
 

Recently I had a day where I was feeling rather low.  Like every-

one, there are days where I feel better or worse, but I was rather 
annoyed about my feelings that day.  So, then I became both sad 

and grumpy.  Not a great afternoon.  After moping around a while I 
picked up a book by Henri Nouwen, one of my favorite authors who 

I’ve mentioned here before.  His book Bread for the Journey is a 
daily devotional guide, so I just turned to that day’s reading.  I knew the Holy Spirit had 

inspired me to pick it up off the pile when I read the title for the reading, “What We Feel 
Is Not Who We Are.”  I could have stopped there, but read on.  He writes about how of-

ten our emotions seem beyond our control, being triggered often from external circum-
stances.  Nouwen, though, challenges us not to linger in these negative feelings.  He 

writes: 
 

It is important to know that our emotional life is not the same as our spiritual life.  

Our spiritual life is the life of the Spirit of God within us.  As we feel our emotions 
shift we must connect our spirits with the Spirit of God and remind ourselves that 

what we feel is not who we are.  We are and remain, whatever our moods, God’s 
beloved children. 
 

I was grateful for this word of truth.  Regardless of how I feel, I am never bad, worth-
less, alone, or unloved.  I wasn’t done reading yet, so I continued on to the next day’s 

reading, titled “Overcoming Our Mood Swings.”  There, Nouwen asks, “Are we con-
demned to be passive victims of our moods?”  The answer, of course, is no.  While we 

may struggle with our emotions – perhaps even for a lifetime – they do not define and 
need not control us.   

 
We discussed recently about how Jesus’ easy yoke provides a place of learning and rest 

for us (Matt 11:28-30).  We may struggle with various emotions in our lives – loneli-
ness, sadness, anger, grief, among many others – but none of these feelings changes 

our identity as beloved sons and daughters of God.  When your day seems bleak, re-
member, your feelings are not who you are.  Jesus thinks much more of you than you 

can imagine. 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Jim 
 

The Assistant Pastor  
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August 6 Tim and Joyce Larimore   

   Makenna Jackson 

August 13 Jim and Susan Siefker    

   Seth Tadena 

August 20 Bob and Deb Ritchey    

   Brianna Jackson 

August 27 Terri Barnes and Carol Sunderland 

   Bryce Ballard 

Sept. 3  Jeff and Mary Weis    

   Kyle Smith 

Sept. 10  Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber 

   Lexi Crider 

Sept 17  Brooks and Janet Flinn   

   Makenna Jackson 

Sept 24  Bill and Pam Askins    

   Seth Tadena 

October 1 Nathan and Fara Ewing   

   Brianna Jackson 

October 8 Jim Metzger and Dan Brown  

   Bryce Ballard 

October 15 Cheyenne and Dian Ridley  

   Kyle Smith 

October 22 Jeremy and Monica Price   

   Lexi Crider 

October 29 Jeff and Donna Martin   

   Makenna Jackson 

Nov. 5  Rod and Nancy Watkins   

   Bryce Ballard 

Nov. 12  Steve and Dina Tadena   

   Seth Tadena 

Nov. 19  Jenni Martin and Janet Alger  

   Brianna Jackson 

Nov. 26  Dan and Keisha Larimore   

   Kyle Smith 

Dec. 3  Aaron and Lori Crider    

   Lexi Crider 

Dec. 10  Jeff and Melissa Thomas   

   Makenna Jackson 

Dec. 17  Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil 

   Seth Tadena 

Dec. 24  Tom and Wilma Evans   

   Brianna Jackson 

Dec. 31  George and Hope Diller   

   Bryce Ballard  

If you are unable to be here on your assigned 

Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement 

or trade Sundays with someone else on the list. 

Make sure to contact the office with the change.  

 
The Memorial Committee with approval of the 
trustees has decided to have air conditioning in-
stalled in the library and fellowship hall. This will be 
completed over the next several months. Other re-
cent purchases are fans for the sanctuary, a new 
projection screen and a popcorn machine. Thanks 
to all who contributed in memory of your family 
and friends.  
 

 
DONABELLE V. CRIDER 

September 13, 1923 – July 2, 2017 
 

Donabelle V. Crider, 93, died at 11:25 P.M. on 
Sunday, July 2, 2017, at Vancrest Health Care Center 
in Delphos, Ohio. 

Donabelle was born on Thursday, September 
13, 1923, in Lima, Ohio, to the late Willis and Norma 
(Gamble) Irvin. On Thursday, July 19, 1945, she mar-
ried Gail Crider who preceded her in death on Janu-
ary 27, 2005. 

Donabelle lived on the farm where she was 
born till the very end. She loved cooking and spend-
ing time with her son and grandchildren. 

She is survived by a son, Irvin (Shirley) Crider, 
Elida; grandchildren, Anthony (Megan) Crider of 
Gibsonville, NC and Aaron (Lori) Crider of Elida; 
great grandchildren, Shelby Crider, Lexi Crider, Max-
well Crider, Zoe Crider and Claire Conklin and sister, 
Marjean Long of Elida. 
 



 
The months of July and August the Stewardship 
and Missionary Committee will be collecting school 
supplies for area schools. There will be boxes 
placed around the church for your donations. If you 
would like to donate school supplies much need 
supplies are: watercolor paints, inexpensive head-
phones or earbuds, sanitizing wipes and tissues.  

 
For the month of August the church office hours 
will be Tuesday and Thursday from 8:30-11:30am. 
 

   
Bring your donated items to the basket at the 
south door. Items will be blessed and donated to 
an area food bank.  

 
 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth 
St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., Elida, OH 45807 

 
Add your family memories or events to the Gomer 
Congregational Church Brick Garden. You can make 
a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks 
can be made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in adding memo-
ries to our garden. You can call the church office 
419-642-2681 for order forms or more information.  
   

 
Dear Gomer Congregational Church, 
Thank you for your gift of $272. It will be used to 
feed those who are in need of help. We ask that 
you continue to pray for Church United Pantry as 
we strive to provide some of the necessities of life. 
Elizabeth A. Eley, Treasurer 
 

 
 

A new confirmation will begin in the fall. If you are 
interested in being a part of the class please con-
tact Pastor Jim! 
 

Love’s lesson 
 

 A new school year promises new adventures, 
challenges and friends — as well as new classes, 
homework and lessons. But the most important 
(and simplest) lesson we can learn is summed up 
by 19th-century hymn writer Jane Eliza Leeson: 
 

 Savior, teach me day by day 
 love’s sweet lesson to obey, 
 sweeter lesson cannot be, 
 loving him who first loved me. 



 

 
Gomer Congregational Church  

Trustee Minutes 
June 9, 2017 

Members Present:  Bob Ritchey, Jim Siefker, Tom 
Evans, Rod Watkins, Jeff Martin. Treasurer Kath-
leen Carpenter and Pastor Jim Wilder. 
Bob called Meeting to order. Meeting was started 
with a prayer by the pastor.   
Current Building Fund Balance is $9511.17 Bills 
were presented, after a discussion Jim Siefker 
made a motion to pay the bills.  Seconded by Tom 
Evans. Motion passed. 
 Old Business: 

• Kiel Diller is checking on a new security 

camera system and is not present today so 

we will table until he is here. 

• We have not received an estimate for pav-

ing the handicap area or the parking lot so 

we will also table this till we get one. 

• We did get an estimate for installing two 

catch basins in the south parking lot to pre-

pare for possible paving. The estimate was 

8300.00. After some discussion it was de-

cided to table for now.   

• Air conditioning in the library and the fel-

lowship hall was discussed. The memorial 

committee requested approval to purchase 

air-conditioning.  Trustees approved. 

• Tom is going to get someone to look at do-

ing some brickwork on the church. 

• Bob has called about getting some painting 

done in the sanctuary. He is still waiting for 

them to call back. 

 
Motion by Jim Siefker to adjourn Jeff Martin 
seconded motion passed. Meeting ad-
journed.  
 
Respectfully Submitted by Jim Siefker 

 

 
The 100th Gymanfa Ganu will be held on Sunday, 
October 1, 2017. The committee has been meeting 
each month to plan a grand celebration! If you 
would like to make a contribution to help with the 
celebration just put it in an envelope and mark it 
Gymanfa Ganu and mail it to the church office. 
 

 
On Sunday, August 6 we will be sharing in Holy 
Communion during the worship service. Following 
the service stay for our Church Picnic held in the 
fellowship hall. Meat and sweet corn (donated by 
Suter’s) will be provided. Bring a covered dish to 
share. Drinks and service will also be provided. 
 

Know your target 
 

 Businesses must know their target market. 
Writers must know their target audience. And we 
all make better decisions when we consider the 
target of our actions. 
 A college religion teacher set up a cardboard 
target in his classroom. “Draw someone who has 
upset you,” he instructed. Students sketched ex-
boyfriends or -girlfriends, coworkers who’d mis-
treated them, childhood bullies. Each, in turn, then 
placed their drawing over the bull’s-eye and took 
aim with a bow and arrow. Afterward, the bull’s-
eye was riddled with holes. The students congratu-
lated one another ... until the teacher pulled back 
the target, revealing Jesus’ scarred, torn face. 
 Silence fell as he read: “Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these ... you did it 
to me” (Matthew 25:40, NRSV). 
 In choosing actions — no matter the human 
target — remember who else will be struck by your 
arrows. Let’s take aim with love, not hurt. 

file:///C:/images/search


 

 
Dear Family, 
 

     Congratulations to the young members who 
finished the school year on their honor rolls. From 
Elida:  Bryce Ballard & Lexi Crider, 5th grade; 
Brionna Jackson, 6th grade.  From Columbus Grove: 
Will Nusbaum & Leanndra Price, 9th grade; Amelia 
Page, 10th grade; Madison Nusbaum, Alexis Price, 
& Kaitlyn Price, 11th grade.  From Pandora-Gilboa: 
Seth Tadena. 
     Congratulations to Emily Siefker who made the 
Dean's List again at Findlay University. 
     Happy Birthday to Joanne Reese who will be 92.  
Happy Anniversary to Betty & Willard Metzger who 
are celebrating their 66th. 
     Our scout troop did well again at scout camp last 
month.  Over 50 merit badges were earned.    One 
of the badges was an aviation badge, a new badge, 
earned by Jake Evans.  Gomer had 6 new campers 
this year.  Ten adults accompanied our campers.  
Five of our leaders wired the new boat house, 
which is used during the camp for water classes 
such as boating.  They ran the wires, installed 
lights, receptacles, etc. 
     Did You Know?  The first Assistant Pastor was 
created and written by the Reverend Clarence 
Bradbury in 1944.  Rev.  Bradbury also researched 
and wrote the first history of Gomer and the 
Congregational Church of Gomer.  It was written for 
the Centennial Anniversary of the church in 1939 
     Good luck to our 4-H members at the Allen 
County fair this month. 
     Many members of our family volunteer some of 
their time to help others. If you are one of them, or 
know of one of them, please inform Susan.  We 
would like to recognize these volunteers. 

 

     Great--Aunt Grace 
 

The log in your eye 
 

 This humorous illustration of how not to get 
along at college also demonstrates Jesus’ teaching 
in Matthew 7:3-5. 
 A young man from Scotland went to study at 
an English university. A month into the school year, 
his mother visited and asked how he liked living in 
the dorm. “It’s awful!” he exclaimed. “The fellow in 
the room next door bangs his head on the wall con-
stantly, and the one on the other side screams all 
day.” 
 “How do you stand it?” his mother asked in 
amazement. 
 “Oh, I ignore them,” her son replied. “I just sit 
here quietly, playing my bagpipes.” 

 

 
 

Glen R. Sandy 

June 30, 1930 – March 25, 2017 

Memorial Fund: Menna Morgan 

 
Donabelle V. Crider 

September 13, 1923 – July 2, 2017 
Memorial Fund: Pat Sharrits, Janice Branham, Bob 
& Joanne Koehl 

 
Congratulations to Lawrence and Emily Manuel on 
the birth of their daughter on June 21 at 7:58 
am.  Her name is Finley Lynn Manuel, 8 lbs 4 oz and 
20 inches long.  Her big sister, Avery, is very ex-
cited.  Jim & Sandy Schwartzengraber are the very 
proud grandparents! 
 



An addition to the great 
grands in our clan! 
July 13, 2017 Jordan & 
Ashlyn Schimpf had a 
baby girl Isabelle Riley 
weighing 5lb. 6oz. 
July 14, 2017 Katlin 
(Schimpf) & Micah 
Brown had a baby boy 
Henry Micah weighing 
6lb. 13oz. Grandparents 
are Andy & Laurette 

Schimpf and great grandparents Janice and Ed 
Branham. 
 

Christ’s hands 
 

 In World War II, bombs destroyed a church in 
Strasbourg, France. As parishioners cleared the 
rubble, they discovered a statue of Jesus that was 
now missing both hands. 
 A visiting sculptor later offered to make re-
pairs, but church members declined, saying Christ 
“has no hands to minister to the needy or feed the 
hungry or enrich the poor — except our hands. He 
inspires. We perform.”  
 St. Teresa of Avila wrote: 
 

 Christ has no body but yours; 
 no hands, no feet on earth but yours. 
 Yours are the eyes with which he looks 
 compassion on this world. 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do     
good. 
Yours are the hands with which he blesses all 
the world. 

 Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 
 yours are the eyes, you are his body. 
 Christ has no body now but yours. 

 

 

 
 

                      Current Expense  Building 
May 28  71  $1475.    $10. 
June 4  54  $1271.      0 

June 11 54  $ 717.         0 
June 18 41  $1073.    $30. 

June 25 53  $ 629.      0 
July 2  51  $1310.         $50. 
July 9  54  $1580.    $60. 

July 16  42  $1070.    $10. 
July 23  89  $ 366.    $10. 

 
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 
 

 
The church will be unlocked as follows: 
Monday 12-5 
Tuesday 8:30-5  
Wednesday 12-8 
Thursday 8:30-5 
Friday 12- 5 
Saturday upon request 

 

 
Our weekly Bible Study continues at Martha Britt’s. 
We meet on Thursdays at 7:00. Please come and 
join us at 6:30 for coffee and Bible study will follow 
at 7. We hope to see you there. 

 



Sunday school’s origins 
  

 Sunday school began in England as early as 
1751. Better known is Robert Raikes’ work in 
Gloucester 30 years later. Concerned about poor 
children who worked in factories six days a week 
and often turned to crime, he offered classes on 
the only day kids were free. Soon various organiza-
tions offered a loose network of such Sunday 
schools, which taught basic reading and writing, us-
ing the Bible as a text. 
 Ten years later, Samuel Slater started the first 
U.S. Sunday school in his Rhode Island textile mills. 
By the mid-1800s, Sunday school attendance was 
an almost-universal childhood experience. As soci-
ety became more secular and public education was 
mandated by the 1870s, Sunday schools focused on 
spiritual practices: prayers, hymns, catechism 
knowledge and Scripture memorization. 
 Well into the 20th century, Sunday school 
served as the church’s main outreach tool. Many 
adults fondly remember their teachers and lessons, 
and Sunday school continues to play a significant 
part in faith development. 

 

In September! 
 

Compelled to share 

 In 2 Kings 7, a great siege is lifted when God 
causes the Arameans, Israel’s enemies, to flee. Ini-
tially, some lepers at the city gate keep the victory 
quiet, hiding the spoils of war. Then they realize, 
“What we’re doing is not right. This is a day of good 
news and we are keeping it to ourselves” (verse 9, 
NIV). 
 How often we keep the good news of God’s 
grace and salvation to ourselves! Yet it’s intended 
for everyone, and there’s plenty to go around. In 
fact, it never ends. Who in your life needs to hear 
that news today? 

The heart of Jesus 

 

 
 The idea of a spiritual heart transplant is a 
vivid image to me; once you have the heart of 
somebody else inside you, then that heart is there. 
Jesus’ heart is inside me, and my heart is gone. So if 
God were to place a stethoscope against my chest, 
he would hear the heart of Jesus Christ beating. 
—Max Lucado 

      

Make plans to join us Saturday, September 9 at 
6:30pm for a tailgate party. At 7:30pm we will 
watch OSU and Oklahoma football game on the big 
screen. Bring your favorite snack to share, bever-
age and a lawn chair.  
 

Christian Symbol 

  
 In biblical context, scales symbolize judgment, 
particularly divine judgment. In Daniel 5:27, the 
king is told he has been “weighed on the scales [by 
God] and found wanting.” Job also uses scales as a 
metaphor for judgment: “Let God weigh me in hon-
est scales and he will know that I am blameless” 
(Job 31:6, NIV). Fi-
nally, scales may 
represent the arch-
angel Michael, who 
is sometimes consid-
ered responsible for 
“weighing” the souls 
of the dead. 



 
 

BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1 

Nick Tadena 
 

3 
Tisha Kill 

Charles & Carolyn Edwards 
 

4 
Tim & Joyce Larimore 

 
5 

Michelle Clevenger Spencer 
Pat & Russell Sharrits 

 
6 

Janice Branham 
Bob & Kim Roethlisberger 

 
7 

Brooks Flinn 
 

8 
Mitch Evans 

 

9 
Lisa Coonfare 

Nicholas & Kristin Siefker 
 

10  
Chris & Kathleen Britt 

 
11 

Robert Alger 
 

12 
Dallas Jackson 

 
14 

Angela & Kevin Walsh 
 

17 
Joanne Reese 
Pamela Askins 

Ray & Angie Thomas 
 

18 
Elaine Bass 

Delaney Barnes 
 

19 
Sarah Dyke Brenneman 
Betty & Willard Metzger 

 
20 

Dave Renner 
 

23 
Pat Sharrits 

 
24  

Nathan Fogt 
 
 

25 
Willard Nusbaum 

James & Cynthia Clevenger 
 

26 
Tom Renner 

Amber Griesdorn 
 

27 
Jacob Sunderland 

 
28 

Dave Smith  
Ben Rager 

 
31 

Dina Tadena 
Jan & Louie Siefker 

 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 

 

Bible Quiz 

 
Jacob had two wives, two concubines 

(his wives’ maids), 12 sons and one 

daughter. Who gave birth to the 

daughter, Dinah? 

 A. Zilpah 

 B. Bilhah 

 C. Leah 

 D. Rachel 

Answer: (See Genesis 30:19-21.) 

LAZY DAYS OF SUMMER 

By Monetta Lloyd (1999) 
 

The lazy days of summer 

Are on us once again 

Skies so blue and puffy clouds 

Just can’t remember when. 
 

The corn stands, oh so tall 

And sweet the fragrant hay 

Apple trees are bending low 

With fruit to pick each day. 
 

I hear the crickets chirping 

In the meadows near by 

The big bull frogs are calling  

From the Lilly pads where they lie. 
 

The children all are playing 

A game of slow pitch ball 

While mom hangs out her washing 

And grandma come to call. 
 

The cattle graze so peacefully 

In pastures green and cool 

And the buzzing of the locust 

Means it’s nearly time for school. 
 

Yes, the lazy days of summer 

Are so precious to us all 

Relax—enjoy—time hurries on  

Before the leaves begin to fall. 
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GOD OF TOMORROWS    
 

 

 This is the blessed life — not anxious to see far in front, nor 
eager to choose the path, but quietly following behind the Shepherd, 

one step at a time. The Shepherd was 
always out in front of the sheep. He was 

down in front. Any attack upon them had 
to take him into account.  
 Now God is down in front. He is in 
the tomorrows. It is tomorrow that fills 
[people] with dread. God is there already. 
All the tomorrows of our life have to pass 
him before they can get to us. 
—F.B. Meyer 
 


