
 

 Recently I’ve had a song that I can’t seem to get 
enough of.  Perhaps you experience this sometimes.  
You just enjoy a song so much that you just keep it on 
repeat.  This happened to me during a drive a week or 
so ago.  Hillsong Church in Sydney, Australia is well-
known for producing some of the most popular contemporary Christian 
music today.  You may have heard it on the radio.  This year they re-
leased a song, “So Will I,” which I’ve come to appreciate a great deal.  
The song begins as a Psalm, marveling in God’s creation, which then 
prompts us to worship.  The first chorus begins: 

 

And as You speak 
     A hundred billion galaxies are born 
     In the vapour of Your breath the planets form 
     If the stars were made to worship so will I. 

 

My favorite portion, though, comes toward the end of the song where we are reminded 
how God stepped into the world he created in order to save us from our failures.   
 

And as You speak 
A hundred billion failures disappear 
Where You lost Your life so I could find it here 
If You left the grave behind You so will I. 

 

That final line is the most powerful to me.  Many times in our minds we believe that we 
have received forgiveness, but in our hearts we still dwell in the grief, despair, and pain 
caused by sin.  This song reminds us, though, that we are resurrection people.  Christ 
suffered on our behalf.  He gave his life so we could find it.  He triumphed over death so 
that we need not be enslaved by the fear of darkness, sin, and our own failures.  Christ’s 
tomb is empty so we need not be in despair, but can live in the hope of resurrection 
now and in the world to come.  “If You left the grave behind You so will I.”  This is both a 
hope and a challenge as we seek to live lives ever closer to Jesus. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 
Jim 

The Assistant Pastor  
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October 1 Nathan and Fara Ewing   

   Brianna Jackson 

October 8 Jim Metzger and Dan Brown  

   Bryce Ballard 

October 15 Cheyenne and Dian Ridley  

   Kyle Smith 

October 22 Jeremy and Monica Price   

   Lexi Crider 

October 29 Jeff and Donna Martin   

   Makenna Jackson 

Nov. 5  Rod and Nancy Watkins   

   Bryce Ballard 

Nov. 12  Steve and Dina Tadena   

   Seth Tadena 

Nov. 19  Jenni Martin and Janet Alger  

   Brianna Jackson 

Nov. 26  Dan and Keisha Larimore   

   Kyle Smith 

Dec. 3  Aaron and Lori Crider    

   Lexi Crider 

Dec. 10  Jeff and Melissa Thomas   

   Makenna Jackson 

Dec. 17  Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil 

   Seth Tadena 

Dec. 24  Tom and Wilma Evans   

   Brianna Jackson 

Dec. 31  George and Hope Diller   

   Bryce Ballard  

If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
Please join us every Sunday for coffee and snacks 
at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall. Volunteers are 
needed for serving and preparing. 
 

 

 

Please join us for a carry-in lunch following worship 
on Sunday, October 15th. This lunch is to show Pas-
tor Jim our appreciation for him during Pastor Ap-
preciation Month. Shredded chicken and pulled 
pork sandwiches will be provided as well as the 
drinks. We would like those that can, to join us in 
fellowship and bring a dish to share. We hope all 
can attend to help our church celebrate our pastor. 

 

Please join us and bring a  
friend for a fun filled day! 

OCTOBER 21, 2017 
3-7 PM 

GOMER DAD’S CLUB 
Games begin at 3pm 
Trunk or Treat 4pm 

Dinner 5pm 
There is a sign-up sheet for food donations.  
Donations need to be at the church by October 15. 

 



 
Celebrated annually on the second Sunday in 
October falls a nonofficial holiday called Pastor 
Appreciation Day. Sometimes called Clergy Ap-
preciation Day, this holiday occurs during Pastor 
Appreciation Month and celebrates the contribu-
tions of priests, pastors, reverends and ministers 
in the U.S.  

Pastor Appreciation Day began with the establish-
ment of Clergy Appreciation Month. In Timothy 1 
(5:17), Paul began the concept of clergy apprecia-
tion when he stated that the elders of the church 
are worthy of a double honor. He reiterated this 
idea in Thessalonians 1 (5: 12-13) when he stated 
that that those who work hard among you should 
be held in the highest regard for their work. This 
idea became Clergy Appreciation Month in 1992, 
established by pastors and religious workers. Even-
tually, Pastor Appreciation Day would form out of 
this month. 
Fun Religious Facts 
*50% of all Christians are Roman Catholics 
*There are 800 Million Protestant Christians world-
wide 
*160 million of the planet’s Christians are Orthodox 
*Almost 80 million Bibles are distributed all over the 
world each year 
Celebrating Pastor Appreciation Day 
Of course, one of the most important ways to show 
you care is by assuring that you attend his service on 
this day and pay attention to his sermon.  
Ideas:  

1. Pray for our Pastor 
2. A Gift Card Goes a Long Way. Most people 

who work for churches live on tight budg-
ets. A gift card to a great restaurant, for a 
book store, Amazon or their favorite store 
can be a huge encouragement.  

3. Tickets to a sporting event, play or concert 

4. Cook a meal or dessert for him 
5. Send cards of encouragement 
6. Tell him “Thanks” 

And remember to keep appreciating them through-

out the year. While Pastor Appreciation Month 

concludes at the end of October, your pastor con-

tinues to work hard every month of the year. Sur-

prise them with gift cards to their favorite restau-

rants, coffee shops, or bookstores throughout the 

year. 
Pastor Appreciation Day is the perfect holiday to 
show your pastor just how good of a job he is doing 
and to give him encouragement to keep the good 
work up. 

 
 

October is Pastor (or Clergy) Appreciation Month, 
reminding church members to thank their hard-
working ministry leaders. But the people in the 
pews — though they might lack official church ti-
tles — also play important roles in doing God’s 
work. 
In User Friendly Churches (Regal Books), researcher 
George Barna compares the behavior of people in 
growing vs. stagnant or declining churches. Mem-
bers of growing churches actively participate in the 
church’s ministry. “They did not divorce their faith 
from their lifestyle; their faith was their lifestyle,” 
Barna writes. “They took seriously the classical 
Reformation doctrine of the priesthood of all be-
lievers.” 
By contrast, laypeople in stagnant churches tend to 
observe rather than participate. “They perceived 
their role as being in the audience in the stands,” 
Barna notes, “nodding approvingly in efforts to 
demonstrate religious behavior as the clergy went 
through their paces.” 
Appreciate your pastors, but then follow their ex-
ample by living out your beliefs! 
 



 
Reformation milestone: 

Celebration and Repentance 
     October 31, 2017, marks the 500th anniversary 
of the start of the Protestant Reformation, when 
Martin Luther posted his “95 Theses” on a church 
door in Germany. This wasn’t an unusual act at the 
time; Luther was simply welcoming scholarly de-
bate. But his ideas opposing certain teachings and 
practices of the Roman Catholic Church led to a 
monumental shift in Christianity. 
    Along with other reformers, Luther taught that 
Scripture is the supreme authority for the believer; 
that salvation comes by grace alone, through faith 
alone; and that baptism gives all full access to God 
in Christ (“the priesthood of all believers”), so 
there’s no need for an intermediary such as a pope, 
priest or saint. 
     Initially, the reformers intended not to leave the 
Catholic Church but to reform it. But those who 
protested church practices became known as 
Protestants, and eventually, multiple denomina-
tions arose — Lutheranism, Presbyterianism, Angli-
canism and others — and did, in fact, separate 
from the Roman tradition.  
     Sadly, woven amid the good intentions to rightly 
teach and live the faith were sins on all sides: Lu-
ther hurled insults “with the best of them”; the 
pope excommunicated him and had other reform-
ers executed; the beliefs and faith of theological 
opponents were regularly disparaged. As Heinz 
Josef Algermissen, a present-day Roman Catholic 
bishop in Germany, states: “In commemorating the 
Reformation, we cannot just see it as a jubilee, but 
should also admit our guilt for past errors and re-
pent on both sides for the past 500 years.” 
 

Women of the Reformation 
     Although the names most often associated with 
the Reformation are male, women also played key 
roles in maintaining the integrity of the church. 
“Most were wives and mothers,” professor Justi-

Holcomb writes. “Some were also authors, apolo-
gists, ex-nuns and queens. All were faithful serv-
ants of Jesus.” 
Women who made notable contributions include: 
 

• Katherine von Bora, the former nun who 
married former-priest Martin Luther 

• Argula von Grumbach, a Bavarian noble-
woman who published letters and debated 
with university faculty 

• Olympia Fulvia Morata, an Italian scholar 
who lectured on the teachings of Luther 
and Calvin — and was persecuted and im-
prisoned 

• Jeanne d’Albret, queen of Navarre and a 
leader in France’s Huguenot movement, 
who tried to peacefully resolve tensions be-
tween Catholics and Protestants 

• Marie Dentière, an aristocrat who left an 
Augustinian monastery to speak in public — 
even on street corners! — about church re-
form 

 

Voices of the Reformation 
• “There is not — nor can there be! — any 

reason for tearing oneself away from the 
church in schism. Rather, the worse things 
become, the more one should help her and 
stand by her, for by schism and contempt 
nothing can be mended.”—Martin Luther, 
German pastor whose “95 Theses” sparked 
the Protestant Reformation 

• “Our confidence in Christ does not make us 
lazy, negligent or careless, but on the con-
trary it awakens us, urges us on and makes 
us active in living righteous lives and doing 
good. There is no self-confidence to com-
pare with this.”—Ulrich Zwingli, Swiss 
leader of early Reformation movements 

• “A dog barks when his master is attacked. I 
would be a coward if I saw that God’s truth 
is attacked and yet would remain silent.” —
John Calvin, French reformer who fled to 
Switzerland; father of the Presbyterian 
Church 

• “You cannot antagonize and influence at 
the same time.”—John Knox, a staunch fol-
lower of Calvin who brought Presbyterian-
ism to Scotland 



 
The Stewardship & Missionary Committee has ar-
ranged to host a water stations for the Meals ‘til 
Monday 5K Half Marathon which will be held Satur-
day, October 28 beginning at 8am. If you would like 
to donate cups or help volunteer for the water sta-
tion, please contact Katie Siefker. We are also col-
lecting donations for the Meals ‘til Monday pro-
gram, encouraging members to participate in the 
5K, and accepting sponsorships for the youth of our 
church to take part in the 5K. 

 
Congratulations to Kiel and Emily Diller on the birth 
of their son Wyatt Jacob Diller. He was born Au-
gust 12, 2017. He weighed 6 lbs. and 9oz. He has a 
proud big sister, Zoey and grandparents Hope and 
George Diller. 

 
On Sunday, October 1 the Gomer Congregational 
Church will be celebrating its 100th Gymanfa 
Ganu.  The annual tradition began in connection 
with the dedication of a new pipe organ, which is 
also celebrating its 100th anniversary.  The pro-
gram will begin at 7pm and will be directed by Tre-
for Williams.  Music will be provided by church or-
ganist Martha Britt, pianist Joyce Larimore, and 
guest harpist Nancy Glick. Special Music will be 
provided by Ross Thomas, Marty Thomas, and Tim 
Larimore, the Gomer Congregational Church Choir, 
and Patricia Schultz. A light lunch will be available 
from 4-6pm at the Gomer Welsh Museum directly 
across from the church.  

 

 
Dear Family, 
         Happy 99th birthday to Maxine Evans.  Happy 
53rd anniversary to Wilma & Tom Evans. 
     Our young members were successful at the Allen 
County Fair. Lexi Crider had the Champion Angus 
Steer.  Shelby Crider won 3rd place in 
Showmanship, Jr. Division.  Christian Long had the 
Champion Harness Goats.  The Gomer Go-Getters, 
in addition to the many A's received on projects, 
won 13 additional awards, such as Sr. Rabbit 
Showmanship, Reserve Grand Champion Lamb, and 
Champion All Other Breeds.  Congratulations to all 
of you.    
     Another young member, Leanndra Price, has 
been having success with the Columbus Grove 
cross country team.   
   Did You Know?  In a previous newsletter I told you 
that Ebenezer Davis introduced the first organ, a 
pump organ, into the church in 1857.  Our church 
has been fortunate to have many talented organists 
as members over the years.  At least seven different 
members played the church pump organ.  Among 
them were Dr. John Davis, Edith Jones, Mrs. O.S. 
Roebuck, and Mary G. Davis.  When our current 
organ was installed in 1917, Mary G. Davis took 
over as the organist.  She was assisted by Dorothy 
Watkins.  In future letters we will look at the 
organists who succeeded Mrs. Davis. 
     I hope you will attend our 100th Gymanfa Ganu 
on October 1.  If you enjoy music, don't miss this 
special event.  It is unlike any other musical event.  
A quote I included in a previous letter is an 
appropriate description of a Gymanfa Ganu.  
"Suddenly the auditorium was filled with the most 
glorious sounds I had ever heard!  In a momentary 
lull, I saw the delight in every face in the audience.  
We were lifted once more beyond the noise of our 
separate lives into a communion as sublime as 
prayer." 

     Great--Aunt Grace 



   
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  

 
 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.   

 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 

Aug. 27 42  $  315.00    $30. 
Sept. 3    $  559.00    $30 

Sept 10  52  $1050.00    $10 
Sept 17  44  $ 

Sept. 24 61  $ 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 
 
 

The Service of Holy Communion will be observed 
on Sunday, October 1 during the worship service. 
 

 
A woman asked by a co-worker “What is it like to 
be a Christian?”  
The co-worker replied, “It’s like being a pumpkin. 
God picks you from the patch, brings you in and 
washes all the dirt off of you. Then he cuts off the 
top and scoops out all the yucky stuff. He removes 
all the seeds of doubt, hatred, greed, etc. and then 
He carves you a new smiling face and puts His light 
inside of you to shine for all the world to see.” 

 
James Ridenour 

June 3, 1942 - September 6, 2017 
 

Music Fund: 
Pat Sharrits, Ross & Joan Thomas, Tom & Mary Do-
erter, Jim & Jean Campbell 

 
Our weekly Bible Study continues at Martha Britt’s. 
We meet on Thursdays at 7:00. Please come and 
join us at 6:30 for coffee and Bible study will follow 
at 7. We hope to see you there. 

 



Just show up! 
 

In A Million Little Ways (Revell), Emily Freeman 
says in order for Christians to “show up as you are 
with what you’ve been given,” we must confront 
these statements: 

• I’m not cut out for this. 

• Someone else can do it better. 

• People might not like it. 

• I have nothing to offer. 

• I hate my calling. 

• It’s a waste of time. 

• It’s too much work. 

• Who do you think you are? 
“A million loud voices … keep us from the million 
little ways [Jesus] wants to show up through us to 
the world,” Freeman writes. 
 

Christian Symbol 

 
Cornerstone — A cornerstone harkens back to 
God’s pronouncement in Isaiah 28:16 that he “has 
laid as a foundation in Zion … a precious corner-
stone.” Ephesians 2:20 declares that Jesus is the 
cornerstone of the household of God. The letters 
IHC and XP are abbreviations for “Jesus” and 
“Christ” in ancient Greek.   

 
For those who are unable to attend, our Sun-
day Worship Services are audio recorded each 
week and are available online. Visit gomercc.org 
and midway down the page, under "Welcome!" 
you can find a link that says "click here to listen to 
recordings of our Sunday worship services."  This 
will direct you to our YouTube channel where all 
the recordings are stored. 

 

Making contact 
 

Prayer is ... a personal contact between embryonic, 
incomplete persons (ourselves) and the utterly 
concrete Person. Prayer in the sense of petition, 
asking for things, is a small part of it, confession 
and penitence are its threshold, adoration its sanc-
tuary, the presence and vision and enjoyment of 
God its bread and wine. In it God shows himself to 
us.—C.S. Lewis 
 

A pray for neighborliness 
 

O God, we pray for a broader vision of the needs of 
humanity, and a deeper compassion to fill those 
needs; for a planting of the seeds of concern for all 
humanity in our hearts; for a tapping of the wells of 
generosity. May we live together as people who 
have been forgiven a great debt. May we be gentle, 
walking softly with one another. May we be under-
standing, lest we shall add to the world’s sorrow 
or cause to flow needless tears. May we be as anx-
ious for the rights of others as we are for our own. 
May we be as eager to forgive as we are to seek 
forgiveness. May we know no barriers of creed or 
race or sex, that our love may be like Yours — a 
love that sees all people as Your children and our 
kin. May we be ministers of humanity. 
—Peter Marshall 
 

Seek and find 

St. Anselm of Canterbury, a 12th-century theologian 
known as the Father of Scholasticism, presented a 
“proof” of God’s existence. Philosophers still debate An-
selm’s proof, which concludes: “There is … so truly a be-
ing than which nothing greater can be conceived to ex-
ist, that it cannot even be conceived not to exist; and 
this being thou art, O Lord, our God.” 

That’s intriguing to ponder, but many of us will find this 
prayer by St. Anselm easier to understand: 

O my God, teach my heart where and how to seek you, 
where and how to find you. You are my God and you 
are my all, and I have never seen you. You have made 
me and remade me, you have bestowed on me all the 
good things I possess, still I do not know you. … I cannot 
seek you unless you teach me or find you unless you 
show yourself to me. Let me seek you in my desire, let 
me desire you in my seeking. Let me find you by loving 
you, let me love you when I find you. Amen. 



 
 
1 Barbara Frysinger 
 

2 Kara Siefker 
Grace Martz 

 

3 Jean Shank 
Gabrielle Martz 

 

4 David Nusbaum 
 

9 Bob Grandbois 
Wayne Micha 
Deb Thomas 
Tyler Shrider 
Ryan Price 

 

11 Lynn Metzger 
 

13 Peg Grandbois 
Dennis Jay 

 

18 Darlene Montooth 
Jacob Evans 

 

19 Madison Jackson 
 

21 Todd Kohrn 
Tammy (Kohrn) Nicely 

 

22 Doug Born 
 

27 Maxine Evans 99 
 
29  Cindy Clevenger 

Louie Siefker 
 
31 Logan Fisher 

 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 

 
 

5 Nathan & Fara Ewing 
 
16 David & Pam Smith 
 
18 Cheryl & David Craig 
 
19 Rob  & Kristina Barnes 
 
22 Jeff & Stephanie Evans 
 
25 Tom & Wilma Evans 54 
 
29  Richard & Diana Bok 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
World Communion Sunday, 
October 1, 2017 
Reformation Sunday,  
October 29, 2017 
Reformation Day,  
October 31, 2017 
 

Advice from a pumpkin 

 
Be well-rounded. 
Get plenty of sunshine. 
Give thanks for life’s bounty. 
Have a thick skin. 
Keep growing. 
Be outstanding in your field. 
Think big! 

—Ilan Shamir 
 

General Sayings for October 

As the weather in October, so will 
be next March.  

If October brings heavy frosts and 
cold winds, January and February 
will be mild.  

If on the trees the leaves still hold, 
the winter coming will be cold.  

If the acorn's wet, expect a wet 
winter to follow.  

The Beauty of Autumn 
by Monetta Lloyd 

 

Fall is once again upon us 
I see the falling leaves 
We enjoy the cool evening air 
And the whisper of the breeze 
 

The corn is fully ripened  
And soon to be in the bins 
We gather the late tomatoes  
Before Jack Frost enters in. 
 

The mums are really dazzling 
With their yellow and golden smile 
The beautiful big sunflowers 
Are showing off, in style. 
 

The big orange pumpkins are 
ready 
To be picked and greet the day 
Halloween is just around the 
corner 
What more can I say? 
 

Yes, the fall is so glorious 
And football is in the air 
Please take time to enjoy it 
God’s beauty is everywhere! 

 



October 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
9am-  
Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
4-6 Luncheon 
7pm Gymanfa 
Ganu 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm 
Bells 
7pm 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at Britt’s 
7pm- 
 Cub Scouts 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
9am-  
Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
Noon – 
Youth Group 

Columbus 
Day 

7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

6:30pm 
Bells 
7pm 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at Britt’s 
7pm- 
 Cub Scouts 
7:30pm 
Shalom 

 11am- 
Memorial 
Service 
David & 
Barbara Lloyd 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9am-  
Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

  6:30pm 
Bells 
7pm 
Scouts 
 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at Britt’s 
7pm- 
 Cub Scouts 

 9to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
3pm Fall 
Festival Trunk 
or Treat at 
Dad’s Club 
 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9am-  
Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

 7pm 
Book Club 

6:30pm 
Bells 
7pm 
Scouts 
7:30pm 
Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at Britt’s 
7pm- 
 Cub Scouts 

 4pm  
Youth Group 

29 30 31     
9am-  
Sunday 
School  
Coffee Café 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

7pm-  
Church 
Council 

Halloween     

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php


PUBLISHED MONTHLY BY      NON PROFIT ORGANIZATION 

GOMER CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH    U S POSTAGE PAID 

7350 GOMER ROAD      VAUGHNSVILLE OH 

GOMER OHIO 45809      PERMIT #5 
 
 
 
Return service requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

King of kings, Word of words 
 

When Jesus Christ utters a word, he 

opens his mouth so wide that it 
embraces all heaven and earth, 
even though that word be but in a 
whisper. The word of the emperor is 
powerful, but that of Jesus Christ 
governs the whole universe. 

—Martin Luther, Table Talk 
 


