
 

 

“God made us, invented us as a man invents an engine. A car 

is made to run on gasoline, and it would not run properly on 
anything else. Now God designed the human machine to run 

on Himself. He Himself is the fuel our spirits were designed to 

burn, or the food our spirits were designed to feed on. There is 
no other. That is why it is just no good asking God to make us happy in our own 

way without bothering about religion. God cannot give us a happiness and peace 

apart from Himself, because it is not there. There is no such thing.” 
-C.S. Lewis, Mere Christianity 

 
C.S. Lewis is one of my favorite writers.  I suspect many of you enjoy his work as 

well, perhaps especially the Chronicles of Narnia.  Mere Christianity is a very dif-

ferent sort of book, but a powerful one which has helped many people come to 
understand the faith in a deeper way.   

 

As we prepare to journey through the Lenten season, toward the cross and resur-
rection, I thought the quote above is an appropriate reminder of why this all mat-

ters.  We human beings were created by God to be in close relationship with him.  
Unfortunately, sin has divided that relationship.  We sought other ways to fuel the 

engine – the temptation in doing so being “…you will be like God…” (Gen 3:5).  

Now, I’m not an auto mechanic, but my dad is, and I know that if you put the 
wrong kind of stuff where the fuel should go, you’re not only going to have prob-

lems keeping the car running, but you’ll likely do some serious damage to the 

machinery.  The same is true with us.  We cannot run properly – or happily – 
without an adequate supply of Godly input. 

 

So, this Lent, let’s all make an effort to do that.  Let’s take some extra time to 

read the scriptures and meditate on the events that took place as Jesus prepared 

to change the world forever.  Not only will that fill us with good fuel, but it will 
remind us of our dependence on him and the lengths to which God went to bring 

us home. 

 
Grace and peace, 

Jim 

The Assistant Pastor  
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MEETING MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 7, 2017 

 

In Attendance:  Bill Askins, Kathleen Car-

penter, Brooks Flinn, Dan Brown, Sandy 
Schwartzengraber, Deb Ritchey, Donna 

Martin, George Diller, and Pastor Jim. 
     Pastor Jim led us in prayer. 

     Minutes for the December and Janu-
ary meetings were approved with a mo-

tion by Bill Askins and seconded by Kath-
leen Carpenter. 

Old Business: 
     Labels for the pew Bibles were shared 

and placed on the Bibles following the 
meeting. 

     Pastor Jim shared the information 
which will be put in the Visitor Packets 

which he and Sandy Schwartzengraber 

have been working on.  A tri-fold will still 
be worked on and items will then be 

placed in the folders. 
     The clock in the kitchen has been re-

set and Susan will be putting a reminder 
in the bulletin and Assistant Pastor re-

garding the time that church begins to 
help with the people arriving late to the 

sanctuary. 
New Business: 

     Dan Brown recognized Pam Smith, 
Jeff Thomas, Donna Martin, and Sandy 

Schwartzengraber as those D&D’s ending 
their term.  He thanked them for their 

service.  New members being installed 

will be Dina Tadena, Mary Weiss, Kim 
and Bob Roethlisberger. 

     Approval was given for Pastor Brian 
Knoderer to fill the pulpit on March 12 

during Pastor Jim’s absence while he is in 
Florida watching his “Detroit Tigers”. 

     Gomer CC will be hosting the Com-
munity Lenten Service at 7:00 on March 

26.  D&D’s will be providing refresh-

ments. 
     There will be a Maundy Thursday ser-

vice on April 13 this year. 
Pastor’s Report 

Pastor Jim provided us with a handout of 
his activities/events/visits for the month 

of January, including 15 hospital visits, 2 
nursing home visits, 3 home visits, a fu-

neral, and ending with noodle making.  
Some upcoming events will be Christian 

Education dinners on February 12 and 
March 26, St. David’s Day Dinner March 

4, his vacation March 6-13, and Easter 
on April 16. 

Cards 

     Betty Rager reported that she sent 52 
cards in the month of January. 

Liturgists for the month of February will 
be as follows:  February 12 – Dan Brown, 

February 19 – Sandy Schwartzengraber, 
February 26 – Kathleen Carpenter, and 

March 5 - ? 
     Closing Greeters for the month of 

February will be as follows:  February 12 
– Deb Ritchey, February 19 – Donna 

Martin, February 26 – Brooks Flinn, and 
March 5 – Bill Askins. 

     Next meeting of the D&D’s will be 
March 7, 2017. 

     George Diller made a motion to ad-

journ with a second from Brooks Flinn.  
Motion passed. 

Respectfully submitted 
Sandy Schwartzengraber, Secretary 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 
1425 E. Fifth St. Delphos, OH 45833 

Betty Arthur, Elmcroft, 2075 N. 
Eastown Rd., Lima, OH 45807 

Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., 
Elida, OH 45807 

 



   
 
March 5 Tom and Wilma Evans  

   Kaden Smith 
March 12 Marty and Deb Thomas  

   Codey Ewing 
March 19 Don and Darlene Montooth 

   Chris Long 
March 26 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger 

   Brionna Jackson 
April 2  Jeff and Mary Weis   

   Seth Tadena 
April 9  George and Hope Diller  

   Brianna Jackson 
April 16   Jim & Sandy Schwartzengraber

   Bryce Ballard 
April 23 Terri Barnes and Peg Heil 

   Lexi Crider 

April 30 Brooks and Janet Flinn  
   Kyle Smith 

May 7  Dave and Pam Smith   
   Makenna Jackson 

May 14 Willard and Betty Metzger 
   Kaden Smith 

May 21 Jeremy and Monica Price  
   Seth Tadena 

May 28 Oren and Michele Long  
   Brianna Jackson 

June 4  Marty and Deb Thomas  
   Bryce Ballard 

June 11 Tom and Wilma Evans  
   Kyle Smith 

June 18 Katie Siefker & Angie Siefker

   Lexi Crider 
June 25 Brian and Rachel Baker  

   Makenna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your 

assigned Sunday, we would ask that you 
find a replacement or trade Sundays with 

someone else on the list. Make sure to 
contact the office with the change.  

 

 

 
The Welsh Society will be holding its An-
nual Meeting on Sunday, March 19, at 

1:00pm in the fellowship hall. Our pro-
gram for the afternoon will have Diane 

Knipp talking about her recent trip to 
Wales. The meal, prepared by Joyce Lar-

imore and Mary Alger will consist of 
glazed roast pork loin, baked potato, 

pasta with choice of alfredo or meat 
sauce, green salad, chocolate éclair and 

beverages. Please call and make reserva-
tions by March 15 to Marty Thomas 419-

642-2732 or Mary Alger 419-642-3243. 
Cost of the meal is $10.00 which can be 

paid at the door. 
 

PERFECT VICTORY   

 Many people enjoy making basketball 

picks in March, though their brackets are 
soon “busted.” Selecting every correct 

victor throughout the NCAA tournament 
would be quite a feat. According to Men-

tal Floss magazine, if you flipped a coin 
for each game, the odds of achieving a 

perfect bracket would be one in 9.2 quin-
tillion! By comparison, your odds of be-

coming president are one in 10 million, 

and your odds of bowling a perfect game 
are one in 11,500. 

 For odds that are less of a long shot, 
consider this: Your chance of living an 

imperfect life is one in one. Sin is the ul-
timate bracket-buster, and you’d be 

hopelessly lost without a Savior. “But 
thanks be to God, who gives [you] the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 
Corinthians 15:57). 

 
 



 
The Annual St. David’s Day Dinner will 

be Saturday, March 4, 2017 serving from 
4:30 to 6:30pm. The menu is baked 

steak or chicken, mashed potatoes and 
gravy, green beans, homemade noodles, 

applesauce or coleslaw, rolls, beverage 
and homemade desserts. The cost is $8 

for adults and $4. for children to age 10. 
The tickets will be $8.50 or $4.50 at the 

door. If you would like to purchase a 
ticket, call or come to the church office 

419-642-2681. There will be no music 
program following the dinner. 
 

Relentless prayers 
 Are you reluctant to bring the same 
prayers to your heavenly Father over and 

over? Maybe you don’t want to trouble 
God; after all, he already knows what 

you’re going to say. Plus, you’re not wor-
thy to ask for anything! 

 If those thoughts surround you, think 
about Patrick, Ireland’s patron saint. At 

16, he was dragged from his home to be 

a slave. Patrick tended sheep in the cold. 
Hungry and miserable, he begged God 

for mercy and deliverance. 
 In his Confessio, Patrick recalls pray-

ing “a hundred times in the day and al-
most as many at night.” Without ceasing, 

he told God of his needs, wants, thanks-
giving and confession. And God heard his 

prayers. 
 Pray relentlessly. God is always lis-

tening!—MaryAnn Sundby 
 

The key of the day 

Prayer should be the key of the day and 
the lock of the night. —George Herbert 

 

 
 

We need your help for the St. David’s 
Day Dinner and Bazaar! Shalom Circle 

only has 9 active members! It takes ap-
proximately 42 pies and 8 cakes to serve 

with the dinners. If you can help bake 
there is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin 

board outside the church office or call 
the church office 419-642-2681 and Su-

san can let you know what if needed and 
sign you up! If you can make bazaar 

items just drop them off before 3:30pm 
March 4. We can also use help with the 

serving and clean up on the day of the 
dinner. Please call Janet Alger or the 

church office if you can help or have 

questions. 
 

 
MARCH 12, 2017 

Don’t forget to set your clocks ahead one 
hour before going to bed on March 11! 

 

 
Join us each Sunday for Sunday School 
at 9am, Coffee Hour from 9:30 to 10am 

and then stay for the Worship Service 
beginning at 10:15am. 

 



 
 

LILLIAN MAE (EVANS) RUPEL 
Lillian, 97, died Monday, February 20, 

2017, surrounded by her loving family. 
She was born August 19, 1919, in 

Gomer to the late W. Orville and Blanche 
Beiler Evans. On December 24, 1942, in Ok-

lahoma City, she married H. Clarence Rupel, 
who died November 21, 2001. 

Lillian retired in 1988 from General Dy-

namics as a secretary for labor relations. Prior 
to that she was employed at Clark Equipment 

/ Baldwin Lima Hamilton as a secretary in the 
export sales department. She was a 1937 
graduate of Gomer High School and also grad-

uated from the Northwestern School of Com-
merce. She was a member of Gomer Congre-

gational Church, where she was a Sunday 
School teacher and a member of Fidelis Class. 

She loved life on the family farm. 

Sunny Hill Farm was a very special place for 
Lillian, Clarence, and their entire family. She 

kept a beautiful garden, ran an egg route, and 
joined the family in hoeing weeds out of bean 
fields. She enjoyed square dancing, playing 

gin rummy, reading, and talking and spending 
time with family and friends. She had a pas-

sion for traveling and especially loved explor-
ing Ouray and the San Juan Mountains of Col-

orado with her beloved husband. 
Survivors include two daughters, Judy 

(Phil) Naas of North Augusta, SC, and Mary 

(Tom) Doerter of Gomer, OH; six grandchil-
dren, Mark (Kim) Fletcher, Rachel (Larry) 

Storer, John Naas, Allison Doerter, Michael 
Doerter, and Julie (Avery) Ashman; and many 
special nieces and nephews. 

She was preceded in death by her 
daughter, Sue Fletcher; and brother and sis-

ter-in-law, Jay and Sarah Evans. 

 

Frederick Clarence Davis 
Fred, 88, of Gomer, passed away Tues-

day, January 31, 2017 at Shawnee Manor 

Nursing Home. 
He was born on April 21, 1928 in Lima to 

Francis and Velma (Hunt) Davis, who both 

preceded him in death. On June 15, 1957, 
he married Shirley Sheldon, who survives in 

Gomer. 
Fred was a member of Gomer Congrega-

tional Church.  
Surviving are his brothers Bill Williams of 

Elida and Roger Williams; his sister Carol 

Recker of Lima; several nieces and nephews. 
He was preceded in death by his son Fred 

"Ren" Davis II; his brothers Paul Davis and 
John Williams; his sister Marilyn Robey; his 
sister-in-law Donna Williams. 

 
Bradley R. Martz 

Bradley, 52, died at 5:39 pm, on Tues-
day, February 7, 2017, at Putnam County 
Ambulatory Care, Glandorf, Ohio. He was 

born on June 1, 1964, in Lima, Ohio, to Larry 
R. and Linda (Gast) Martz. His father pre-

ceded him in death, June 5, 2006. His 
mother and step father, Linda and Dennis 

Traynor, survive in Fort Jennings. 
On March 9, 2002, Bradley married 

Jacquie R. Moore. She survives in Fort Jen-

nings. 
Bradley is survived by four daughters: 

Kayla Martz, Grace Martz, Gabrielle Martz 
and Tiffany Coller; one son: Wyatt Coller of 
Fort Jennings; two sisters: Melinda (Philip) 

Lofton and Jennifer Martz. 
He was a graduate of Elida High School, 

class of 1983. He was an inactive member of 
Gomer Congregational Church. 

 

Entering glory 
 Martyn Lloyd-Jones, who served as pas-

tor of London’s Westminster Chapel for al-
most 30 years, couldn’t speak at the end of 

his life. Days before dying, he wrote, “Do not 
pray for my healing. Do not hold me back 
from the glory.” 

 The Apostle Paul was torn between stay-
ing on earth and going to heaven: “For to 

me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. ... I 
am hard pressed between the two” (Philippi-
ans 1:21, 23). 

 Neither of these men feared death; nor 
should any Christian. As Haddon Robinson 

said, “For those who trust Jesus Christ, 
death is not a sheriff dragging us off to court 
but a servant ushering us into the presence 

of a loving Lord.” 



Ladies Tea 
Sunday 

May 7, 2017 
Gomer  

Congregational 
Church 

2 to 4pm 
 

In the Fellowship 
Hall 

 

Shake, Rattle and 
Roll with Welsh Vocal Entertainer J. Jay 

Brook! Lunch, entertainment, raffle items 
and door prizes. 

Adults: $10 and girls under 10 years $5.  

This is a pre-pay event and the hall will 
only hold 100 people, so don’t get left 

out. Call Linda Whittington at 419-642-
5911 for your reservations. Deadline for 

reservations is May 1, 2017 
Sponsored by the Welsh Society in Gomer 

and all proceeds go towards scholarships. 

 

GIVING UP GUILT 
 Rev. Greg Boyle, a Jesuit priest who 
ministers to high-risk youth in Los Ange-

les, once quipped, “I ... don’t do guilt. I 

gave it up for Lent years ago.”  Many 
Christians give up something for Lent but 

usually not guilt! Rather, Lent is seen as 
a time to somberly examine our sinful 

nature. 
 Having witnessed sin’s tragic effects 

through addiction, violence and gang 
warfare, Father Boyle realizes that dwell-

ing on guilt doesn’t lead to hope or heal-
ing. Instead, he helps young people dis-

cover their God-given strengths and their 
ability to make life-affirming choices. His 

nonprofit Homeboy Industries provides 
positive alternatives for teenagers, who 

are reminded not of their guilt but of 

their identity as God’s beloved children. 
 On Good Friday Jesus conquered sin 

and death so we don’t have to wallow in 
guilt. Giving our lives to God frees us to 

live in the joy of forgiveness. 

 
Our next Book Club Meeting in the 

church library will be March 27th  
at 7:00 P.M.  The book for discussion will 

be Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance. 
All readers are welcome. 

 

 
                      Current Expense  Building 
Feb. 5   65 $2117.    $25. 

Feb. 12  65  $  830.    $55. 
Feb. 19   49 $ 995.    $75. 
Feb. 26   80 

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget 
$2058. 

 GOD’S HANDS 
 

 Our life is like the dial of a clock. The 

hands are God’s hands, passing over and 
over again — the short hand of discipline 

and the long hand of mercy. Slowly and 
surely, the hand of discipline must pass, 

and God speaks at each strike. But over 

and over passes the hand of mercy, 
showering down sixtyfold of blessing for 

each stroke of discipline or trial. And 
both hands 

are fastened 
to one secure 

point: the 
great, un-

changing 
heart of a 

God of love. 
—Virginia 

Brandt Berg 
 



 
Dear Family, 

       Happy Birthday to Gordon Best (89) 
and Marjean Long (87).  Happy 

anniversary to Janet & Brooks Flynn, 
their 53rd. 

     The Elida honor roll was finally 
released.  Congratulations to Bryce 

Ballard, Lexi Crider, and Brionna Jackson. 
     Austin Jackson, son of Tammy & 

Dallas Jackson, made the Dean's List at 
Miami University.  Congratulations 

Austin. 
     Amy Garman received the DAISY 

Award, a recognition program for nurses 
who consistently demonstrate excellence 

through their clinical expertise and 

extraordinary compassionate care.  
During the presentation, Amy was cited 

as "not only a caregiver who went above 
and beyond her duties as a nurse, but 

also truly displayed extraordinary care 
and set a great example of what it 

means to be a nurse."  Amy was 
nominated by a fellow nurse who added 

that Amy inspired her "to be a better 
person and a better nurse."  

Congratulations Amy for this honor. 
      Did You Know:  The St. David's Day 

dinner has been held since at least 1909.   
In 1913, 300-400 tickets were printed.  

The menu consisted of bread, butter, 

presssed chicken, potato salad, gelatin 
pickles, cheese, cake & coffee.  Tickets 

were .25 for adults.  In 1914 the menu 
was raisin and white bread, presssed 

chicken, gelatin, creamed potatoes, egg 
& lettuce salad, pickles, cheese, cake, 

coffee.  List of food solicited for the St. 
David's supper in 1923:  chickens (38), 

potatoes (20 1/2 gal.), cherry pies (35), 
peach pies (23), cream (7 qts), milk (39 

qts), butter (18#), cabbage (11 heads), 
noodles (56 eggs), sugar (2#), pickles 

(10qts).  In 1925 the St. David's menu 

had changed to escalloped chicken, 
creamed potatoes, noodles, salad, baked 

apple, buttered buns, pie, cake, gelatin, 
and coffee.  600 buns were purchased.  

In 1932 the menu was much different: 
fried chicken and pork chops, mashed 

potatoes & gravy, creamed corn, baked 
beans, candied apples, perfection salad, 

pickles, apricot and coconut pies, cake & 
ice cream.  In 1943 the menu was 

chicken, meat loaf, mashed potatoes, 
noodles, peas, cabbage salad, jello, cake, 

and pie. 
     1934 was the first bazaar held along 

with the St. David's dinner.  1938 was 

the first time a program was held along 
with the St. David's dinner. 

     Don't forget to keep us informed 
about your, or someone you know, 

activities, honors, celebrations,  and 
awards.  Or if you have information that 

would be interesting to the rest of our 
family, please give it to Susan.     

     Great--Aunt Grace 
 

WONDER OF WONDERS 

 The world is filled with wonders, 
writes Nathaniel Olson. Consider chemis-

try: Salt is formed by two poisonous sub-
stances (sodium and chlorine). The al-

nico magnet, the world’s strongest, con-
tains three nonmagnetic substances (alu-

minum, nickel and cobalt). And water 
consists of oxygen (which is flammable) 

and hydrogen (which burns easily); yet 
water puts out fires! 

 That pales in comparison to the won-

der of salvation through Jesus. Every 
day, Olson writes, Jesus transforms 

filthy, hopeless sinners into new, for-
given creations. “On the skid rows of our 

cities, in wealthy and poor homes, in 
jungles ... whenever any soul wants 

Christ, the wonder of the new birth is 
taking place.”  

 Our God is the true Wonder of won-
ders. “None can compare” (Psalm 40:5). 



 
Richard Carlyle Arthur 

May 28, 1926 – January 24, 2017 
 

Memorial Fund: Dale & Elaine Jostpille, 

Ed & Joan Baden, Bill Morris, Joanne 
Reese, Glen & Nancy Adams, Bill Par-

sons, Pat Sharrits, Marjean Long, Janice 
Branham, Mr. & Mrs. Garry Williams, 

Barbara Frysinger, Tom & Wilma Evans, 
Gordon Best, Dick & Mary Alger, Monetta 

Lloyd, Don & Darlene Montooth 
Choir Fund: Betty Rager, Larry & Barb 

Wiech & Family, Ben Rager & Family, 
Bruce Rager & Family, Ray & Ruth Bran-

son 
 

Fredrick Clarence Davis  
April 21, 1928 – January 31, 2017 

Memorial Fund: Betty Rager, Jim & Su-
san Siefker, Glen & Nancy Adams, West 

Central Association of Realtors, Delphos 
Chapter O.E.S., Ray & Ruth Branson, 

Cretora Beam, Elwood & Joan Thomas, 
Steve & Pam Robey, Bill Williams, Louie 

& Jan Siefker, Judith Sheldon 
Organ Fund: Ron & Teena Ebbeskotte & 

Family 
 

A DIFFERENT BEAUTIFUL  

 Brenna Westlake, now 5, was born 
with a condition that makes her skin 

grow too fast, become thick and inflexi-
ble, and look red and scaly. While man-

aging Brenna’s complex care and helping 
her master developmental milestones, 

her parents have made new discoveries 
about beauty. 

 “Sometimes the most beautiful things 
... come from the unexpected parts of 

life that encourage us to search a little 
harder to find where the beauty lies — to 

put aside preconceived notions about 
what beautiful is and what it isn’t,” writes 

Courtney Westlake in A Different Beauti-

ful (Shiloh Run Press).  

 “There is a different beautiful than 

the perfection our culture often worships. 
That beautiful is found not when we open 

our eyes but rather when we open our 
hearts. That different beautiful is found 

in the uniqueness God has bestowed on 
every single one of us and the gifts he 

has placed within us to be shared with 
the world.” 

 
We would like to thank Pastor Jim for the 
meaningful graveside service. Also, 

thank you to everyone who called, sent 
cards, notes and expressed their sympa-

thy to us. We appreciate everyone’s 
thoughts. 

The Family of Carlyle Arthur 
 

Thank you for all the prayers, cards and 
concerns during my recent heart surgery. 

They all mean so much to me and my 
family. 

Jeff Martin 
 

I want to thank ALL the caring people 

that sent me cards and made phone calls 
after my knee surgery and during my re-

cuperation at Elmcroft. It was a nice 
place to "get better". Thanks to pastor 

Jim for his many trips and his prayers! I 
am so Blessed! Sending my blessings to 

all!  

Monetta Lloyd 
 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP  
 A true friend knows your weaknesses but 

shows you your strengths; feels your fears 
but fortifies your faith; sees your anxieties 
but frees your spirit; 

recognizes your disa-
bilities but empha-

sizes your possibili-
ties.—William Arthur 
Ward 



 

 
Add your family memories or events to 
the Gomer Congregational Church Brick 

Garden. You can make a permanent rec-
ord for only $50 per brick. Bricks can be 

made in memory of a person or event in 
your family history. Please join us in 

adding memories to our garden. You can 

call the church office 419-642-2681 for 
order forms or more information. 
 

WILLING TO WORSHIP 
 Lamentation is a powerful, and 

meaningful, form of worship because it 

places our love for God above even the 
worst of circumstances in our life. ... God 

does not ask us to deny the existence of 
our suffering. He does want us to collect 

it, stand in those things and make him 
an offering.  

 The Holy Spirit, our Comforter, helps 
us to do this: He aligns himself with our 

will and says, “I will help you to will to 
worship God.” The glory of the majesty 

of God is that he helps us will and do. 
—Graham Cooke 

 

Bible Quiz 

 
 

 In John 4, Jesus talks with a woman about living wa-

ter. Where does that conversation take place?  

 

 A. Sychar 

 B. Samaria 

 C. Galilee 

 D. Jacob’s well 

 
  

Christian 
Symbol 

 

Hen 

The hen repre-
sents Jesus’ deep 

care and compas-
sion even for 

those who killed 
prophets God had 

sent to them. “O 
Jerusalem, Jeru-

salem,” mourned 

Jesus shortly before his death. “How of-
ten would I have gathered your children 

together as a hen gathers her brood un-
der her wings, and you were not willing!” 

(Matthew 23:37, ESV). 
 

FROM GREAT TO GOOD    
 Jim Collins’ 2001 book Good to Great 
featured companies that had “made the 

leap” to greatness. Years later, many of 
them are no longer great; some aren’t 

even around.  
 Should Christians seek greatness? Af-

ter all, our attempts to be great — 
wealthy, powerful, successful, famous — 

often become the “enemies” of our doing 
the good God commands. 

 God’s Word flips on its head the say-
ing “good is the enemy of great.” The 

meek, Jesus teaches, will inherit the 
earth (Matthew 5:5). “Whoever would be 

great among you,” he says, “must be 

your servant” (Mark 10:43, ESV). One of 
Jesus’ most famous parables is called the 

Good Samaritan, not the Great Samari-
tan. And goodness, not greatness, is a 

fruit of the Spirit. 
 Christians and churches are called 

not to greatness but to doing good for 
the sake of the world. Let’s shift our fo-

cus “from great to good.” 
—Based on “From Great to Good,” Homi-

letics, January-February 2017 

 
 



 
    BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES 

 
2 

Kay Studer 
 

3 
Jenni Martin 

 
6 

Bob Roethlisberger 
 

8 
Marjean Long 

 
9 

Dylan Barnes 
Riley Barnes 

Brooks & Janet Flinn 
 

10  
Ellen Sunderland 

Linda & Dennis Traynor 
 

13 
Barry Walters 

 
15 

Karly Frank 

16 
Amy Spicer 

 
18 

Greg Henderson 
 

19 
Wilma Evans 

 
20 

Jim & Sandy Schwartzengraber 
 

23 
Pastor Jim Wilder 
Asher Henderson 

Sophi Ridley 
 

25  
Codey Ewing 

 
26 

Gordon Best 
Aidan Lester 

 
27 

Willard Bentley Nusbaum 
Halee Good 

John & Carla Olds 
 

Penblwydd Hapus i chwi! 

 

Saint David's Day 

Saint David's Day is the feast day  

of Saint David, the patron saint of 

Wales, and falls on 1 March each  

year. The first day of March was chosen 

in remembrance of the  

death of Saint David. Tradition holds 

that he died on that day in 569. The 

date was declared a national day of 

celebration within Wales in the 18th 

century. 
 

Special dates 
• Ash Wednesday, March 1, 2017 

• World Day of Prayer, March 3, 2017 

• First Sunday in Lent, March 5, 2017 

• Second Sunday in Lent, March 12, 2017 

• Daylight-Saving Time begins, March 12, 2017 

• Girl Scout Sunday, March 12, 2017 

• Third Sunday in Lent, March 19, 2017 

• First day of spring, March 20, 2017 

• Fourth Sunday in Lent, March 26, 2017 

 
 

Happy to help 
 The International Day of Happiness 

is observed on March 20 (also the first day 

of spring this year; coincidence?). Jesus said 

we’ll be happy (or “blessed”) when we’re 

meek, merciful, pure and so on (see his 

Beatitudes in Matthew 5:3-12). In other 

words, happiness results from putting 

others’ needs above our own. 

 Research confirms that helping 

others boosts people’s self-esteem, forges 

strong friendships, offers a sense of 

belonging and purpose, decreases stress, 

increases gratitude and sparks others to “pay 

it forward.” In fact, University of Texas 

researchers found that the “activism cure” is 

a great way to overcome bouts of sadness. 

So get helping — and get happy! 

 

 



March 2017 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 
   7pm Ash 

Wednesday 
Service at 
South Side 
Christian 
Church 
7pm- Boy 
Scouts 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm-  
Cub Scouts 

6:30pm- 
Set-up for 
Dinner 

4:30pm- St. 
David’s Day 
Dinner and 
Bazaar 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
7pm- Service 
at Immanuel 
UMC 

 6:30pm- 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- 
 Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm-  
Cub Scouts 
7:30pm- 
Shalom 

  

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
7pm-Service 
at First E & R 

 7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- 
 Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm-  
Cub Scouts 

St. Patrick's 
Day 

9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 
6:30pm- Cub 
Scouts in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
1pm Welsh 
Society 
7pm-Service 
at Market St. 
Presbyterian 

 
 
 

 

7pm- Pastoral 
Relations 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- 
 Boy Scouts 
No Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm-  
Cub Scouts 

  

26 27 28 29 30 31  
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am- 
Worship 
11:15am- 
Luncheon 
7pm-Service 
at Gomer CC 

7pm-  
Book Club 

 6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- 
 Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study 
7pm-  
Cub Scouts 
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Schedule of Services: 

                    HOST CHURCH             PREACHER  

March 1   South Side Christian     Doug Price 
March 5   Immanuel United Methodist   Dave Balicki 
March 12   First E & R Church     Steve Brown 
March 19   Market St. Presbyterian    Norman Witthuhn 

March 26   Gomer Congregational    Mark Rich 
April 2   Central Christian Church    Bruce Tumblin 
April 14   First Baptist-Good Friday 
All services are at 7:00pm.  
 

Participating Congregations: Central Christian Church, Elm Street Church of the 
Brethen, First Evangelical and Reformed Church, First Baptist Church, Gomer 
Congregational Church Immanuel United Methodist Church, Market Street 
Presbyterian Church, South Side Christian Church, Westside United Methodist 
Church 


