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I was reading recently in Psalm 116. The psalm is one of
thanksgiving, specifically for being spared from death,
and the writer (some suggest David or another king,
though no author is listed) expresses in many different
ways his praise to God for his mercy.
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I was stopped in my tracks as I read verse 7 – “Be at rest once more, O my
soul, for the LORD has been good to you (Psa 116:7 NIV).” Be at rest. The
psalmist is not suggesting that we cease effort or productivity in our lives.
Instead, he suggests we return to a place of peace in our spirit, having experienced God’s profound mercy.
This verse brought to mind an experience I had at a retreat several years
ago. It was late in the evening and, following the final service of the night,
a number of us remained in the sanctuary for prayer and reflection. I remember sitting on the floor near the pulpit, just looking at the large cross
hanging in the front. I was so still someone asked if I was OK. I responded
that I was more than OK. I was just basking in God’s grace. It was a
peace I do not have every day, but I’m glad I had it that day, and when life
fills me with anxiety, remembering that peace can help me find my way to
calmer feelings.
We are heading into summer – a time for vacations, fun, and rest. Make
sure to regularly take some time from your busy life to give your soul a
chance to be at rest with God. The psalmist writes earlier “The LORD is
gracious and righteous; our God is full of compassion (Psa 116:5 NIV).” Allow your experiences of God’s compassion to refresh your soul and bring
you rest.
Have a great summer!
Grace and peace,
Jim

June 4

Marty and Deb Thomas
Bryce Ballard
June 11
Tom and Wilma Evans
Kyle Smith
June 18
Katie Siefker & Angie Siefker
Lexi Crider
June 25
Brian and Rachel Baker
Makenna Jackson
July 2
Pat Sharrits and Martha Britt
Seth Tadena
July 9
Kiel and Emily Diller
Brianna Jackson
July 16
Louie and Jan Siefker
Bryce Ballard
July 23
Larry and Deb Stewart
Kyle Smith
July 30
Ron and Denise Meyers
Lexi Crider
August 6
Tim and Joyce Larimore
Makenna Jackson
August 13 Jim and Susan Siefker
Seth Tadena
August 20 Bob and Deb Ritchey
Brianna Jackson
August 27 Terri Barnes and Carol Sunderland
Bryce Ballard
Sept. 3
Jeff and Mary Weis
Kyle Smith
Sept. 10
Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber
Lexi Crider
Sept 17
Brooks and Janet Flinn
Makenna Jackson
Sept 24
Bill and Pam Askins
Seth Tadena
October 1 Nathan and Fara Ewing
Brianna Jackson
October 8 Jim Metzger and Dan Brown
Bryce Ballard
October 15 Cheyenne and Dian Ridley
Kyle Smith
October 22 Jeremy and Monica Price
Lexi Crider

October 29 Jeff and Donna Martin
Makenna Jackson
Nov. 5
Rod and Nancy Watkins
Bryce Ballard
Nov. 12
Steve and Dina Tadena
Seth Tadena
Nov. 19
Jenni Martin and Janet Alger
Brianna Jackson
Nov. 26
Dan and Keisha Larimore
Kyle Smith
Dec. 3
Aaron and Lori Crider
Lexi Crider
Dec. 10
Jeff and Melissa Thomas
Makenna Jackson
Dec. 17
Kathleen Carpenter and Peg Heil
Seth Tadena
Dec. 24
Tom and Wilma Evans
Brianna Jackson
Dec. 31
George and Hope Diller
Bryce Ballard
If you are unable to be here on your assigned
Sunday, we would ask that you find a replacement
or trade Sundays with someone else on the list.
Make sure to contact the office with the change.

A HYMN’S LONG JOURNEY
The beloved hymn “How Great Thou
Art” came together across many years
and miles. In 1885, when Swedish
preacher Carl Boberg wrote a poem titled
“O, Great God,” he probably never
dreamed he’d hear it performed years
later to an old Swedish tune. Or that a
Russian version would impact Stuart
Hine, an English missionary to Poland,
several decades later. Hine penned his
own English version, resulting in the
now-familiar lyrics.
From “the rolling thunder” echoing off
the Carpathian Mountains, to the “woods
and forest glades” of Romania, to powerful conversions to Christianity, Hine was
inspired to craft each verse. Sometimes
the Holy Spirit takes time to complete a
work, and that journey is as important as
the destination.

Beginning May 22 and running through
August the church office hours will be
Tuesday and Thursday from 8:3011:30am.

THE WOODEN SHOE OF WORRY
The word sabotage has a fascinating
history. Sabot is the French word for a
wooden shoe. Sabotage was the act of
throwing a shoe into machinery to stop
work. Now it means any attempt to hinder production or spoil a product.
Satan tries to cast a wooden shoe
into our souls to prevent us from accomplishing God’s plan. That shoe is worry,
which can crush the spirit, sour our disposition and interfere with Christian service. That’s why Jesus instructs: “Do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will
worry about itself” (Matthew 6:34, NIV).
Jesus isn’t promoting laziness or indifference; instead, he encourages us to trust
our Father, who provides for all our
needs.
Be on guard, and don’t let worry sabotage your faith!

Bring your donated items to the basket
at the south door. Items will be blessed
and donated to an area food bank.

During the worship service on Sunday,
May 7 we welcomed Martin Blee Dredge
into God’s kingdom and our congregation
through Holy Baptism. Martin was born
November 16, 2016 to Scott and Jeani
(Martin) Dredge. His godparents are
Kelly Dredge & TJ Martin. His grandparents are Jeff & Donna Martin and Ron &
Deb Dredge. We rejoice at Martin’s rebirth through water and the Word!

Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest,
1425 E. Fifth St. Delphos, OH 45833
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd.,
Elida, OH 45807

Add your family memories or events to
the Gomer Congregational Church Brick
Garden. You can make a permanent record for only $50 per brick. Bricks can be
made in memory of a person or event in
your family history. Please join us in
adding memories to our garden. You can
call the church office 419-642-2681 for
order forms or more information.

Mark your calendars for this year’s Vacation Bible School July 16 to July 20!

This is just a reminder about the Pastoral
Relations Committee and its current
members. The primary purpose of the
Pastoral Relations Committee is to support and nurture an open and mutually
beneficial relationship between the pastor and members of the congregation.
The PRC facilitates communication between the pastor and the congregation.
We would like to be a positive, supportive, proactive committee. If you have
any praises or concerns that you would
like to communicate to this committee,
the current members and their contact
information are listed below. We also
have a mailbox in the church office.
Bill Askins (567) 204-1072
Tom Evans (419) 230-6548
Janet Flinn (419) 235-6216
Katie Siefker (419) 516-7580
Angie Siefker (419) 304-6899
Dina Tadena (419) 812-4711

Thank you to all who showed expressions
of sympathy, thoughts and prayers for
Betty Arthur.
The Arthur and Syler Family

Dear Family,
Happy birthday to Ross Thomas on
his 89th birthday. Congratulations to
Sharon and Will Nusbaum celebrating
their 57th anniversary, and to Terri and
Bud Barnes on their 61st.
Congratulations to Emily Siefker for
making the Dean's List at Findlay
University, and to Ryan Price who made
the Dean's List at Ohio State University.
It's time for a brief health update.
Helen John and Donabelle Crider are in
Van Crest. Julie Acome is now home,
having therapy, and making gradual
improvement. Jo Isaacs is home, and
will not have to have surgery. Codey
Ewing continues to improve and will be
able to work on his Eagle Scout project.
Madison Nusbaum received Honorable
Mention on the All Northwest Conference
Softball Team. She plays second base on
the Columbus Grove team who were the
district runners-up.
Did You Know: Last month I told
you that in 1857 the first organ was
introduced into our church. It was
introduced by Ebenezer Davis who also
started the first choir in 1843 in the log
church, and their singing became noted
for its excellence. His son, Dr. John
Davis, took over in 1869 and led the
choir for 35 years until his death in 1904.
Under his direction the choir won prizes
in many Ohio Eisteddfods.
Summer is a busy time, but don't
forget to let us know about your
activities and family and friend news.

Great--Aunt Grace

MEETING MINUTES
May 2, 2017
The meeting was called to order by
Chairman, George Diller. Secretary report was reviewed and accepted as corrected.
Pastor’s Report
5 worship services
3 Bible Studies
4 committee meetings 4 hospital visits
4 home visits
2 funerals
2 nursing home visits
1 Gymanfa planning meeting
See Easter Service, Palm Sunday,
Maundy Thursday, Good Friday service,
Easter Sunrise, and Easter worship
Old Business:
1. For Baptism Sunday for Martin Blee
Dredge will need a rose for the altar. Kim Roethlisberger will get this
2. Betty Rager will still send cards
3. No reaction from the congregation
on there not being specific closing
greeters,we will all function as
greeters
4. Ballgame on July 2 – Tigers vs Indians The bus trip details are being
finalized $50 a ticket
5. June 17 we will sponsor a “Movie”
night out doors. Kiel Diller is proceeding on the equipment needed
to hold this outside. Time will be
announced. Bring lawn chairs and
guests welcome. Popcorn will be
provided. Bring you own appropriate for church beverage.
New Business:
1. The Church Council and the Deacons are both focusing on Growth.
a. Helping Scouts with trip to New
Mexico in 2018
b. Church Outreach – local mission

c. Fund Raiser with a purpose –
ours will be Bible School and
Sunday School funds for 2018
Ideas: purse bingo, reverse raffle, social functions – ex La Comedia
2. Discussed church campout (Ewing
Woods)
3. Pastor Jim is working on Confirmation ideas for Fall
Joyce Larimore, secretary

The church will be unlocked as follows:
Monday 12-5
Tuesday 8:30-5
Wednesday 12-8
Thursday 8:30-5
Friday 12- 5
Saturday upon request

100th Gymanfa Ganu
October 1, 2017 at 7:00pm
Gomer Congregational Church
Light lunch available at
4:00pm
Everyone Welcome!

Our weekly Bible Study continues at Martha Britt’s. We meet on Thursdays at
7:00. Please come and join us at 6:30
for coffee and Bible study will follow at 7.
We hope to see you there.

Current Expense Building
April 30
60
$775.00
$10
May 7
71
$1473.00
$50.
May 14
56
$634.00
$35.
May 21
64
$1670.00
$25.
May 28
71
$
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget
$2058.

Christian Symbol

Glen R. Sandy
Memorial Fund: Brooks & Janet Flinn
Organ Fund: Willard & Betty Metzger
Lillian Rupel
Memorial Fund: Brooks & Janet Flinn
Doreen Knoderer
Memorial Fund: Brooks & Janet Flinn

Sparrow
Birds in general
symbolize God’s
presence. Sparrows
represent God’s concern and care even
for those thought insignificant. In Jesus’
words, “Are not two
sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one
of them will fall to the ground outside
your Father’s care. … So don’t be afraid;
you are worth more than many sparrows” (Matthew 10:29, 31, NIV).

Your ticket is stamped

Join us June 17 at 8:30 for a community
movie night here at the church. Bring
lawn chairs and guests welcome. Popcorn
will be provided. Bring you own appropriate for church beverage.

On a train trip, a pastor struck up a
conversation with a seatmate who
thought character and good works led to
salvation. The pastor wasn’t making progress but had a realization when the conductor collected tickets, quickly checking
the date before stamping each one.
After the conductor passed by, the
pastor told his fellow passenger: “All the
conductor looked at was your ticket. He
did not inquire about your character. He
didn’t care who you were — whether you
were a good or moral man or a criminal.
So it is with salvation. You need only
God’s ‘ticket to heaven’ stamped by the
blood of Jesus Christ.”

Stop, look
and listen
Literature,
painting, music —
the most basic
lesson that all art
teaches us is to
stop, look and listen to life on this
planet, including
our own lives, as
a vastly richer,
deeper, more
mysterious business than most of
the time it ever
occurs to us to suspect as we bumble
along from day to day on automatic pilot.
...
When Jesus [says] that the greatest
command of all is to love God and to love
our neighbor, he too is asking us to pay
attention. If we are to love God, we must
first stop, look and listen for him in what
is happening around us and inside us. If
we are to love our neighbors, before doing anything else we must see our neighbors. With our imagination as well as our
eyes, that is to say like artists, we must
see not just their faces but the life behind and within their faces. Here it is
love that is the frame we see them in.
—Frederick Buechner, Whistling in the
Dark

Why Grandma gave
One Sunday as she was getting ready
for church, a grandmother received a call
from her daughter. “Can you watch the
kids while we’re out of town next week?”
the daughter asked.
Grandma was so thrilled she put an
extra $5 into the offering plate that
morning.
The next Sunday, after her three
young grandchildren had returned home,
she put in an extra $20.

One or the other
Either we trust in God, and in that
case we neither trust in ourselves, nor in
our fellow-men, nor in circumstances,
nor in anything besides; or we do trust in
one or more of these, and in that case do
not trust in God.
—George Müller
A pilgrim’s progress
In A Million Steps, Kurt Koontz describes his month-long pilgrimage along
the Camino de Santiago (“Way of St.
James”), a 490-mile route from southern
France through northern Spain. Since the
ninth century, millions have undertaken
this challenging trek.
As Koontz hiked downhill one morning, he was awed by a gorgeous sunrise.
“The path was so steep,” he writes, “that
I could descend a bit and relive the sunrise over and over. I took a gazillion photos and must have looked back at least
40 times.” Yet the experience made
Koontz realize that “going forward is difficult when you are always looking backward.” We can’t dwell on the past so
completely that our progress and growth
are impeded.
Jesus says, “No one who puts a hand
to the plow and looks back is fit for the
kingdom of God” (Luke 9:62, NRSV). As
we walk the path of faith, may we give
thanks for God’s past gifts while focusing
on Jesus, who leads us ever forward.
Stay anchored
Hold fast to the Bible as the [main]
anchor of your liberties; write its precepts on your hearts
and practice them in
your lives. To the influence of this book we
are indebted for all the
progress made in true
civilization, and to this
we must look as our
guide in the future.
—Ulysses S. Grant

June 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri
1

Sat
2

3

9

10

6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

4

5

9amCoffee Hour
10:15amWorship
4pm- 4-H

11

6
6:30pmChristian
Education
Committee
7:30pmDeacon &
Deaconess

12

9amCoffee Hour
10:15amWorship

7
7pm- Scouts

13

14

7pm- Trustees 10am- Welsh
Society
meeting
7pm- Scouts

8
6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

15

16

6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

8:30pmCommunity
Outdoor
Movie

Flag Day

18

19

20

9amCoffee Hour
10:15amWorship
4pm- 4-H

21
7pm- Scouts

22

23

6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

Father's Day

25
9amCoffee Hour
10:15amWorship

26

27
7pm- 100th
Gymanfa
Ganu
Committee

17
9 to Noon Recycling at
Uncle Al’s

28

29
6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

Scouts leave
for camp

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.

30

24

BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
1
Jan Siefker
2
Andy Olds
Mark Metz
3
Oren & Michele Long
4
Jim Siefker
7
Kiel Diller
8
Gage Myers
9
Colton Ewing
10
Teena Ebbeskottee
12
Claire Henderson

13
Jay Tadena

29
Amelia Page

14
Ross Thomas
Caryn & Ron Robinson

30
Hope Diller
Penblwydd Hapus i chwi!
(Happy Birthday to you
in Welsh)

18
Katie Knoderer
Deb & Bob Ritchey
Sarah & Kyle Brenneman

20
George & Hope Diller
Brian & Ann Knoderer

Special dates
•
•
•
•
•

Pentecost, June 4
Trinity Sunday, June 11
Flag Day, June 14
Father’s Day, June 18
First day of summer, June 20

23
Cynthia & Scott Neubert
25

Sharon & Willard Nusbaum 57

Rachel & Brian Baker

26
Cheyenne Ridley
Dan & Keisha Larimore
27
Dorothy Born
28
Betty Metzger
Megan Frank
Christian Long
Marty & Deb Thomas

Bee
The bee symbolizes various traits
across cultures and faiths, includeing community, industry and
resurrection. Its sting may
represent judgment, while its
honey calls to mind the sweetness
of divine riches. Multiple times in
the Old Testament, the Promised
Land is described as “flowing with
milk and honey” (e.g., Exodus
3:8), and the Psalms declare God’s
words “sweeter than honey”
(19:10; 119:103).

“Summer Flowers”
Behold the flowers of June!
How fair and bright their
buds appear,
as, opening to the summer
air,
our eyes and hearts they
cheer!
Who would have thought
there could abound
such beauty and delight
beneath the cold and wintry
ground
that hid those flowers from
sight?
That power which made
and governs all —
the mighty power of God —
alone could life and beauty
call
out of the lifeless sod.
And he, who from the
winter's gloom
can summer thus disclose,
shall one day make the
desert bloom,
and blossom as the rose.
—Anonymous

July 2017
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat
1

2

3

4

9am
Fellowship
Café
10am Worship

9

10

9am
Fellowship
Café
10am Worship
4pm- 4-H

16

17

24

9am
Fellowship
Café
10am Worship

30

11
7pm
Trustee
meeting

9am
5:45-8pm
Fellowship
Bible School
Café
10am Worship
5:45-8pm
Bible School

23

5
7pmBoy Scouts

12
10am- Welsh
Society
7pmBoy Scouts

18
5:45-8pm
Bible School

25

6

7

8

6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

19
5:45-8pm
Bible School

26

13

14

6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

20

15
9 to Noon
Recycling at
Uncle Al’s

21

22

28

29

5:45-8pm
Bible School
6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

27
6:30pmCoffee & Bible
Study at
Martha Britt’s

31

9am
7pm- Church
Fellowship
Council
Café
10am Worship

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.

Fara Ewing
Teena & Ron Ebbeskotte
12
Janet Alger
Dan Larimore
Dan Spicer
Bud & Terri Barnes 61
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
2
Cameron Roethlisberger
3
Ashli Diller
Bryan Flick
Tom Rice
5
Tammy Jackson
Stacy Barker
Mark Wannemacher
6
Donald Montooth
7
Mark & Sue Wannemacher
9
James Clevenger
10
Bud Barnes
Andrea & Tracy Frank
11

13
Aason Page
15
Darrin Frysinger

Brittney Jackson
25
Jaden Coonfare
Adam Long
26
Dean Alger
28
Kayla Martz Grant
29
Tom Lloyd

16
David Streeter
Bobby Grandbois III

30
Samantha Nusbaum

19
Rod Watkins
Ethan Watkins

31
Rod Clevenger
Joyce Freed

20
Aaron & Lori Crider

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi!
(Happy Birthday to you in
Welsh)

21
Gary Watkins
Diana Barnt
Chris Britt

SPECIAL DATES

22
Gabrielle Garman
23
Gayle Alger
Rod & Nancy Watkins

July 4
Independence Day lessons

24

for church life
• Return to the basics — On
July 4 we commemorate the
origins of our country. In terms
of faith, we also periodically
need to hear again the foundational stories of Creation, the
Israelites and, of course, Jesus
• Honor the gift of freedom —
“For freedom Christ has set us
free … do not submit again to a
yoke of slavery” (Galatians 5:1,
ESV). We strive as citizens to
preserve and live out our national freedom. Likewise, as citizens of God’s kingdom we live
gladly in the freedom of salvation and share that gift with
others.
• Enjoy community — July 4 is
known for picnics, parades and
other community gatherings.
Similarly, the church is nourished by coming together for
worship, meals and other
special events.
• Be light in the darkness — As
fireworks brighten the sky with
light and color, the church is
called to display the Gospel’s
unique light in a dark world.
Our word dynamite and the
Greek word for power — as in,
“You will receive power when
the Holy Spirit comes on you”
(Acts 1:8) — share a root.
Through God’s power in us, we
share Jesus — dynamically! —
with others. —Heidi Mann
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Spiritual submarines
Author Steve Farrar encourages Christian fathers to be spiritual submarines
under the surface of their children’s lives. “Through your prayers you have the
ability to affect situations where you
are not physically present,” he writes
in Standing Tall. “You may be
undetected, but that does not mean
that you are ineffective.”
A man who puts on the armor
of God and goes to war on his knees
for his children is a force to be
reckoned with, Farrar adds. “When it
comes to battle ... understand that
you have been given awesomely
powerful weapons.”

