
 

“He was a baby and a child, so that you may be a perfect human.  He 
was wrapped in swaddling clothes, so that you may be freed from the 

snares of death.  He was in a manger, so that you may be in the al-
tar.  He was on earth that you may be in the stars.  He had no other 

place in the inn, so that you may have many mansions in the heavens.  He, being rich, 
became poor for your sakes, that through his poverty you might be rich.  Therefore, his 

poverty is our inheritance, and the Lord’s weakness is our virtue.  He chose to lack for 
himself, that he may abound for all.” 

-St. Ambrose of Milan (4th c.) 
 

Christmas is a sentimental time, filled with happy memories of family, gifts, Santa, car-
ols, and many sweet treats (a favorite of mine!).  Such feelings are possible only be-

cause of the immense gift given to us so long ago.  The incarnation of God – his becom-
ing human in the person of Jesus Christ – is an essential, but mysterious Christian doc-

trine.  The eternal, all-powerful, all-knowing creator of the universe came to us, not with 
great fanfare, but simply and humbly.  He came as a poor one, without even a bed in 

which to sleep, in order to redeem us from our spiritual poverty and bring us true glory.   
 

The mysteries of Christmas and Easter display for us the great depth of God’s love for us 
and the lengths he was willing to travel to redeem us.  He became one of us to over-

come the sin of our disobedience.  He came among us to lead us home.  The baby of 
Bethlehem has made it possible for us to be born again.  He came to us, not for his 

sake, but for ours.  So, this Christmas, celebrate the most precious of all gifts, the Christ 
who has come for each of us. 

 
Merry Christmas! 

 
Jim 
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Doreen Alice Felser Knoderer 

(December 8, 1931-November 5, 2016) 
 

    Born in Toledo, to Kenneth and Laura 
(Goeder) Felser, she attended Walbridge 

School and graduated from Libbey High 
School in 1949. 

    She was a member of Salem United 

Church of Christ in Toledo, and later a 
member of Gomer Congregational 

Church in Gomer, Ohio. 
    She worked at Tiedtkes in the candy 

department as a teenager,  and after she 
graduated high school and Davis Busi-

ness School,  began working in the of-
fices of The Fuller Brush Company in To-

ledo. She would love to tell people in 
later years that she worked on a comp-

tometer, enjoying the puzzled look on 
their faces and would explain exactly 

what that was. 
    On May 2, 1953, she married Melvin 

Knoderer at Salem Evangelical and Re-

formed Church (later Salem U.C.C.). in 
Toledo. They had two children, Michele 

and Brian. 
    Church was a central fixture in 

Doreen's life. She was a lifelong member 
of Salem Church until it's closing in 

1999. It was here she enjoyed singing in 
the choir, playing hand-bells and found a 

special ministry in being a clown for 
Christ. She was “Dusty the Clown” and 

also played Noah in a clown version of 
Noah's Ark. She, with and without 

Salem's “Utterly Confused Clowns” 
troupe, performed in area churches, or-

ganizations, schools and Pilgrim Hills 

Church Camp. 
    After she married, she worked sum-

mers for Fuller Brush and was also a 
church secretary at Salem. When she 

and her family moved to Bellevue she 

was again a church secretary at Fireside 
United Church of Christ, Bellevue, for 

many years. In 1973, they again moved, 
this time to Clyde, and in 1976, she be-

gan working at the Clyde Public Library, 
where she worked for over 35 years. Her 

love of books began early in her life, as 
she learned to read when she was 4 

years old. Books had always been a large 
part of her life, and she was known to al-

ways have a book to read no matter 
where she was, the doctors office, riding 

in a car, and even reading while waiting 
for a train. She especially liked reading 

the new fiction books for children. Since 

she worked mostly in the children's area 
at the library and cataloged the books, 

she was able to direct the children to the 
best books. 

    Although she moved with her husband 
and children to Maumee, Willard, Belle-

vue and Clyde, she always loved Toledo 
and loved reading her Toledo Blade. 

    Doreen is survived by her daughter: 
Michele (Chris) Wood of Clyde; son: 

Brian (Ann) Knoderer of Delphos ; 3 
granddaughters: Emily (Kyle) Profitt of 

Fremont; Katherine Knoderer of Defi-
ance; Laura Knoderer of Lima; one 

great-granddaughter: Iris Miller of Lima; 

special cousin Mary Ann McGee of Flor-
ida, and many other relatives and dear 

friends. She was preceded in death by 
her husband and parents. 

  
Remember to keep moving in the winter 
months! The church is open for anyone 

that would like to come and walk the 
halls for exercise! Seven round trips from 

north to south door and back equals a 

half mile. Come walk in a safe, warm 
place. 

 



   
 

Dec. 4  Dan & Keisha Larimore 

   Bryce Ballard 
Dec. 11 Program Participants 

   Gage Meyers 
Dec. 18 Janice Branham & 

 Bill Williams 
   Amelia Price 

Dec. 24 Kathleen Carpenter &  
Janet Alger 

   T J Martin 
Dec. 25 Aaron & Lori Crider 

   Lexi Crider 

Jan. 1      Jim and Sandy Schwartzengraber

   Codey Ewing 

Jan. 8  Bob and Deb Ritchey   
   Brionna Jackson 

Jan. 15 Will and Sharon Nusbaum 
   Seth Tadena 

Jan. 22 Kiel and Emily Diller   
   Leanndra Price 

Jan. 29 Jim and Susan Siefker  
   Kyle Smith 

Feb. 5  Jeff and Mary Weis   
   Makenna Jackson 

Feb. 12 Tim and Joyce Larimore  
   Bryce Ballard 

Feb. 19 Jeff and Donna Martin  

   TJ Martin 
Feb. 26     Janet Alger and Carol Sunderland

   Amelia Price 
March 5 Tom and Wilma Evans  

   Kaden Smith 
March 12 Marty and Deb Thomas  

   Codey Ewing 
March 19 Don and Darlene Montooth 

   Chris Long 
March 26 Bob and Kim Roethlisberger 

   Brionna Jackson 
If you are unable to be here on your 

assigned Sunday, we would ask that you 
find a replacement or trade Sundays with 

someone else on the list. Make sure to 

contact the office with the change.   

 
Book Club is meeting again. We will be 

reading the following books in upcoming 
months. 

December - NO MEETING 
January 23rd-The Little Paris Book  

    Shop  by Nina George  

February 27th- Hillbilly Elegy  
 by J.D. Vance 

 Meetings are at 7:00 P.M. in the church 
library. Anyone who is interested in read-

ing is always welcome.  
 

Where’s your security? 
 When A Charlie Brown Christmas de-

buted in 1965, religious references were 
unheard of on television. Yet the show’s 

climax features the Christmas story ver-

batim. As Linus begins reciting Luke 2, 
he’s clutching his ever-present blue blan-

ket. Yet, as pastor Jason Soroski points 
out, Linus drops it right as he utters the 

words “fear not” (Luke 2:10). 
 Soroski believes the timing is inten-

tional and that “Peanuts” creator Charles 
M. Schulz sends a simple, brilliant mes-

sage. “The birth of Jesus separates us 
from our fears,” Soroski writes. It “frees 

us from the habits we are unable (or un-
willing) to break ourselves. The birth of 

Jesus allows us to simply drop the false 
security we have been grasping so 

tightly, and learn to trust and cling to 

him instead.” 

 



 
Dear Family, 

      Happy 91st Birthday to Betty Arthur, 
& 93rd to Winona Brigode.  David & Iris 

Jay will be celebrating their 51st 
anniversary. 

     Congratulations to the young family 
members who were on the Honor Rolls 

for the first grading period.  From 
Columbus Grove: Will Nusbaum and 

Leanndra Price 9th; Amelia Page 10th; 
Alexis Price, Kaitlin Price, & Madison 

Nusbaum 11th.  From Elida:  Bryce 
Ballard & Lexi Crider (5th); Brionna 

Jackson, 6th; Gage Myers, 8th; Codey 
Ewing, 9th; Shelby Crider, 10th. 

     Congratulations to Will Nusbaum 

who, as a freshman, is on the senior Quiz 
Bowl team at Columbus Grove. 

     Leanndra Price was on the Columbus 
Grove cross country team which placed 

10th at the state meet.  Leanndra ran 
her personal best at the meet.  

Congratulations to her and the team. 
    Did You Know:  In 1863 the first 

Leatherwood Congregational Church was 
built on the north side of the Lincoln 

Highway west of Gomer.   In 1904 the 
Leatherwood brick church was built on 

the south side.  On July 13, 1938, the 
church was struck by lightning, and the 

interior was completely demolished.  The 

members became members of the 
Gomer church.  The church property 

became the former Leatherwood Park. 
Bricks from the church were used to 

build the shelter house for the park.   
     I wish you all a merry and blessed 

Christmas! 

              Great--Aunt Grace   

 
 

ADDIE’S STORY 
 

     Addaline Gengenbacker is Gordon 

Best’s great-granddaughter. In Septem-
ber 2015, when Addie was 2 years old, 

her parents took her to a local doctor. 
They thought she had pneumonia. After 

treatment and no progress, they took her 
to Billings, Montana. There they found a 

fairly large tumor in her little chest. It 
was cancerous. A plane from Denver 

Children’s Hospital flew up and took her 
and her mother to Denver, Colorado. The 

doctor there could not determine the 
kind of cancer she had. After trying sev-

eral things, they finally attained results. 

She had a rare cancer.  
     Many ups and downs and challenges 

were experienced. Treatment left her 
without any of her blond hair. She had 

radiation treatments to her chest many 
times. She celebrated her 3rd birthday – 

with a glimmer of hope. Things looked a 
little better. 

     Finally, 14 months later they took a 
full body scan and declared NED (No Evi-

dence of Disease). She was declared 
CANCER FREE! She will have to stay a 

while longer to get her lungs healed and 
a few other things. They are hoping to 

get home to Bozeman by Christmas. Her 

hair has come back and is dark brown. 
     They had people all over this country 

and a few other countries praying for 
her. Her daddy calls them “Addie’s 

Army”! We thank all for their prayer and 
well wishes!! God does answer prayers!! 

 
 



 
 

The Stewardship and Missionary Commit-

tee will be collecting unwrapped toys for 
the local Toys for Tots campaign. Please 

place a new unwrapped toy under the 
Christmas tree in the sanctuary by Mon-

day, December 5. 

 
Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest, 

1425 E. Fifth St. Delphos, OH 45833 
Carlyle Arthur- VanCrest Assisted Liv-

ing, 310 Elida Rd. Apt 217, Delphos, OH 
45833 

Betty Arthur, Elmcroft, 2075 N. 
Eastown Rd., Lima, OH 45807 

Brad Martz– The Meadows of Kalida, 
755 Ottawa St., Kalida, OH 45853 

Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd., 

Elida, OH 45807 
 

 
 

Thanks to all your generous donations 

last month: 
*44 sets of gloves or mittens and 33 

hats will be distributed to area schools! 
*12 bags of groceries will be taken to an 

area food bank.  
*33 boxes of cereal will be donated to 

Lima Rescue Mission  
*15 Blankets were made for the Samari-

tan House! 
 

 
 

Our Christmas Eve service will be Satur-

day, December 24 at 10pm. It will be a 
traditional service with carols, scripture 

and candles. This Christmas season help 
spread the Good News of Jesus Christ. 

So many people need to hear some Good 
News. Please invite them to join us! All 

are welcome to come and bring your 

family, friends and neighbors to cele-
brate the coming of the light of the world 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ! May 
God’s Blessing be upon you and yours 

this Christmas Season! 
 

 
 

Lloyd William (Bill) Reese  
February 4, 1921 – September 26, 2016 

Memorial Fund Blanchard Valley Center 

Employees 
 

Doreen Alice (Felser) Knoderer 
December 8, 1931 – November 5, 2016 

Memorial Fund:Barbara Frysinger, Mar-

jean Long, Jim & Susan Siefker & Family, 
Rita Braker, Joanne Reese, Betty & 

Willard Metzger, Don & Darlene Mon-
tooth, Monetta Lloyd, Gordon Best, Jim 

Wilder, Carol Fitzgerald  
Organ Fund:Tim & Joyce Larimore  

 
 



  
 

Chicken Taco Stuffed Jumbo Pasta Shells 
 

1 box jumbo pasta shells  
Butter to toss shells in after cooked 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
4 chicken breasts 1 package taco seasoning 
1 package ranch dressing/dip mix   
1 (8 oz.) package cream cheese  
1 cup water  1 Tbsp. fresh cilantro, chopped  
            (optional)  
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taco sauce   Tortilla chips 
2 cups Mexican cheese or your favorite 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Taco toppings: 
Lettuce       Tomato 
Green onion      Black olives 
Sour cream      Guacamole or 
avocado slices 
Shredded cheese 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Boil chicken breasts until tender.  Chop and place 
in skillet/pan.  Mix together both seasoning pack-
ets with water; pour over chicken and toss.   Add 
cream cheese and cook on medium heat until 
cream cheese has melted.  Set aside. 
Boil pasta shells in water or broth you boiled 
chicken in; drain. 
Preheat oven to 350˚.  Thinly coat bottom of 
9x13” baking pan with taco sauce. 
Stuff each shell with meat filling, careful not to 
overfill (about 2 tablespoons).  Place each shell 
on top of taco sauce in pan, making sure they 
touch.  Drizzle more taco sauce over top of each 
filled shell.  Top with 1 cup cheese.  Bake until 
cheese is melted.  Remove from oven. 
Optional Step: 
Crush tortilla chips to make about ½ cup (more if 
you like) and sprinkle over shells.  Top with 1 cup 
of cheese.  Bake again until top layer of cheese is 
just melted. 
Serve immediately with your favorite taco top-
pings. 
A 9x13” pan will fit about 25 shells. 
 

You can substitute the chicken for 2 pounds 
of lean ground beef. 

 
I want to thank Pastor Jim for his visits 
and all that sent cards, and made phone 

calls during my testing at Lima Memorial 
Hospital. I am feeling better. 

Monetta  

 
We will be making noodles for St. David’s 

Day Dinner on Saturday, January 14, 
January 28, February 11 and February 

25 at 9am. Come join us for laughter and 
fellowship while making noodles. Bring 

your knives and rolling pins! 

 
You are all invited to an open-house visit 
at the parsonage on Sunday evening De-

cember 4 from 6 to 8pm. Everyone is 
welcome.  Refreshments and good com-

pany will be available.  It's a perfect time 

to get to know your pastor and church 
family. 

 
                      Current Exp   Building 
October 31      54      $745.  $10.  

November 6 81  $1253.  $30  
November 13 52  $1457.  $25.  
November 20 53  $1564.    0   

November 27   76  $1031.  $50.  
Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058. 



PRESENT POSSIBILITIES, 

FRONTIERS OF FAITH  
 Brazilian theologian Rubem Alves 

called hope “the suspicion ... that the 
frontiers of the possible are not deter-

mined by the limits of the present.” Who 
among us doesn’t sometimes imagine 

our future based solely on present-day 
obstacles? Even biblical heroes did so. 

 Abraham and Sarah laughed at God’s 
promise of a child, seeing only their pre-

sent circumstance of old age. Only in 
hindsight could Joseph see how God 

turned slavery in Egypt into great good. 
 At first another Joseph, learning his 

fiancée was pregnant, believed his world 

was limited to two possibilities: shame 
Mary publicly or divorce her quietly. But 

his heart was open to God’s message: 
“What is conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. [Her] son ... will save his 
people from their sins” (Matthew 1:20-

21, NIV). How exceedingly far this future 
must have seemed from the limits of Jo-

seph’s present. 
 Christmas is a reminder that God 

calls us all into frontiers of the future we 
never could have dreamed! 

 
The Children of the church will be per-
forming a program during the worship 

service on Sunday, December 11.  

 

Gift-giving solutions 

 Trying to find gifts for certain people 
— or letting others know what you want 

— can be quite challenging. After all, 
most of us don’t need anything. 

 Realizing that the best gifts aren’t 
material items offers a new perspective 

on giving and receiving. Consider these 
insights from author Charles Swindoll: 

 “Some gifts you can give this Christ-
mas are beyond monetary value: Mend a 

quarrel, dismiss suspicion, tell someone 
‘I love you.’ Give something away — 

anonymously. Forgive someone who has 
treated you wrong. Turn away wrath with 

a soft answer. Visit someone in a nursing 

home. Apologize if you were wrong. Be 
especially kind to someone with whom 

you work. Give as God gave to you in 
Christ, without obligation, or announce-

ment, or reservation, or hypocrisy.” 
 

OVERCOMING DESPAIR  
 Christmas can be a difficult time for 

people who are hurting or grieving. In 
the 1860s, poet Henry Wadsworth Long-

fellow had reason to despair: America 

was at war with itself, his son was se-
verely wounded in battle and his wife 

died in a fire. The first Christmas after 
his wife’s death, Longfellow wrote, “How 

inexpressibly sad are all holidays.” 
 Three years later, on Christmas Day 

1864, Longfellow penned a poem that 
later became the song “I Heard the Bells 

on Christmas Day.” The lyrics move from 
despair to hope — and, thanks to Jesus, 

so can we. 
    And in despair I bowed my head.  

  There is no peace on earth, I said!  
  For hate is strong, and mocks the song  

  of peace on earth, good will to men!  
 

   Then pealed the bells more loud and  
   deep:  

   God is not dead, nor doth he sleep!  
   The wrong shall fail, the right prevail,  

   with peace on earth, good will to men! 



 

BIRTHDAYS AND 

ANNIVERSARIES 

 

1 
Alexis Price 
Kaitlyn Price 

 

5 
Missy Griesdorn 

Hannah Bass 
 

6 
Betty Arthur 

 

7 
Sharon Nusbaum 

 

8 
Deborah Rice 

 

12 
Lynn & Suzanne Metzger 

 
13 

Ann Knoderer 
Logan Thomas 

 
14 

Kadin Koontz 
Tammy & Dallas Jackson 

 

15 
Joyce Larimore 
Winona Brigode 

 

16 
Don Thomas 

 

18 
Dina & Steve Tadena 

 

20 
Madison Nusbaum 

 

21 
Peg Walters 

Monica Wreede 
 

22 
Jeff Thomas 

 

23 
Brian Knoderer 

 

25 
Jesus Christ 

 

27 
Bill Erickson 

Robbin Schmersal 
Mike & Kelly Richards 

 

29  
Tim Larimore 

 

Special dates 
 

• Second Sunday of Advent, December 6 
• Third Sunday of Advent, December 11 
• Fourth Sunday of Advent, December 18 
• First Day of Winter, December 21 
• Christmas Eve, December 24 
• Christmas Day, December 25 
• New Year’s Eve/Watch Night, December 31 

 

HOW FAR TO CHRISTMAS?  
 

How far is it to Christmas Day? 
The journey’s just as long 
as taking time to listen 
to a joyful angel song. 
It’s just as far as one can go 
in doing a loving deed 
that helps someone feel better 
or that meets their special need. 
For Christmas is a journey 
that the heart makes every year. 
It starts right with your family 
and those you hold so dear. 
It travels on to strangers 
’round the world to everyone 
with the message that God loves us 
and that’s why he’s sent his Son! 

                —Peggy Ferrell 

 



December 2016 
 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 
    6:30pm- 

Coffee & Bible 
Study at the 
Britt’s 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

  

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am – 
Worship 
6-8pm – Open 
House at the 
Parsonage 

 6:30pm – 
Christian 
Education 
7:30pm- 
Deacon & 
Deaconess 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm-  
Boy Scouts 
 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at the 
Britt’s 
7pm- Cub 
Scouts 

 8 – Noon 
Kitchen 
Reserved 
6pm- Cub 
Scouts in 
Fellowship 
Hall 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am – 
Worship 
1:30-4pm – 
Museum open 
5pm- 
Shalom Party 

 7pm- Trustee 
meeting 

6:30pm- Bells 
7pm- 
 Boy Scouts 
7:30pm- Choir 

6:30pm- 
Coffee & Bible 
Study at the 
Britt’s 
 

 9 to Noon 
Recycling at 
Uncle Al’s 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
9am-  
Sunday 
School 
10:15am – 
Worship 
Baptism 

 Deadline for 
January 
Assistant 
Pastor 

6:30pm- Bells 
7:30pm- Choir 

  10pm- 
Christmas Eve 
Candlelight 
Service 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 
10:15am – 
Worship 
 
 
Christmas 

Office closed     New Year's 
Eve 
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Christian Symbol 
 

Angel 
 

 Angel, which means “messenger” in both 
Hebrew and Greek, is a spirit-being God 
created to perform tasks for him. In the Bible, 
angels appear in human form (always as men) 
to deliver divine messages. Angels appear 
separately to Joseph and Mary, announcing 
Jesus’ upcoming birth, and “a multitude of the 
heavenly host” (Luke 2:13) tells shepherds of 
the Savior’s arrival. Scripture offers little 
information about angels, though we know 
some rebelled against God. Among the holy 
angels, categories include cherubim and 
seraphim. 

 
 
 

 


