we gather our close family 
Around the table to break bread 
Let’s say an extra little prayer 
For those with unrest and dread. 
 

We must all come together 
We out-number “them” by far 
Let’s pray that God will help heal us 
And make this nation a “shining star”. 

 
 

 
James Ridenour 

June 3, 1942 - September 6, 2017 
Memorial Fund: Janice Branham, Dorothy Born 
Organ Fund: Willard & Betty Metzger  
Music Fund: Jon & Julie Neu, Stienke Family, Bobb 
Family, Robert & Linda Ridenour, Gordon & Patricia 
Ridenour, Dr. Joshua & Randee Steinke  



 

 
Dear Family, 
    Congratulations and "thank you" to all those who 
worked so hard on the celebration of our 100th 
Gymanfa Ganu.  It was a very successful event.  All 
who attended enjoyed the evening and left 
uplifted.  It was so nice to see the sanctuary filled 
to capacity, even needing extra chairs to be used.  
Several first-time attendees were heard to say they 
intend to return. 
     Did you know?   One of the characteristics of the 
Welsh is that education is very important to them.  
William Ramsey established a subscription school 
in November, 1833, a mere few weeks after the 
settlement.  Our family has been full of teachers 
throughout our history.  They have ranged from 
elementary teachers to college professors.  Among 
our current family the following are retired 
educators:  Terri Barnes, Kathleen Carpenter, 
Carolyn Dyke, Ruby Erikson, Dallas Jackson, John 
Olds, Joyce & Tim Larimore, Donna Rice, Bob 
Roethlisberger, Pam Smith, Deb & Marty Thomas, 
and Linda Whittington.  Current educators are:  
Stacy Barker, Elementary Principal; Sara 
Brenneman, K-3; Keisha Larimore, Family Consumer 
Science; Dan Larimore, High School Assistant 
Principal; Caryn Robinson, college communication 
teacher; Dian Ridley, elementary & pre-school; 
Angie Siefker, first grade; Dina Tadena, Middle 
School math; Jeff Thomas, Social Studies and 
Intervention Specialist and Joni Martin Yost, English 
as a second language to several grades. 
     Congratulation to Madison Nusbaum part of the 
homecoming court at Columbus Grove. 
     Happy Thanksgiving.  We have many blessings 
for which to be grateful. 

     Great--Aunt Grace 
 

 

 

 
If you would like to formally join The Gomer Con-
gregational Church membership, call the church of-
fice 419-642-2681 or see Pastor Jim. 
 

 
 

Thank you so much for the school supplies! 
Elida Elementary Students 
 

Thanks to all that purchased Chicken BBQ tickets! 
We appreciate your support. We will be purchasing 
new carpet for the nursery with our money raised 
from the BBQ and St. David’s. 

Shalom Circle 
 

Dear Church Family, 
     I have so appreciated all of your prayers, cards 
and visits. Thank you! 
     I am settled in my new apartment and wanted 
to give you my new address:  Vancrest, 310 Elida 
Rd. Apt 213, Delphos, OH 45833. 
Blessings, 
Helen John 

  

I want to clear a mistake I made at this year’s 
Gymanfa Ganu. We were asked how many Ganu’s 
we have attended, doing the math in my head was 
wrong. I came home and checked my diary and 
found I attended 68 Not 75. Just wanted to clear 
my conscious!  There, I feel better!  Monetta Lloyd 



 
You are all invited to an open-house visit at the 
parsonage on Sunday evening December 3rd from 
6 to 8pm. Everyone is welcome.  Refreshments and 
good company will be available.  It's a perfect time 
to get to know your pastor and church family. 
 

 
We will be selling bags of nuts by the Terri Lynn 
Company. There are ten items on the list. A color 
page to show the products offered and an order 
form will be in the Assistant Pastor for everyone 
that is within close proximity of the church. The 
products being offered have been around for many 
years. Several members of the congregation have 
purchased these products and there have been 
zero complaints as to the quality of their products. 
You can be confident that your customers will not 
be disappointed. If we each would find five people 
to buy we will be able to give a substantial dona-
tion to the Gomer Boy Scouts and an area food 
bank. Almost everyone will find a product they 
would like and you can be confident the product is 
good quality. So, give it your best shot. Get those 
orders and turn the order form and the payment in 
to the Church office. (Cash or Check) The deadline 
for orders will be November 26, 2017. Product 
should be available around December 15th.  
*Proceeds to benefit the Gomer Boy Scouts and a 
local Food Bank!! 
 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 
Sept. 24 61  $1335.     $10. 

Oct. 1  92  $1235.     $20. 
Oct. 8  51  $1385.     $20. 

Oct. 15  60  $779.     $40. 
Oct. 22  48  $820.     $20. 
Oct. 29 

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 

 
During the morning worship on Sunday, October 
29, we welcomed Wyatt Jacob Diller into God’s 
kingdom and our congregation through Holy Bap-
tism. Wyatt was born August 12, 2017 to Kiel and 
Emily Diller. His godparents are Ashli Diller and 
Chris Myers. His grandparents are George and 
Hope Diller, Brenda and Chris Mercer and Nick 
Drerup. We rejoice at Wyatt’s rebirth through wa-
ter and the Word! 

 
Christ our feast 
 

Christ is not only a remedy for your weariness and 
trouble, but he will give you an abundance of the 
contrary, joy and delight. They who come to Christ 
do not only come to a resting place after they have 
been wandering in a wilderness, but they come to 
a banqueting house 
where they may rest, 
and where they may 
feast. They may cease 
from their former trou-
bles and toils, and they 
may enter upon a 
course of delights and 
spiritual joys. 
—Jonathan Edwards 



 
 

1     Joely Fisher 

2     Ruby Erickson 

4     Kelsey Christlieb 

5     T. J. Martin 

6     Mary Alger 

9    John Olds 

10  Tom Evans 
      Ray Thomas 

11  Kristine Nusbaum 

13  Susan Siefker 

17 Colin Siefker 

18 Kelly Richards 

19 Emily Manuel 
     Sarah Stoltz 
     Sue Williams 

24 Larry Stewart 

26 Lori Crider 

28 Matt Flinn 

29 Diane Campbell 

30 Linda Martz-Traynor 
    Jonella Martin Yost 

 
 
7  Lori & Matthew Parker 
 
23 Dian & Cheyenne Ridley 
 

Special dates 
All Saints’ Day, November 1, 2017 
Daylight-Saving Time ends, November 5, 2017 
Veterans Day, November 11, 2017 
Thanksgiving Day, November 23, 2017 
Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2017 
 

Autumn wardrobe 
The leaves fall, the wind blows and the farm 
country slowly changes from the summer 
cottons into its winter wools. 
 
“No one has ever become poor from giving.” 

—Anne Frank 
 

“Coming together is a beginning; keeping 
together is progress; working together is 
success.” —Henry Ford 
 
“An optimist is a person who starts a new diet 
on Thanksgiving Day.”—Irv Kupcinet 

 

 

 

 



November 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
   6:30pm- Bells 

7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

  

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am - 
Worship 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
Committee 
7:30pm- 
Deacons & 
Deaconess 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
 

6pm- Shalom 
6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

 Veterans Day 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am - 
Worship 

7pm- Pastoral 
Relations 
Committee 
7:30pm- 
Pastoral 
Review 
Committee 

7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

Wedding 
Rehearsal 

9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
1:30pm- 
Wedding  
6pm- Cub 
Scouts in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am – 
Worship 
Noon-  
Youth Group 

  6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm Choir 

Thanksgiving 
Day 

Office Closed  

26 27 28 29 30   
9- Sunday 
School & 
Coffee Hour 
10:15am - 
Worship 

 7pm-  
Book Club 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

  

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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“Time to Thank, Time to Share” 

 
Thanksgiving is a time to share. 
A roasted turkey stuffed with care, 
potatoes, yams and buttered rolls 
are passed around in festive bowls. 
But first we thank our God above 
and share with others his great love. 
The dish served last is always best — 
a slice of pie for every guest. 

 
—MaryAnn Sundby 

 


