
 

Some people, it seems, get more than their share of talent.  
Blaise Pascal (1623-1662) is one of those people, in my es-
timation.  I first came to know Pascal when I studied math-
ematics - he was influential in geometry and probability, in 
addition to inventing one of the first mechanical calcula-
tors.  I rediscovered him later because after a religious ex-
perience in 1654, he focused his work in philosophy and theology.  I’ve always 
believed that mathematicians make the best theologians (full disclosure – my 
undergraduate degree is in computer science and mathematics).  Pascal 
wrote several influential works in theology and spirituality, but as I was study-
ing this week, I was particularly struck by this quote.  He stated, “God has in-
stituted prayer so as to confer upon his creatures the dignity of being caus-
es.”  We are not passive followers in God’s pattern for the world, but are, in-

stead, active participants.  Prayer – our interactive relationship with God – makes us a part of 
what God is doing in the world.  It is yet another way in which God gives us a purpose. 
 
This makes me think of the beginning of the story.  Back when everything was still “very good” 
in Genesis 1, we see it was always God’s intention for us to have a purpose in shaping the 
world.  God blessed the first people and told them “Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds in 
the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground (Gen 1:28 NIV).”  Likewise, in 
Genesis 2, “The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it (Gen 2:15 NIV).”  So we see, I suggest, that not only does God give us physical work to 
do, but a greater task of bringing about his plan for the earth.   
 
Back to Pascal for a moment.  He suggests that prayer is the way for us to experience the digni-
ty of working on God’s plan – to be part of his cause.  I was struck by this because so often we 
value certain kinds of work above others, but how can we know what good work God has for us 
to do until we seek him in prayer?  It is why, as we’ve seen so often in our Gospel readings late-
ly, that Jesus went to quiet, solitary places to pray.  To be a part of God’s mission, we must ex-
perience first the blessing of hearing from him.   
 
Participating in God’s mission to the world is indeed a privilege.  It is my desire that we each 
pursue the dignity of knowing what valuable role God wants each of us to play. 
 
Grace and peace, 
 
Jim 

The Assistant Pastor  
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Sept. 3  Jeff and Mary Weis    

   Kyle Smith 

Sept. 10  Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 

   Lexi Crider 

Sept 17  Brooks and Janet Flinn   

   Makenna Jackson 

Sept 24  Bill and Pam Askins    

   Seth Tadena 

October 1 Nathan and Fara Ewing   

   Brianna Jackson 

October 8 Jim Metzger and Dan Brown  

   Bryce Ballard 

October 15 Cheyenne and Dian Ridley  

   Kyle Smith 

October 22 Jeremy and Monica Price   

   Lexi Crider 

October 29 Jeff and Donna Martin   

   Makenna Jackson 

Nov. 5  Rod and Nancy Watkins   

   Bryce Ballard 

Nov. 12  Steve and Dina Tadena   

   Seth Tadena 

Nov. 19  Jenni Martin and Janet Alger  

   Brianna Jackson 

Nov. 26  Dan and Keisha Larimore   

   Kyle Smith 

Dec. 3  Aaron and Lori Crider    

   Lexi Crider 

Dec. 10  Jeff and Melissa Thomas   

   Makenna Jackson 

Dec. 17  Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil 

   Seth Tadena 

Dec. 24  Tom and Wilma Evans   

   Brianna Jackson 

Dec. 31  George and Hope Diller   

   Bryce Ballard  

If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  
 

A sign of what’s to come 
When God is about to do something great, he starts 
with a difficulty.  
When he is about to do something truly magnificent, 
he starts with an impossibility. —Armin Gesswein 

 
During the month of September the Stewardship 
and Missionary Committee will be collecting coats, 
hats and gloves to be distributed to needy children 
for area schools. There will be boxes placed around 
the church for your donations. 

      

Make plans to join us Saturday, September 9 at 
6:30pm for a tailgate party. At 7:30pm we will 
watch OSU and Oklahoma football game on the big 
screen. Bring your favorite snack to share, bever-
age and a lawn chair.  

 
 

Crazy Carol Sunderland is heading for the end 
zone! Come help us celebrate her 60th birthday on 
Saturday, September 16 at 4:30pm at the Gomer 
Dad's Club! Since Carol is nuts for the OSU Buck-
eyes we'll be throwing a big tailgate party! Watch 
the OSU game, enjoy some snacks, and play some 
outdoor games! ***Carol thinks we're just having a 
small family party so let's keep this BIG bash a se-
cret!*** 

 



 
Gomer Congregational Church  

July 11, 2017 

Members Present:  Bob Ritchey, Jim Siefker, Tom 
Evans, Jeff Martin, Dan Larimore, and Kiel Diller. 
Treasurer Kathleen Carpenter and Pastor Jim Wil-
der. 
Bob called Meeting to order. Meeting was started 
with a prayer by the pastor.   
Current Building Fund Balance is $9541.56.  Bills 
were presented, after a discussion Jeff Martin 
made a motion to pay the bills.  Seconded by Jim 
Siefker. Motion passed. 
 Old Business: 

• Kiel Diller has a new security camera system 
and it needs to be installed. 

• No new information for black topping park-
ing lot. 

• Air conditioning is supposed to be installed 
in the library around July 20-21.  The fellow-
ship hall air conditioning the first week of 
August.  

• Darrel Dyer will begin replacing bricks end 
of July. 

• Bob has called about getting some painting 
done in the sanctuary. He is still waiting for 
them to call back. 

New Business: 

• It was decided to pre-buy 6,500 gallons 
if propane for the church and 1,000 gal-
lon for the parsonage at 90 cents a gal-
lon. 

• Kiel Diller will check the price for a roll 
off dumpster to dispose of old shed in 
parking lot.  

Motion by Tom Evans to adjourn Dan Lar-
imore seconded motion passed. Meeting 
adjourned.  
 

Respectfully Submitted by Jim Siefker 
 

 

Four perspectives 

Because different writers penned each Gospel, the 
four books offer unique angles and insights. Alt-
hough the overall message is the same, the human 
authors’ backgrounds and perspectives shine 
through every account.  
 
These verses by an unknown writer remind us of 
each Gospel’s characteristics:  
 
Matthew — Messiah, Israel’s King,  
sets forth, by Israel slain;  
but God decreed that Israel’s loss  
should be the Gentiles’ gain.  
 
Mark tells us how in patient love  
this earth has once been trod  
by One Who, in a Servant’s form,  
was yet the Son of God.  
 
Luke, the physician, writes  
of a more skilled Physician still  
Who gave himself, as Son of Man,  
to save us from all ill.  
 
John, the beloved of Jesus,  
sees in him the Father's Son,  
the everlasting Word made flesh,  
yet with the Father One. 
 

 
Saturday, September 30 

4:30 to 6PM 
At GomerCongregational Church 

7350 Gomer Road 
Tickets $8 

For tickets call 419-642-2681 
Dinner includes half a barbecued chicken by 
Chuffers, green beans, applesauce, roll and butter 
and homemade cookies 
 



 
 

Beginning September 5 the church office hours will 
be Monday, Wednesday and Friday from 8:30 to 
11:30am 
 

 
The church will be unlocked as follows: 
Monday 8:30-5 
Tuesday  12-8  
Wednesday 8:30-8 
Thursday 12-5 
Friday 8:30- 5 
Saturday upon request 

 
Donabelle V. Crider 

September 13, 1923 – July 2, 2017 
Memorial Fund: Lila & Bill Dickerson, Alan & Connie 
Gamble, Ina & Ted Myers 
 

In balance 
Knowing God without knowing our wretchedness 
leads to pride. Knowing our wretchedness without 
knowing God leads to despair. Knowing Christ gives 
the balance.  
—Blaise Pascal 

 

 
The Fall Ohio Association of Congregational 

Christian Churches Women’s Meeting 
You are invited  
to a Tea Party  

Date: Saturday, September 16, 2017  
Time: 9:00am –2:00pm  

Place: Heritage Congregation Church 
 485 West Street Berea, OH 44017 

Tea apparel  recommended 
Hello Ladies! 
Our fall meeting is scheduled for Saturday, Septem-
ber 16, 2017. This will be the 101st meeting of the 
OACCC women’s fellowship. 
This fall we are creating a fun atmosphere by hav-
ing a tea party as a part of our fellowship. Yes, of 
course there will be a business meeting. I am ask-
ing you to bring all of your ideas on what you think 
our purpose for meeting is and new ideas about 
what you would like it to be. I am looking to engage 
all women from young adults to seniors. I am also 
asking you to go beyond the church and invite your 
female family and friends to our tea party. 
Here are some things I want you to begin to think 
about: As a Christian woman, what are some of the 
things you would like to learn about? 
What is going on in your lives or the lives of your 
community that you would like to have discussions 
about? After all, we may not be of this world, but 
we are very much in it and it does affect us as 
Christians. 
Are your thinking caps beginning to work. 
Last question, how can we make the women’s fel-
lowship relatable to younger women as well as 
middle agers and our seniors? 
Let’s have some fun while growing our fellowship. 
I look forward to seeing everyone of you and a lot 
of newer faces! 
 



 
To the Gomer Congregational Church, Staff, Mem-
bers & Friends, 
I wanted to personally thank all of you for your love 
and care since Carl and I Chose to be members of 
your church several years ago. 
As life-long Lima residents we always enjoyed the 
many wonderful times with your congregation and 
even after losing Carl over a year ago I still looked 
forward to my visits for services on Sunday morn-
ings. 
Although I planned to permanently relocate to 
Florida late this fall, my recent health issues have 
forced me to move up my travel plans so I will be 
moving to my home in Daytona Beach, Florida this 
month. 
Although a bitter -sweet departure from my life-
long Lima times and leaving my dear daughter 
Brenda…. it is time to sell my home and move to 
our winter home which is conveniently located 
next door to my other daughter- Anita. I will also 
get to enjoy being with my son Phil in Tampa who 
is facing another battle with metastatic cancer. 
Please pray for him. 
All the best to you! 
Margret (Peg) Heil 
836 N. Grandview Avenue 
Daytona Beach, Fl 32118 
386-257-9330 
 

Why God watches 

An English bishop recalled a childhood visit to an 
elderly woman, who showed him a framed text 
that read “Thou God seest me.”  
The woman told him, “When you’re older, people 
will tell you that God is always watching you to see 
when you do wrong, in order to punish you. I don’t 
want you to think of it that way. Instead, take the 
text home and remember all your life that God 
loves you so much he can’t take his eyes off you.” 
 

 
Book Club will resume meetings on Tuesday, Sep-
tember 26th at 7:00 P.M. in the Gomer Church Li-
brary. The book we will be discussing is The Mu-
seum of Extraordinary Things by Alice Hoffman.  
This novel includes old Coney Island, the Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory fire, mystery and intrigue. We  
encourage anyone who likes reading to join in. We 
use local libraries for resources as much as possi-
ble, so it is not usually necessary to purchase 
books. We sometimes can purchase a book 
on Amazon for just a few dollars (and yes, some-
times, just a few cents).  
Please note the change from Mondays to Tues-
days.  Our monthly meetings will continue to meet 
the 4th Tuesday of each month until June -- with 
no meeting in December. Time and place always 
at 7:00 P.M. in the Gomer Church Library.  

 

OCTOBER 21, 2017 
3:00PM 

GOMER DAD’S CLUB 

 
 



 
Please join us every Sunday for coffee and snacks 
at 9:15am in the Fellowship Hall. Volunteers are 
needed for serving and preparing on the following 
dates: September 17, October15, October 29 and 
November 19. 

 
On Sunday, October 1 the Gomer Congregational 
Church will be celebrating its 100th Gymanfa 
Ganu.  The annual tradition began in connection 
with the dedication of a new pipe organ, which is 
also celebrating its 100th anniversary.  The pro-
gram will begin at 7pm and will be directed by Tre-
for Williams.  Music will be provided by church or-
ganist Martha Britt, pianist Joyce Larimore, and 
guest harpist Nancy Glick. Special Music will be 
provided by Ross Thomas, Marty Thomas, and Tim 
Larimore, the Gomer Congregational Church Choir, 
and Patricia Schultz. A light lunch will be available 
from 4-6pm at the Gomer Welsh Museum directly 
across from the church.  

 
September 10th at 9am is our kick-off for Sunday 
School for all ages! We will have the Blessing of the 
Backpacks during the worship service on that day 
also! 

 

   
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  

 
 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.   

 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 

July 30  46  $ 745.    $10. 
Aug. 6  64  $1875.    $ 0 

Aug. 13 53  $ 730.    $10. 
Aug. 20 47  $ 934.    $30. 

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 

 
 



 

 
Dear Family, 
     Congratulations to Madison Nusbaum who was 
named the 2017 Allen County Fair Queen.  She was 
also selected as Beef Queen.  She is an 8-year 
member of the Gomer-Go-Getters 4-H club, and is 
the current president.  She is a member, and 
secretary, of the Allen County Junior Fair Board.  
Congratulations to Shelby Crider who was selected 
as Beef Princess.  She too is a member of the 
Gomer-Go-Getters. 
     Happy 50th anniversary to Pam and Bill Askins,  
Happy 60th anniversary to Darlene and Don 
Montooth.  Happy 88th birthday to Betty Rager. 
     It's time for an update on those who have been 
on our prayer lists.  Peg Heil returned home at the 
end of her rehab, but has now moved to Florida 
near her daughter.  Don Montooth had come home 
after a several week stay in the hospital only to 
have to return again.  He is now home.  Jeff Martin  
has been in and out of the hospital, but is currently 
home, continuing to deal with his  wound.  Codey 
Ewing was able to participate in band camp.  Larry 
Wiech is still receiving chemotherapy every three 
weeks.  Julie Acome continues to regain her 
strength.  The doctors have finally determined the 
cause of her problem.  Ron Smith is having more 
treatment.  Bud Barnes' lastest scan showed no 
change.  Will Nusbaum may have to have another 
surgery.  Judy Sweet, who was in rehab following 
back surgery, fell and broke her leg.  The severity of 
the breaks requires her to be confined to bed for 
several weeks. 
     Did you know?  Last month I reported that the 
Rev. Clarence Bradbury had started the Assistant 
Pastor and was its editor until he left.  Susan 
Siefker, our church secretary, has been the editor 
for the past 24 years.  She collects the reports, 
types them, prepares the calendar and the 
birthdays and anniversaries, and organizes the 

newsletter.  In addition, Susan is the one who finds 
and includes all those extra interesting articles or 
poems.  Then she prints and collates it.  Thank you, 
Susan, for your excellent work as editor, and as our 
church secretary.   
     We wish a good year for all our young members 
returning to school and college. 

     Great--Aunt Grace 
 

The Little Things 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

We praise God for the little things 
That few people ever see 
The high flying hawk 
And the tiny honey bee. 
 

Each living creature  
Has a very important role 
They often go unnoticed 
By many a human sole. 
 

We each have a purpose 
As well as the creatures do 
Can you sit back and count them 
Or do you let them slide thru? 
 

I’m asking you, my friends 
Take time for the little things 
Your heart will be so happy 
Knowing the “gifts” that God Brings. 

The Service of Holy Communion will be observed 
on Sunday, September 10 during the worship ser-
vice. 

 

Sunday, October 15 after the worship service. 
More details will be in next month’s newsletter. 

 



 
 

1 
June Dunlap 

Michael Clevenger 
 

2 
Adam Garman 

 
4 

Marty Thomas 
Travis Watkins 

 
5 

Michael Dotson 
 

9 
Sydney Evans 

 
10  

Dian Ridley 
 

12 
Seth Tadena 

 
13 

Kim Winget 
 

16 
Carol Sunderland 

 

17 
Carolyn Dyke 

 
18 

Austin Jackson 
 

20  
Nathan Ewing 

 
21 

Kim Roethlisberger 
Richard Williams 

 
23 

Matthew Nusbaum 
 

24  
Kenzie Christlieb 

 
25 

Betty Rager 
 

27 
Mary Jane Vandemark 

Linda Nichols 
 

28 
Oren Long 

 
30 

Ryan Stewart 
Janet Flinn 

 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 

 
 
 

 
 

4 
James & Christine Lester 

 

7 
Larry & Deb Stewart 

 

10   
David & Kristine Nusbaum 

Pam & Bill Askins 
 

14 
Bryan & Keri Evans 

 

19 
Amy & Adam Garman 

 

26 
Peg & Dave Walters 

 

28 
Donald & Darlene Montooth 

 

SPECIAL DATES 
• Labor Day, September 4, 2017  

• National Grandparents 

Day, September 10, 2017  

• Patriot Day, September 11, 2017  

• Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15–

Oct. 15, 2017  

• First day of autumn, September 22, 

2017 
 

  



September 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 
       

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
9am Coffee Café 
10:15am Worship 
Brian Knoderer 

Labor Day 6:30pm Christian 
Education 
7:30pm Deacon & 
Deaconess 

7:30pm 
 Senior Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study 

 6:30pm Tailgate 
Party 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
9am Coffee Café 
    Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 
4pm 4-H meeting 

 7pm Trustee 6:30pm Bells 
7:30pm 
Senior Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study 
7:30pm Shalom 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at Uncle 
Al’s 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
9am Coffee Café 
    Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 
 

  6:30pm Bells 
7:30pm 
Senior Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study 

 10-5pm Fellowship 
Hall Reserved 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
9am Coffee Café 
    Sunday School 
10:15am Worship 
 

 7pm Book Club 6:30pm Bells 
7:30pm 
Senior Choir 

6:30pm Coffee & 
Bible Study 

 4:30-6pm Chicken 
BBQ 

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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What’s your calling? 
  

When you have a sense of calling — whether it’s to be a musician, 
soloist, artist, in one of the technical fields or a plumber — there 
is something deep and enriching when you realize it isn’t just a 
casual choice; it’s a divine calling. [That’s] not limited to 
vocational Christian service, by any means. —Charles R. Swindoll  

 


