
 

 

Recently I stumbled upon a couple of ancient Christian hymns writ-
ten by St. Romanos the Melodist.  Having read a number of these, 

many of you are not at all surprised that I’m writing about some-
thing from the 6th century!  Romanos was Syrian by birth, but later 

moved to Constantinople where he served at the great church 
Hagia Sophia.  The book I was consulting did not have the complete text of the hymns, 

but a couple lines jumped out at me as we ponder our Christ’s triumph over sin and 
death on Resurrection Day.   

 
First, in reference to the women who went to the tomb early in the morning, he writes 

“It was dark, but love lighted the way for her.”  Here, Romanos reminds us of the dark-
ness of our place before God when we remained in our sin, but it was God’s love, seen in 

the passion and resurrection of Jesus, which made it possible for us to see!  Jesus is in-
deed the light of the world! 

 
In another hymn he writes, “truly you bore all for the sake of the one who fell. You en-

dured all, so that Adam may dance.”  Adam, the first man, is commonly used as an im-
age for all of us, disobedient, under the curse, and deserving punishment.  God did not 

desire us to remain in this position, though, and beginning in Genesis 3 itself, we begin 
to see the story of salvation unfold.  Ultimately, it finds fulfilment in Jesus Christ who 

bore our sin so that we could rejoice in eternal life with God.  Christ’s victory allows us, 
who were once cursed, to dance with Adam whose disobedience was rendered powerless 

by Jesus.   
 

Easter is a time for celebration, hope, and rejoicing!  Love made the path of light visible 
through the darkness.  Jesus’ passion permits us to dance with Adam.  Christ is risen!  

He is risen, indeed! 
 

Grace and peace, 
 

Jim 
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On Thursday, April 13 there will be a 
Maundy Thursday service at 7PM.We will 

be observing the last supper by going to 
the table eleven at a time for Holy Com-

munion. A very meaningful service. 

 
Friday, April 14 at 7PM there will be a 
Community Lenten Service held at First 

Baptist Church, 451 N. Cable Rd. in Li-
ma.  

 
Shalom is sponsoring an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Saturday, April 15 at 9:30AM at the 

church rain or shine for all children up to 
grade 5. Be sure to bring your Easter 

baskets. Donuts and juice will be served. 

 
Our Sunrise Service begins at 7am on 

Sunday, April 16. 

 
An Easter Breakfast of breakfast casse-
role, fresh fruit and scones will be served 

immediately following sunrise service un-
til the regular church service or until we 

run out. 
 

 
Sunday April 16 the Easter service will 
begin at 10:15AM. The Senior Choir will 

be singing and we will celebrate Holy 

Communion.  



 
 

April 2  Jeff and Mary Weis   
   Seth Tadena 

April 9  George and Hope Diller  
   Brianna Jackson 

April 16   Jim & Sandy Schwartzengraber
   Bryce Ballard 

April 23 Terri Barnes and Peg Heil 
   Lexi Crider 

April 30 Brooks and Janet Flinn  
   Kyle Smith 

May 7  Dave and Pam Smith   
   Makenna Jackson 

May 14 Willard and Betty Metzger 
   Kaden Smith 

May 21 Jeremy and Monica Price  

   Seth Tadena 
May 28 Oren and Michele Long  

   Brianna Jackson 
June 4  Marty and Deb Thomas  

   Bryce Ballard 
June 11 Tom and Wilma Evans  

   Kyle Smith 
June 18 Katie Siefker & Angie Siefker

   Lexi Crider 
June 25 Brian and Rachel Baker  

   Makenna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your 

assigned Sunday, we would ask that you 
find a replacement or trade Sundays with 

someone else on the list. Make sure to 

contact the office with the change.  
 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 
1425 E. Fifth St. Delphos, OH 45833 

Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., 
Elida, OH 45807 

Springtime 
By Monetta Lloyd 

 

Springtime is upon us 
We greet it with a smile 

Lovely warm breezes blowing 
Oh my, it’s been a while! 
 

The flowers are all blooming 
The leaves return to the trees 

Tulips and daffodils are glowing 

As they sway in the breeze. 
 

Farmers are all busy planting 

Their precious seed in the soil 
They work so many hours 

From morn till night, they toil. 
 

Mother Nature show her best 

As blossoms spring here and there 
Children play their games 

In the warm sunshine everywhere. 
 

We thank God for sunshine 

Also the rain that must fall 
We give thanks for our blessings 

But friendships, most of all. 

 
Join us each Sunday for Sunday School 

at 9am, Coffee Hour from 9:30 to 10am 
and then stay for the Worship Service 

beginning at 10:15am. 
 

Christian Symbol 
 

Agnus Dei 
 This image is known as the Agnus Dei, 
Latin for “Lamb of God.” When pictured 

standing and with a banner, it represents the 
risen Christ, victorious over death. John the 
Baptist, seeing Jesus approach, famously de-

clared, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the 

world!” (John 1:29, 
NIV). In Revelation, 
too, Jesus is por-

trayed as a lamb who 
was slain but now 

reigns triumphant. 



Ladies Tea 
Sunday 

May 7, 2017 

Gomer  
Congregational 

Church 
2 to 4pm 

 

In the Fellowship 
Hall 

Shake, Rattle and 
Roll with Welsh 

Vocal Entertainer J. Jay Brook! Lunch, 
entertainment, raffle items and door 

prizes. 

Adults: $10 and girls under 10 years $5.  
This is a pre-pay event and the hall will 

only hold 100 people, so don’t get left 
out. Call Linda Whittington at 419-642-

5911 for your reservations. Deadline for 
reservations is May 1, 2017 
Sponsored by the Welsh Society in Gomer 

and all proceeds go towards scholarships. 
 

Easter lifts the fog 
 A friend stood one day where he 

could view the Golden Gate Bridge in San 
Francisco. At first it was completely 

shrouded in early morning fog. But as 
the sun rose, the fog lifted between the 

upright piers of the bridge, leaving the 

land anchors still unseen.  
 Is it not so with life? We see only 

what is between the great piers called 
birth and death. But Easter lifts the fog 

from both. Easter is the time when we 
see more completely the anchorages that 

sustain life. —George Mecklenberg 

 
Add your family memories or events to 

the Gomer Congregational Church Brick 
Garden. You can make a permanent rec-

ord for only $50 per brick. Bricks can be 
made in memory of a person or event in 

your family history. Please join us in 

adding memories to our garden. You can 
call the church office 419-642-2681 for 

order forms or more information. 
 

 
Richard Carlyle Arthur 

May 28, 1926 – January 24, 2017  
Memorial Fund: Willard & Betty Metzger 

 

Emil Allemeier 
Died March 2, 2017 

Memorial Fund: Marjean Long 
 

LILLIAN MAE EVANS RUPEL 
August 19, 1919 – February 20, 2017 

MEMORIAL FUND: 
Tom & Jeannie Weger, Tom & Wilma Ev-

ans, Marvin & Fay Stephens, Sue & Jay 
Grusenmeyer, Diana Barnt, Barbara 

Frysinger, Linda & John Dodge, Sharon & 

Will Nusbaum, Joel & Marcia Ashma, 
Bruce & Marcia Arnold, Betty Fogt, Ruth 

Ann Poling, Helen John, Cynthia Spragg, 
Becky Foust, Gordon Best, Pat Sharrits, 

Bill Williams, Jim & Susan Siefker & Fam-
ily, Jim & Sandy Schwartzengraber, Joan 

& Elwood Thomas, Tim & Maryanne Bow-
erman & Family, Mark & Sue Capoccia, 

Nancy & John Keough, Marjean Mille, 
Ralph & Maureen Rode, Carol & Fitz Fitz-

gerald, Patsy & Ronald Evans, Judy & 
James Evans, Karen & Charles Odell, 

Sally Evans, Ron & Cheryl Elwer, 
Kathryn Smith, William Morris, Dorothy 

Burr, Frank Isaacs, Louie & Jan Siefker, 

Willard & Betty Metzger, Rick Garner 
ORGAN FUND: 

Della Archer, Joanne Reese, Randy & 
Jackie Reese Degen  

CHOIR FUND: 
Betty Rager  

ASSISTANT PASTOR FUND: 
Janice Branham  

ASSISTIVE HEARING PROGRAM: 
Janet Wallace  



 
 

     Sarah "Betty" Elizabeth Arthur 
December 6, 1925- March 5, 2017 

 

     Sarah "Betty" Elizabeth Arthur, 91, of 
Lima, passed away on Sunday, March 5, 

2017 following a brief illness. She was 
born December 6, 1925, in Gomer, Ohio 

to John Thomas and Elizabeth (Peat) Ar-
thur. Both preceded her in death. She re-

sided all her life in Gomer until the last 7 
years she resided with her "second" fam-

ily at Elmcroft Assisted Living in Lima 
where she was very involved with their 

activities. 
     She is survived by a sister, Mary Ann 

(Tom) Syler of Alliance, OH; seven 

nieces and nephews, Bruce (Wendy) Ar-
thur of Windermere, FL, Jack (Veronica) 

Arthur of Bryan, and Sue Ann (Ed) Bate-
man of Nelsonville, OH, Mark Syler of Al-

liance, OH, Scott (Sharyl) Syler of Louis-
ville, OH, John (Beth) Syler of North 

Canton, OH, Mary Ellen Syler of Canton, 
OH, 9 great nieces and nephews and 4 

great-great nieces and nephews. 
     She was preceded in death by a 

brother, Bill Arthur. 
     She was a member of Gomer Congre-

gational Church where she had been a 
member of the Senior Choir and had-

served as Treasurer and on the Steward-

ship & Missionary Committee. She was a 
member of Eastern Star Trinity Chapter 

#16, and Lima Ladies Aux. Fraternal Or-
der of Eagles. She was retired from Shell 

Oil Company. 
Funeral services will be on Saturday, 

April 8, 2017 and officiated by Pastor Jim 
Wilder. Friends may visit with family at 

11:30, memorial service to follow at 
12pm at the Gomer Congregational 

Church followed by private burial. 

The family would like to thank the de-
voted staff at Elmcroft Assisted Living for 

providing Betty with her second home 
over the past 7 years. Memorial contribu-

tions may be made in memory of Betty 
to Gomer Congregational Church 7350 

Gomer Rd, Gomer, Ohio 45809 or the 
Second Wind Dream Program 

at www.secondwind.org. 
 

Glen R. Sandy 
June 30, 1930 – March 25, 2017 

  

     Glen R. Sandy, 86, of Gomer, passed 

away on Saturday, March 25, 2017, at 
Lima Memorial Hospital. 

     He was born June 30, 1930, in Cairo 
to Floyd R. and Margaret (Griffeth) 

Sandy. Both preceded him in death.  He 

was united in marriage to Verona Ann 
Jervis on July 29, 1951; she preceded 

him in death on March 24, 2009. 
     He is survived by one son, Wayne 

(Pam) Sandy of Texas and two daugh-
ters, Karen (Earl) Ogle and Rhonda (Jeff) 

Stubbs, both of Indiana; seven grand-
children; four great-grandchildren; a sis-

ter, Jeannette Wood of Lima and two sis-
ter-in-laws, Ruth and Ruby Sandy. He 

was preceded in death by two brothers, 
Ed and Ken Sandy, and a sister, Julia 

(Kenny) Luginbill. 
     Glen was a self-employed electrician 

with Sandy Electric for over 40 years. He 

was a veteran of the United States Air 
Force during the Korean Conflict.  Glen 

was a member of the Gomer Congrega-
tional Church where he hade served as a 

trustee. He was a member of VFW 3035, 
Elida Athletic Boosters, the Welsh Society 

of Northwest Ohio, and Gomer Dads Club 
along with being volunteer probation of-

ficer and Gomer Midget Football coach. 
He was also a past Commander of Elida 

VFW and a past member of Allen County 
Board of Health. 

     Memorial contributions may be made 
to the church. 

 

http://www.secondwind.org/


 
Dear Family, 
        It's time for a health up-date on 

our family members who have been on 
the prayer list. We can start with some 

good news.  Addie Gengenbacker is back 
home with her family, and is cancer free.  

Phil Heil, Peg's son, is now cancer free.  
Julie Acome, Barb Frysinger's daughter is 

no longer on the heart transplant list.  
She will have a pace maker implanted, 

and has several months of recovery and 
rehab ahead of her.  Codey Ewing 

received a good report from his doctor in 
Columbus; in time he will heal, and his 

medicines were cut back.  Bud Barnes 

was given a break from his chemother-
apy until the end of April  following a 

good scan report.  Will Nusbaum is 
improving.  Sharon Nusbaum is having a 

recurrent problem with her back. Larry 
Stewart continues to be on oxygen. 

     Happy Birthday to Monetta Lloyd who 
will be celebrating her 88th birthday. 

      At a banquet in March, Tom Evans 
received the Silver Beaver Award, which 

was announced in February.  This is one 
of the highest awards in scouting.  It 

follows the President's Award which was 
given to Tom last year.  Tom, and his 

family, have been involved with scouting 

for many years.  Tom's father was a 
former Gomer scout leader; Tom and his 

brother were scouts; his sons have been 
scouts; and Bryan is now helping with 

the scouts.    Congratulations, Tom, and 
thank you for your contributions to the 

Gomer scouts. 
     Did you know:  Our pipe organ is 100 

years old this year!  It was installed in 
1917 by the Austin Organ Company.  

Some stops have been added over the 
years.  Its longevity is a testament to the 

care that has been given to it.  Pipe 
organs such as ours are becoming 

extinct.  Perhaps we should honor its 
centennial year. 

     Keep our family information coming.  
We all like to know what is going on with 

our family 

     Great--Aunt Grace 

    
Mobility Aids to Share 

Occasionally the church receives 
requests by individuals looking to borrow 

a walker, cane, etc. during a period of 
recovery.  We know there are individuals 

who have extra items stored away, so if 
you are willing to give away, sell, or lend 

an extra walker, wheelchair, cane, or 

other items, there is a chart on the 
bulletin board near the church office 

where we are collecting that information 
- please stop by or call and we can add 

you to the list.  Please do not bring 
the items to the church, individuals 

will contact you directly if they are 
interested. 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 
Feb. 26   80  $703.00   $45 

Mar. 5   56  $1000.00   $10 
Mar. 12   40  $ 750.00        0  
Mar. 19  52   $1066.00   0 

Mar. 26   71  $1155.00   $50 
Evening  109  

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 
 



 
 

     Thank you for the many kind words, 
thoughts, cards and prayers sent our 

way during the sudden illness and death 

of our mother, Lillian Rupel. 
     A special thank you to Pastor Jim for 

his visits and for coordinating a special 
celebration of her life, for Marty’s and El-

wood’s special gift of music, and to the 
Women’s Fellowship/ Hospitality Commit-

tee for the lovely luncheon. 
    Mom always loved the Gomer Church 

and community. 
   Mary & Tom Doerter & Family 

   Judy & Phil Naas & Family 
   Mark & Kim Fletcher 

Rachel & Larry Storer 
 

Thanks to everyone who helped with the 

St. David’s Dinner from making the food 
to serving the food. Cleaning up, to 

washing the dishes. A big thank you to 
everyone who made pies and cakes. 

Without everyone’s help we could not do 
it. 

Thanks, 
Janet Alger, President of Shalom 

 
Thanks to whoever donated dish towels 

in the kitchen! Please remember if you 
take dish towels home to wash. Please 

remember to bring them back. 
 

I wanted to write and tell you that Phillip 

Heil has been given a clean bill of health. 
Praise GOD! A huge THANK YOU to all 

the wonderful people that sent prayers 
out for him. His scan was clear of any-

thing. I can never thank everyone 
enough for their prayers and concerns. 

We are so grateful. Thank you. 
Peg 

 
Dear Friends,  

     Thank you for your generous gift! 
Your support allows us to provide care to 

poor and homeless men every day of the 
year. Food, shelter, clothing, and spir-

itual needs are all cared for through the 
ministry of the Mission because of your 

faithful support. 
 With increasing numbers of people 

coming to us for help for the first time, 
we have more opportunities than ever to 

share God’s love with others. 
     Thank you for making it possible to 

reach people in their time of need! 

God Bless,  
Chuck Ferguson, Executive Director 

 

 
Ginger Snaps (Molasses Cookies) 

Pastor Jim (from my grandma Bonnie Eckley) 
 

1 ½ c shortening 

2 c sugar 
½ c molasses 

2 eggs 
4 c flour 

½ t salt 
4 t baking soda 

2 t cloves 
2 t cinnamon 

2 t ground ginger 
 

Mix all ingredients together.  Roll balls 

into additional sugar and do not press 
down!   

I like the cookies soft, so I use a 1 ½ T 
cookie scoop and bake at 350 for 8 

minutes.   

Grandma Bonnie prefers the cookies 
crisp as ginger snaps (for dunking and 

such) so she makes them a little smaller 
and bakes them until the desired crispi-

ness.  This recipe is excellent for either 
version. 



 
BIRTHDAYS AND 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
1 

Bryan Evans 
 
2 

Sue Wannemacher 
Richard Alger 

 
3 

Sue Grusenmeyer 
 
4 

Terri Barnes 
 
6 

Richard Bok 
 
7 

Brock Burden 
 

9 
Carol Fitzgerald 
Cynthia Neubert 
Brigitt Roberts 
Emily Siefker 

Christopher Thomas 
 

12 
Katie Siefker 

 
15 

Joe Siefker 
Darlene Herriott 

Brice Freed 
Betty Fogt 

 
16 

Suzanne Metzger 
 

17 
Brent Lloyd 

Ethan Roberts 
Lisa & Michael Coonfare 

Nancy & Keith Sparks 
 

18 
Debora Reichert 

 
22 

Brionna Jackson 
Jeanette Frysinger 

Amy Garman 
Andrew Griesdorn 
Mike & Pat Kohrn 

Richard & Mary Alger 
 

23 
Monetta Lloyd 

Pat Kohrn 
Tara Fisher 

 
24 

Keisha Larimore 
 

25 
Steve Tadena 
Virginia Bok 

Kathleen Larimore 
Madison Nicklaus 

Chad Schwatzengraber 
Jim & Susan Siefker 

27 
Matthew Metzger 

Pam Evans 
 

28 
Janet May 

 
29 

Jennifer Nichols 
Kenzie Koontz 

Heather & Dana Koontz 
 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh) 

 

Special dates 

 

• Fifth Sunday in Lent, April 2, 2017 

• Palm/Passion Sunday, April 9, 2017 

• Holy Week, April 9-15, 2017 

• Maundy Thursday, April 13, 2017 

• Good Friday, April 14, 2017 

• Holy Saturday, April 15, 2017 

• Easter Sunday, April 16, 2017 

• Administrative Professionals Day, 

April 26, 2017 
 

Easter lifts the fog 
     A friend stood one day where 

he could view the Golden Gate 

Bridge in San Francisco. At first it 

was completely shrouded in early 

morning fog. But as the sun rose, 

the fog lifted between the upright 

piers of the bridge, leaving the land 

anchors still unseen.  

     Is it not so with life? We see 

only what is between the great 

piers called birth and death. But 

Easter lifts the fog from both. 

Easter is the time when we see 

more completely the anchorages 

that sustain life.  

—George Mecklenberg 

 
 

When we can’t  
find Easter 

 

    Easter is the most joyous 

Christian holy day ... except when 

it’s not. What do we do when our 

mood isn’t what we think it 

“should” be? The kids are sugared 

up, we’re juggling family 

gatherings (and conflicts), 

everyday challenges remain, and 

festive hymns — however rousing 

— fail to lift our spirits. We 

wonder, “What’s wrong with me, 

that I can’t seem to find Easter?”  

     Been there, done that. And it’s 

okay. You’re okay. 

     Jesus’ resurrection doesn’t 

scoop us out of our troubles, but 

the death-defying Christ walks 

through them beside us, on our 

own Emmaus road (Luke 24). We 

aren’t alone. When we can’t find 

Easter, Easter somehow finds us 

— if not on this designated 

Sunday, perhaps two days from 

now, or next week or mid-May. 

Watch for it; keep your heart open. 

Christ is risen indeed — and you 

shall be too. 

—Heidi Mann 

 
 



April 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 
       

9am Work 
Day 
 
April Fool's 
Day 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9am- Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
7pm- Lenten 
Service at CC 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 
7:30pm- 
Shalom (bring 
candy) 

 Noon 
Memorial 
Service for 
Betty Arthur 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 
9am- Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
4pm-  
4-H meeting 

 7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

10am- Welsh 
Society 
6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
 

7pm- Maundy 
Thursday 
Service 

7pm- Good 
Friday Service 
at First Baptist 
 
Good Friday 

9- Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
9:30am Easter 
Egg Hunt 
6:30ap- Cub 
Scouts 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
7am- Sunrise 
Service 
9am- Sunday 
School 
10:15- 
Worship 
Easter 

  6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 
 

  
 
 
Earth Day 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
9am- Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
 

7pm- Church 
Council 
7pm- Book 
Club 

 6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 
 

  

30       
9am- Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
4pm-  
4-H meeting 

      

 

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.    

http://www.calendarsthatwork.com/membershipd.php
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THE ROLE OF THE CROSS 
 
 

 If the cross is the place where the worst thing that could happen happened, 
it is also the place where the best thing that 
could happen happened. Ultimate hatred and 
ultimate love met on those two crosspieces of 
wood. Suffering and love were brought into 
harmony. ... 
 To be “saved” requires a severance from 
the former life as clean and sharp as though 
made by a knife. There must be a wall of 
separation between the old life and the new, a 
radical break. That means death — death to the 
old life, in order for the new to begin. … This 
wall of separation, this barrier, is the cross. 
—Elisabeth Elliot, A Path Through Suffering 

 


