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First of all, a big thank you to everyone for your cards, gifts, and kind
gomercc.org
words during pastor appreciation month. Please know that I apprecipastor@gomercc.org
ate all of you as well!
secretary@gomercc.org
Speaking of thanksgiving, we are entering that season and it reminded me of how that
word “thanksgiving” is often used in the New Testament. That word is used on several
occasions by Paul in the usual way, encouraging us to be thankful for God’s blessings.
You may know the root word, which in Greek is εὐχαριστία (eucharistia). You’ve likely
heard of the Lord’s Supper referred to as the Eucharist. That term comes from the New
Testament and the word eucharist is used in its verb form by the Gospel writers on several occasions. It is used in the feeding miracles when Jesus “took the seven loaves and
the fish, and when he had given thanks (eucharistesas), he broke them and gave them
to the disciples, and they in turn to the people” (Mat 15:36). It is also used in the descriptions of the Last Supper – “And he took bread, gave thanks (eucharistesas) and
broke it” (Luke 22:19). An early Christian text called the Didache (Didache means
“teaching” and the text comes from the late first century – possibly from the time of the
Apostles themselves) refers to the Lord’s Supper throughout the text as the Eucharist
and, when we are concluded with the meal, it suggests a prayer with which we can eucharistize – give thanks.
By now you may be wondering why I have written all this. Well, here’s the reason –
what more important thing is there to be thankful for than the gift of Jesus Christ for us!
The reason the scriptures and Christians throughout the ages have associated the term
“thanksgiving” with the bread and the cup is that this memorial meal brings to our mind
the tremendous gifts of God offered to us through Jesus Christ. The table offers us the
opportunity to thank God again for the most important event in history, the death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. Not only at this table, but at your family table as well,
whenever we break bread, we can also call to mind Jesus’ miraculous provision for each
of us.
During this season of intentional thanks, let’s take some advice from the Psalms, “Give
thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures forever” (Psa 106:1).
Giving thanks to God for each of you,
Jim

MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 4, 2016

In attendance: Bill Askins, Kathleen Carpenter, Brooks Flinn, Dan Brown, Sandy
Schwartzengraber, Donna Martin, Pam
Smith, George Diller, and Pastor Jim.
Pastor Jim led us in prayer prior to
Dan Brown opening the meeting.
Motion to approve the September
minutes was made by Donna Martin with
a second from Kathleen Carpenter. Motion was approved.
Old Business
Kathleen Carpenter gave us a final
update on our devotional material.
Women’s Fellowship meeting held on
September 24th was very successful. Approximately 40 ladies attended from
churches in Berea, Toledo, Bowling
Green, Gahanna, Lafayette, and Gomer.
There was a lot of good fellowship, the
lunch was delicious, and Terri Barnes’
message was wonderful. The next meeting will be held in the Spring in Gahanna.
The Installation Service for Pastor Jim
will be held on October 16. Dan reported
that a representative from NACCC will be
attending and the moderator from the
Ohio Association will also be in attendance. The service will be followed by a
potluck honoring Pastor Jim which the
Pastoral Relations Committee is sponsoring.
Pastor Jim reported that he and
Sandy are holding up on working on the
visitor packets until the committee is finished with working on the Church Logo.
More details will be shared at the next
meeting.
Dan Brown reported that the
Gymanfa Ganu was a huge success. Although we didn’t have an official count of
those attending, it was reported that the

church was filled and programs were at a
premium! There was a great article published in the Lima News prior to the
event and wonderful social media on Facebook, the church website, and UTube.
The chicken barbeque held on Saturday
night was a huge success also. Plans for
next year’s 100th Gymanfa Ganu should
probably begin soon.
New Business
Pastor Jim reported that he will need
a pulpit fill for the Sunday of December
11 when he will be at Seville Community
Church of God. Dan Brown will check
with Christian Education and see if the
Children’s Christmas Program can be
scheduled for that Sunday.
The Welsh Breakfast is scheduled for October 22 from 8:30 – 10:30. Later in the
day, the Fall Festival will be held from
3:00 – 6:30 at the Gomer Dad’s Club.
Minister’s Report
Pastor Jim supplied us with a handout
of his activities for the month and plans
for activities during the month of October. He had a very busy month including
numerous hospital visits, nursing home
visits, funeral services for Bill Reese and
Marci Humphreys, and leading the Bible
Study Group in their study of the Book of
Romans, just to mention a few.
Pastor Jim will be holding a Christmas
Open House at the parsonage on December 4 from 6:00 – 8:00.
Communion:
Next communion is scheduled for November 6. Preparers are George Diller,
Dan Brown, and Deb Ritchey.
Cards
Betty Rager reported that she sent 52
cards in the month of September.
Two prayer shawls were blessed.
Next D&D’s meeting is scheduled for
November 1, 2016.
Brooks Flinn made a motion to adjourn with a second from Pam Smith.
Motion passed.
Respectfully submitted,
Sandy Schwartzengraber, Secretary

Nov. 6

Rod & Nancy Watkins
Will Nusbaum
Nov. 13 Alivia Page &
Linda Whittington
Kaden Smith
Nov. 20 Steve & Dina Tadena
Seth Tadena
Nov. 27 Jenni Martin &
Carol Sunderland
Kyle Smith
Dec. 4
Dan & Keisha Larimore
Bryce Ballard
Dec. 11
Lynne & Suzanne Metzger
Gage Meyers
Dec. 18
Janice Branham &
Bill Williams
Amelia Price
Dec. 24
Kathleen Carpenter &
Janet Alger
T J Martin
Dec. 25
Aaron & Lori Crider
Lexi Crider
If you are unable to be here on your
assigned Sunday, we would ask that you
find a replacement or trade Sundays with
someone else on the list. Make sure to
contact the office with the change.

Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, - Vancrest,
1425 E. Fifth St. Delphos, OH 45833
Carlyle Arthur- VanCrest Assisted Living, 310 Elida Rd. Apt 217, Delphos, OH
45833
Betty Arthur, Elmcroft, 2075 N.
Eastown Rd., Lima, OH 45807
Brad Martz– The Meadows of Kalida,
755 Ottawa St., Kalida, OH 45853
Joanne Reese – 4599 Bussert Rd.,
Elida, OH 45807

Since 1906, the Lima Rescue Mission
has been reaching out to poor and homeless men in Lima and surrounding areas.
The Mission is an evangelical, non-denominational organization. All funding
comes directly from individuals, businesses, churches and other organizations
who want to be involved in helping people in need in our community. We do not
receive any funding from the government or other agencies.
Lima Rescue Mission helps men with
both physical and spiritual needs by
providing food, clothing and shelter as
well as Bible studies, chapel services,
classes and one on one spiritual counseling. We strive to provide a safe and secure environment that promotes positive
life changes and where healing takes
place. The Mission also ministers to at
risk youth through a summer day camp
at the Mission’s campgrounds, Camp
Roberts.
For the month of November the Shalom Circle will be accepting donations of
cereal for the Lima Rescue Mission. They
prefer boxes or bags of generic cereal.
Bring your cereal and place them in the
donation boxes through the month of November.
IMITATING CHRIST
The biblical use of the term saint in
the book of Acts ... applies to each of us.
All who are attempting to imitate the
Christ in their lives merit the title of
saint. Some do it more fully than others
and are willing to let go of more to get
the job done.—Matthew Fox, Confessions

FORGIVE AND LET GO

Dear Family,
It's time for some health up-dates.
Codey Ewing is still recovering from his
concussion which was the result of a fall.
He returned to school for the first time
the 3rd week of October. Helen John had
a stroke, but is recovering. Bud Barnes
is continuing to receive chemotherapy.
Marna Clevenger is now recovering at
home after a five-week stay in the
hospital for a blood clot and bleeding in
her lungs. Monetta Lloyd is undergoing
testing for heart related problems. Will
Nusbaum is still having therapy after his
back surgery, but making progress.
Larry Stewart has finished a series of
radiation treatments. He has now been
diagnosed with another unrelated
problem.
Two more of our many volunteers
are Tom Evans and Betty Metzger. Tom
still works with the Ford Retirees building
ramps for the handicapped, and
continues to be a scout leader, putting in
many hours with our scouts. Betty
volunteers at Memorial Hospital.
Did You Know: In November,1936,
an amendment recommending the
abandonment of the Welsh language in
the regular preaching services of the
Church was adopted. Originally all
services were in Welsh. In 1905 the
services became bi-lingual. The Sunday
morning service was in English, and the
Sunday evening services were in Welsh.
In 1946 the charter was presented to the
newly organized Boy Scout Troop of
Gomer, #83.
Have a happy Thanksgiving. Among
our many blessings are our personal
families and our church family.

Great--Aunt Grace

Clara Barton, founder of the American Red Cross, was said to never hold
grudges. One day someone reminded her
of an offense that another person had
committed against her. “Don’t you remember?” the friend pressed. “No,” Barton replied. “I distinctly remember forgetting that.”
Forgiving and forgetting are not precisely the same. While God declares that
he’ll “remember [our] sin no more” (Jeremiah 31:34), it’s tough for humans to
completely forget harm done to us, even
when we want to forgive.
On the other hand, like Barton, we
can consciously choose not to ruminate
on an offense, as a cow does its cud. We
can opt not to bring up past hurts during
present disagreements, and we can intentionally not recount someone’s sin to
a third party, hoping they’ll take our
side. In the process of “choosing to forget” the wrong done to us, surely we’ll
also find it easier to forgive.

Our weekly Bible Study continues at Martha Britt’s. We meet on Thursdays at
7:00. Please come and join us at 6:30
for coffee and Bible study will follow at 7.
We hope to see you there.

Daylight-Saving Time ends
November 6, 2016

On Sunday, November 6, 2016 we will
observe All Saints/All Souls Day during
our morning worship service at 10:15am.
We remember our loved ones that now
have become a part of the church triumphant. Our members who we lost this
past year:
Dorothy Ann Guy
August 2, 1929 – November 10, 2015
Berneta K. Brubaker
March 17, 1925 -January 15, 2016
Carl August Heil Jr.
December 8, 1926 - February 3, 2016
Dorothy Elizabeth Davis
September 4, 1918 - March 1, 2016
Evelyn June Streeter
January 11, 1925 – March 23, 2016
Paul David Born
December 5, 1938 – June 1, 2016
Darrel Duane Frysinger
June 6, 1934 - July 2, 2016
Lloyd William (Bill) Reese
February 4, 1921 – September 26, 2016

WHERE IS THY STING?
Death’s power is limited. It cannot eradicate memories or slay love. It cannot destroy even a threadbare faith or permanently hobble the smallest hope in God.
It cannot permeate the soul and it cannot cripple the spirit. It merely separates
us for a while. That is the only power
death can claim— no more.
―Donna VanLiere

Dorothy Elizabeth Davis
September 4, 1918 - March 1, 2016
Memorial Fund: Louie & Jan Siefker
Lloyd William (Bill) Reese
February 4, 1921 – September 26, 2016
Memorial Fund: Louie & Jan Siefker Bill
Morris, Cretora Beam, Pat Sharrits, Lillian
Rupel & Family, Jim & Susan Siefker,
Rev. Frank & Jo Isaacs, Tom & Wilma Evans, Janice Branham, Betty Rager, Gordon & Susan Nicholson, Barbara
Frysinger
Paul David Born
December 5, 1938 – June 1, 2016
Memorial Fund: Louie & Jan Siefker
USE IT ALL UP
About two-thirds of Americans say
eating Thanksgiving leftovers is more important than eating the actual holiday
meal. That’s one of the few times people
hope food is left on the table.
When it comes to giving out blessings, God doesn’t want any leftovers to
remain. In Genesis 12:2, God blesses
Abraham so he will be a blessing to others.
Charles Stanley writes: “A hoarded
blessing is never enjoyed as richly as a
shared one. Using your gift to meet
someone else’s need glorifies God by
demonstrating his grace at work in your
life. Don’t let his generous provisions end
with you. Pass them on and discover the
joy of a never-ending cycle of blessings.”
• “Thanksgiving, after all, is a word of
action.” —W.J. Cameron

The Stewardship and Missionary Committee will be having a hat and mitten tree
again this year. The tree will be in the
sanctuary until Thanksgiving week. Then
we will take the hats and mittens to an
area school. It has also been decided
that we will be collecting Toys for Tots
until the middle of December. Please
bring an unwrapped toy and place it under the Christmas tree. We continue to
collect canned foods on the second Sunday of the month, in November we ask
that you bring bags of generic cereal to
be taken to the Lima Rescue home. We
would like to thank everyone who continues to give to our causes, we strongly
believe that it is best for us to help people in our own community.

According to a recent article in the Readers Digest, group singing increases levels
of an antibody that serves as the first
line of defense against bacterial and viral
infections. “Studies found that choir singers have lower levels of the stress hormone cortisol and better moods overall.
There’s something about having to coordinate your actions with those of others
that brings particular health benefits,”
says Daniel Levitin PhD at McGill University. Being a “good” singer is not necessary. So join our choir, enjoy a fun
group, add to the music of the church,
and get the healthy benefits too!

Thank you for your donation of food. The
Veterans will appreciate it.
Veterans Food Pantry of NW Ohio
The Pastoral Relations Committee would
like to thank all of those who came out to
enjoy the carry-in to celebrate both Pastor Jim's Installation and to show our
gratitude to him during Pastor Appreciation Month. The committee would especially like to thank Shalom for helping
with the meal and to Joyce and Hope for
the beautiful decorations in the fellowship hall. We had a wonderful turn out
and great fellowship. Thanks again!
To Pastor Jim and the Congregation,
Your cards and concerns for my daughters and me meant so much at this sad
time. I wish I could thank each one of
you.
God Bless you,
Joanne Reese
THE MEANING OF LIFE
The greatest thing is to give thanks for
everything. He who has learned this
knows what it means to live. He has penetrated the whole mystery of life: giving
thanks for everything.
—Albert Schweitzer

Monday, November 14, 201

The holiday season is normally a time
of joy, but when someone you love has
died, it can be a time of loneliness and
pain. If you are experiencing grief, your
neighbors at Chiles-Laman Funeral &
Cremation Services will host their 26th
Annual Tree of Remembrance Service on
Saturday, December 3, 2016. This community event is held at our Shawnee
Chapel, located at 1170 Shawnee Road,
Lima.
Guest may start to arrive at 2:00pm
and the Remembrance Service will begin
at 3pm, being led by area clergy. Light
refreshments will be served following the
service at 4pm.
The 26th Annual Tree of Remembrance Service is presented as a gift to
our community from the Chiles-Laman
families. Anyone is welcome to attend,
regardless of which funeral home provided the services for their loved one.
There is no charge to attend, however,
reservations are requested. To make a
reservation, order your free personalized crystal ornament or for additional
information, please do not hesitate to
call 419-228-5474.
If your loved one passed away this
year, your family is welcome to receive
one complimentary personalized crystal
ornament. Additional ornaments for
loved ones who have passed away in any
previous year will be available for $25.
each. To place your order, please call
419-228-5474 prior to November 30th.

All are invited to a Smorgasbord on Saturday, November 5 from 4:30 to 7pm at
Cairo United Methodist Church, 210 W.
Main St., Cairo, Ohio. The menu: swiss
steak, turkey, mashed potatoes, dressing, gravy, noodles, green beans, salads
and desserts. Adult tickets are $7.50
children 6-12 $4. and under 5 free. Carry
outs are available.

Emily Siefker, 145 George St., Findlay,
Ohio 45840. She is a Junior at The University of Findlay majoring in Social
Work. She is involved in Circle K International and on the OilerTHON Committee.
Samantha Nusbaum, 0732 Drackett
Tower, 191 W. Lane Ave., Columbus, OH
43210. She is starting her freshman year
at The Ohio State University majoring in
Biology. She is involved in band, Women
in Math and Science Club, and Creative
Writing Club. She attends home-church
Bible Study and is a Research Assistant
in Plant Pathology Lab.

October
October
October
October

Current Exp Building
2 105
$2142.
$20.
9
46
$1749.
$10.
16
70
$1721.
$50.
23
57
$ 880.
$0

Amount need weekly to meet out Budget $2058.

13
Susan Siefker
17
Colin Siefker
18
Kelly Richards
BIRTHDAYS AND
ANNIVERSARIES
1
Joely Fisher
2
Ruby Erickson
4
Kelsey Christlieb
5
T. J. Martin
6
Mary Alger
7
Lori & Matthew Parker
9
John Olds
10
Tom Evans
Ray Thomas
11
Kristine Nusbaum

19
Sue Williams
Emily Manuel
Sarah Stoltz
23
Dian & Cheyenne Ridley
24
Larry Stewart
26
Lori Crider
28
Matt Flinn
29
Diane Campbell
30
Linda Martz-Traynor
Jonella Martin Yost
Jeffrey Frantz
Penblwydd Hapus i chwi!
(Happy Birthday to you in Welsh)

A grateful
heart
Thou hast given so much
to me,
Give one thing more — a grateful
heart;
Not thankful when it pleaseth me,
As if thy blessings had spare days,
But such a heart whose pulse may
be thy praise.
—George Herbert
SPECIAL DATES
• All Saints’ Day, November 1
• Daylight-Saving Time ends,
November 6
• Election Day, November 8
• Veterans Day, November 11
• Christ the King Sunday,
November 20
• Thanksgiving, November 24
• First Sunday of Advent,
November 27
ALWAYS THANKFUL
Martin Rinkart, a German
Lutheran minister, wrote the hymn
“Now Thank We All Our God” in
1636. At the time, the Thirty
Years’ War was ravaging central
Europe, claiming millions of lives.
Rinkart served as pastor in
Eilenburg, a walled town that
became a crowded refuge for
starving fugitives. Although
Rinkart was struggling to provide

for his own family, he opened his
own home to people in need.
After the plague entered
Eilenburg, Rinkart conducted up to
50 funerals a day — including
services for his wife and the only
other two pastors in town. Amid
the despair, he wrote many hymns,
including “Now Thank We All Our
God.” Originally intended as a
table prayer, it’s now sung at
Thanksgiving to remember God’s
“countless gifts of love” — even
during hardship.
FUELED BY THANKFULNESS
Thankfulness
is not a
minor virtue.
It is not one
of the
elementary
virtues [that] may be left behind as
we become more mature. I believe
that thankfulness is essential to the
strength of every virtue, and that
without it every other branch is
starved and lean.
Life without thankfulness is
devoid of love and passion. Hope
without thankfulness is lacking in
fine perception. Faith without
thankfulness lacks strength and
fortitude. Every virtue divorced
from thankfulness is maimed and
limps along the spiritual road.
—John Henry Jowett

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed
1

6:30pmChristian Education
7:30pm- Deacon &
Deaconess
All Saint’s Day

6

7

9amSunday School
10:15am-Worship
Communion

13

14

9amSunday School
10:15am-Worship

Sat

3

4

5

10

11

12

6:30pm-Coffee &
Bible Study
7pm- Cub Scouts

All Soul’s Day

9
6:30pm-Bells
7pm-Boy Scouts
7:30pm- Choir

15
7pm- Pastoral
Relations

Fri

2
6:30pm-Bells
7pm-Boy Scouts
7:30pm- Choir

8
7pm- Trustees

Thu

6pm- Shalom
6:30pm-Coffee &
Bible Study
7pm- Cub Scouts

16
6:30pm-Bells
7pm-Boy Scouts

17

18

6:30pm-Coffee &
Bible Study
7pm- Cub Scouts

Veterans Day

20

21

22

9amSunday School
10:15am-Worship

27
9amSunday School
10:15am-Worship

23
6:30pm-Bells
7pm-Boy Scouts
7:30pm- Choir

28
7pm- Book Club

29

30
6:30pm-Bells
7pm-Boy Scouts
7:30pm- Choir

Get these printable calendars for any dates you need with CalendarsThatWork.com Full Access.

24
Thanksgiving Day

19
9 to Noon
Recycling at Uncle
Al’s
6pm- Cub Scouts in
Fellowship Hall

25

26
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THE LONG VIEW OF ADVENT
Advent is about preparing not only for Christmas but also for Jesus’ return.
According to Scripture, that won’t be the calm, silent scene described in Christmas
carols.
In 1928, Dietrich Bonhoeffer preached: “It is very remarkable that we face
the thought that God is coming so calmly, whereas previously peoples trembled at
the day of God .... We have become so accustomed to the idea of divine love and
of God’s coming at Christmas that we no longer feel the shiver of fear that God’s
coming should arouse in us. We ... [forget] the serious aspect, that the God of the
world draws near to the people of our little earth and lays claim to us.”
God is love; we’ll be in good hands at the end of time. But during Advent,
also be in awe of God. Embrace a reverent fear of the Lord that reminds you how
profound it is that God chooses again and again to draw near and lay claim to you.

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2016

