
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

I have no idea where the month has gone.  I have spent most of the month at St. Rita’s 
in my mom's hospital room.  I still am not sure when she is coming home.  Thank you to 

all for your understanding.  Thank you also to Terri Barnes for jumping into the pulpit at 
the last minute.   As I write this, it is storming.  March is trying to go out like a lion.  

April is just a few hours away.   I do hope that you had a meaningful Easter and took 
some time to contemplate the significance of the empty tomb and its impact on your 

life.  When I think of lions and the resurrection, I think of Aslan, the Christ figure played 
by a lion in C. S. Lewis Narnia stories.   

 Theologian Brent Porterfield writes: “Few authors have shared the good news of the 
Christian gospel as compellingly as C. S. Lewis in The Chronicles of Narnia. In one 

passage the characters Eustace, Jill and Aslan weep over the dead King Caspian.  After 

Aslan is wounded with a pierced paw and his blood splashes on the dead king the king is 
wonderfully revived; 'his sunken cheeks grew round and fresh, and the wrinkles were 

smoothed, and his eyes opened, and his eyes and lips both laughed, and suddenly he 
leaped up and stood before them—a very young man, or a boy.' When he turns to the 

children, he gives a 'great laugh of astonished joy.' When Aslan is asked if Caspian 
hadn't died, the great lion speaks in a voice that sounds like laughter. 'He has died. Most 

people have, you know. Even I have. There are very few who haven't.' The resurrection 
invites laughter. The kind of laughter we sometimes experience when something so 

impossible happens we can do nothing else but laugh.” 
 The Resurrection is God's April Fools' joke on Death.  It no longer has the chains to 

bind us forever.  This indeed is something to be joyful about even in the midst of sorrow.   
He is Risen indeed!   

Happy Eastertide, 
Happy Spring,   

Blessings, 
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MEETING MINUTES  

March 1, 2016 
 

In attendance:  Bill Askins, Joyce Lar-
imore, Kathleen Carpenter, Brooks Flinn, 

Dan Brown, Sandy Schwartzengraber, 
Deb Ritchey, Jeff Thomas, Donna Martin, 

and George Diller. 

     Meeting was opened with the D&D’s 
praying the Lord’s Prayer. 

     Minutes from the February meeting 
were read and motion to approve was 

made by George Diller and seconded by 
Joyce Larimore.  Motion passed. 

     A nomination was made by Sandy 
Schwartzengraber to have Dan Brown 

remain as the Chairman of D&D’s.  She 
also volunteered to remain as secretary 

for the year.  Brooks Flinn seconded the 
motion.  Motion passed. 

Old Business: 
      An update was given on the lights in 

the sanctuary.  Trustees have worked on 

the “Amen” section and are continuing 
their research on updating the remainder 

of the lights that they can. 
     Discussion continued on expanding 

our church attendance.  Some ideas dis-
cussed were working on bringing our in-

active members back to church, possibly 
making a flyer giving brief details about 

our church that can be handed out, new 
technology, inviting someone to come to 

a church event (not necessarily a church 
service), keeping our website updated, a 

possible Bible Study Group for young 
adults, having money budgeted for pub-

licity in the community, inviting someone 

to come to church.  Jeff Thomas was 
asked to work with Dan Larimore on pull-

ing a meeting together with the young 

people of the church to brainstorm some 
ideas.  (D&D’s could provide babysitting 

service and refreshments for the night.)  
New Business: 

      Joyce Larimore mentioned that she is 
going to encourage Samantha Nusbaum 

to play the piano during the church ser-
vice.  Samantha did a fantastic job the 

week she accompanied Martha. 
      It was suggested by a member to 

provide the hand mike to people when 
they are making an announcement from 

the pew areas.  We will ask the ushers to 
provide this service so all can hear. 

      A motion was made to suspend 

Maundy Thursday service for this year 
only, due to poor attendance last year 

and to relieve Pastor Brian of extra work 
during this difficult time for him, with the 

stipulation that next year we invite sur-
rounding churches who do not hold 

Maundy Thursday services to join us at 
our church.  Motion was seconded and 

passed.  Kathleen Carpenter will research 
other surrounding churches in the area 

that we can invite. 
     Dan Brown will check on getting the 

palms for Palm Sunday service. 
     Joyce Larimore will work on flower 

orders for Easter. 

     Sunrise service will be handled by the 
Christian Education Department. 

     Hope Diller asked to be relieved of 
the Greeter/Acolyte responsibility.  

Sandy Schwartzengraber volunteered to 
take this over for the remainder of her 

term on D&D’s.  
    Jeff and Melissa Thomas have re-

quested to have Genevee Rose Thomas 
baptized on April 10 with Melissa’s father 

assisting in the baptism.  A motion was 
made by George Diller, seconded by Deb 

Ritchey.  Motion passed. 
     We had no report from Pastor Brian 

other than a report from him that Doro-

thy Davis needed our prayers.  (We later 



 

were advised that Dorothy passed away 

that evening.) 
     Betty Rager reported that she sent 50 

cards during the month of February.  
Thanks to Betty for continuing to send 

cards during the month with the help of 
Joyce Larimore. 

Communion: 
      Easter Sunday, March 27, will be our 

next communion date.  Preparers will be 
Kathleen Carpenter, Sandy Schwartz-

engraber, and Donna Martin.  Thanks to 
Deb Thomas for agreeing to still provide 

the bread for the communion service. 
Confirmation: 

     The Confirmation Class will be meet-

ing with the Deacons the first Sunday in 
May.  Confirmation will be held May 15.  

There are 7 Confirmands this year.  T.J. 
Martin will be baptized prior to Confirma-

tion. 
      Closing greeters are as follows:  

March 6 – Dan Brown, March 13 – Deb 
Ritchey, March 20 – Bill Askins, March 27 

– Donna Martin, and April 3 – Brooks 
Flinn. 

     Next D&D’s meeting will be April 5, 
2016 at 7:30 pm. 

     George Diller made a motion to ad-
journ with a second from Bill Askins.  

Motion passed. 

 Respectfully submitted, 
 Sandy Schwartzengraber, Secretary 

 
THE BEST MEDICINE 

 Although the Bible never refers to Je-
sus laughing, he clearly had a sense of 

humor — and needed one to deal with 
his critics and even his disciples. James 

Martin, S.J., author of Between Heaven 
and Mirth (HarperOne), writes, “If we ac-

cept the idea of [Jesus] as a human be-
ing, we must accept all human attributes 

for him — laughing as well as suffering.”  
 The ancient church marked the Sun-

day after Easter with humor and laughter 

to celebrate Jesus’ triumph over death. 
Today some congregations designate 

their post-Easter worship as Hilarity 

Sunday or Bright Sunday. Faith is serious 
business, but that doesn’t mean Chris-

tians must always be serious! 

 
     Confirmation Sunday will be Sunday, 

May 15.  After the worship service we 
will again be going to The Old Barn Out 

Back to celebrate with our youth.  Due to 
the large number of youth this year and 

large families we have reserved a room 
so there will be no delay in celebrating 

this year. 
     By having our own room we are only 

able to get one type of meal. The meal 
will be all you can eat breafast, lunch, 

soup, salad, and dessert, with your drink 

and tip the price is $18.00 for Adults 
and10 and under $11.00. 

     To give us an idea on how many to 
prepare for please fill out the form below 

and enclose your payment. If you would 
like to write a check, please make it out 

to Gomer Sunday School.  We will have 
an envelope on the bulletin board for you 

to put your forms in marked Confirma-
tion.  Thank you so much for sharing this 

special day with our kids. If you're not 
sure till the day of the dinner they have 

assured us they can quickly add more 
tables and you can pay us that day. 

 

***************************** 
 

Name ___________________________   
 

______ Adults at 18.00  
 

______ Children 10 and under at $11.00 
 



 

_____  Total 

 
Make checks payable to: Gomer Sunday 

School 
 

 
 

Virginia Evans, Bob Alger, Carlyle Ar-
thur - Vancrest, 1425 E. Fifth St. Del-

phos, OH 45833 

Betty Arthur, Elmcroft, 2075 N. 

Eastown Rd., Lima, OH 45807 

Brad Martz– The Meadows of Kalida, 
755 Ottawa St., Kalida, OH 45853 

 
Five of our youth were brave enough to 
participate in the 30 hour famine along 

with 4 adults.  We joined The Church at 

Allentown for a fun filled over night.  The 
next morning, after we broke the fast by 

breaking bread with each other,  we 
served in the food bank at Allentown.  

Our youth are almost done raising mon-
ey for this event.  If you would like to 

donate please see one of the following 
youth and show your support for them:  

Codey Ewing, Miranda Goodman, TJ Mar-
tin, Leanndra Price, Sophi Ridley. $35.00 

will feed one child for a year!  Deadline 
is April 17. Thank you. 

 

LOOK TO CHRIST  
 The man who has struggled to purify 

himself and has had nothing but repeat-

ed failures will experience real relief 

when he stops tinkering with his soul and 
looks away to the perfect One. While he 

looks at Christ, the very things he has so 
long been trying to do will be getting 

done within him.—A.W. Tozer 

 
The Welsh Society will hold the annual 
Ladies Tea on Sunday, May 1st from 2:00 

to 4:00pm in the fellowship hall. Price 
per ticket is $10. Girls under 5 are free. 

The theme for this year is The Teddy 
Bear Picnic Tea. Luncheon will be served 

along with door prizes and a raffle. The 
program will have active participation by 

the guests. Ladies of all ages are wel-
come. This is a pre-pay event. Please 

contact Linda Whittington at 419-642-
5911 for reservations. Please bring your 

favorite tea cup, and if you have a teapot 
that you would like to use that day 

please bring it along. 

 
Monthly book Club continues to meet. 
On April 25th we will be discussing  The 

All-Girl Filling Station's Last Reunion by 
Fannie Flagg.  On May 23rd we will dis-

cuss a mystery, Beautiful Blue Death -- A 

Charles Lenox Series #1  by Charles 
Finch. Our regular meeting time is the 

4th Monday evening of each month 
at 7:00 P.M. in the church library. All 

readers welcome! 



 

 
Darrel & Barb Frysinger, Doreen Knoder-

er, Adeline Gengenbacker( Gordon Best’s 
great granddaughter, Paul Born, Carolyn 

Dyke, June Streeter Family, Willard 
Metzger, Willard Nusbaum 

  
    

Apr. 3 Jeff & Mary Beth Weis 
   Amelia Page 
Apr. 10 George & Hope Diller  
       Chris Long 
Apr. 17  Jim & Sandy Schwartzen.
       Cody Ewing 
Apr. 24 Terri Barnes & Peg Heil 
   T J Martin 
May 1  Brooks & Janet Flinn  
       Will Nusbaum 
May 8  Dave & Pam Smith  
   Lexie Crider 
May 15 Willard & Betty Metzger 
   Seth Tadena 
May 22 Jeremy & Monica Price 
   Leanndra Price 
May 29 Oren & Michele Long  

       Chris Long 
If you are unable to be 

here on your assigned 
Sunday, we would ask 

that you find a 
replacement or trade 

Sundays with someone 
else on the list. Make 

sure to contact the 
office with the change.  

 

EVANGELISM TIP 
 

 We draw people to Christ not by 
loudly discrediting what they believe, by 

telling them how wrong they are and 
how right we are, but by showing them a 

light that is so lovely that they want with 
all their hearts to know the source of it. 

—Madeleine L’Engle 
 

 

 
 

On Sunday, April 10 there will be a 

special offering to benefit Equestrian 
Therapy Program at Fassett Farm. 

We also will be collecting food for a food 

bank in the area on Sunday, April 10. 
 

 
 

Berneta K. Brubaker 

March 17, 1925 – January 15, 2016 
Memorial Fund: Janice Branham 
 

Carl August Heil Jr. 
December 8, 1926 -February 3, 2016 

Memorial Fund: Cathryn Nihiser,  
Betty & Willard Metzger, Janice Branham, 

Darrell & Barb Frysinger 

 
Dorothy Elizabeth Davis 

September 4, 1918 - March 1, 2016 
Memorial Fund: Bill Williams, Louie & 

Jan Siefker & Family, Jim & Susan 
Siefker & Family, Janice Branham, Bill & 



 

Joann Reese, Jim Henze, Martha & Rich-

ard Oakley, Monetta Lloyd Ross & Joan 
Thomas, Virginia Bok, Lillian Rupel, Dar-

rell & Barb Frysinger 
 

Find rest 
 I have read in Plato and Cicero say-

ings that are wise and very beautiful; but 
I have never read in either of them: 

Come unto me all ye that labor and are 
heavy laden.—St. Augustine 

 

 

EVELYN JUNE STREETER 

January 11, 1925 – March 23, 2016 
 
    June Streeter, age 91, died at 9:00 a.m., 
March 23, 2016, at her home near Gomer, 
Ohio. She was born on January 11, 1925, in 
Vaughnsville, Ohio, to Willis R. and Ruth R. 
(Anderson) Dackin, both preceded her in 
death. 
    On January 22, 1950, she married Carl A. 
Streeter, who died on January 15, 2012. 
Survivors include a son: David (Becky) Streeter 
of Gomer; three daughters: Carol (Terry) 
Turner of Goshen, Ohio, Diane (Vincent) 
Campbell of Atlanta, GA, and Linda Nichols 
(Kim DeVita) of Gomer; 11 grandchildren: 
Stephanie (Darian Thompson) Turner, Todd 
(Molly Fogelman) Turner, Kevin (Katie Bo-
rovich) Turner, Nate Turner; Abigail (Ruzbeh 
Nemat) Tate, Angela Tate, Nick Tate; Tony 
(Jarrah Cole) Streeter, Jennifer Nichols, Nata-
sha (JJ Johnson) DeVita and Crystal DeVita; 
two great grandchildren: Aaron Hinds and Har-
per Goldschmidt; a brother: Gerald Dackin of 
Richmond, VA and a sister-in-law: Nola Street-
er of Hillsboro, Ohio. 

     She was preceded in death by a grand-
daughter: Jessica Nichols; a brother-in-law: Ed 
Streeter and a sister-in-law: Marjorie Dackin. 
     June was a graduate of Columbus Grove 
High School, class of 1943. She earned her 
R.N. degree from Lima Memorial School of 
Nursing. June had worked at Lima Memorial 
Hospital, did Private Duty Care in Arizona, and 
she retired from the Columbia Nursing Home, 
Lima, all while being a homemaker and a 
farmer's wife.  
    June transferred her membership here at 
Gomer Congregational Church in 1965. She 
served her church in many ways., She had 
been Financial Secretary for many years, 
served as Church Treasurer, and was a mem-
ber of the FIDELIS Circle. June was always on 
the green beans and noodle committee for St. 
David’s and they were always delicious! 
     She enjoyed playing cards, bowling, travel-
ing and attending school and sporting events of 
all the grandchildren. 
     June liked to mow, take care of her garden 
and flowers, but her real joy was her family and 
the times she spent with them. 
Services were Monday, March 28, 2016, at the 
Gomer Congregational Church, with Pastor 
Brian Knoderer officiating.  
 

DOROTHY ELIZABETH DAVIS 
September 4, 1918 - March 1, 2016 

 
     Dorothy, 97, passed away on Tuesday, 
March 1, 2016 at Vancrest Nursing Facility, af-
ter health problems since last June. 
     She was born on September 4, 1918 to 
Edwin L. and Gwendolyn (Price) Davis. 
She was a graduate of Vaughnsville High 
School. She resided all of her life on the farm 
her father purchased in 1916. She was em-
ployed at Hayes Manufacturing in Spencerville 
for years. 
     After retirement, she loved caring for the 
farm and gardening. She also loved visiting the 
sick and shut-ins, which she did until her late 
80's. Dorothy was also very involved with the 
Gomer Welsh Society. 
     She was a lifetime member of Gomer Con-
gregational church being baptized and con-
firmed at Gomer. She served on the Memorial 



 

Committee and Stewardship and Missionary 
Committee. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, a 
brother, John P. Davis, and her beloved Ger-
man shepherd, Ava who was the last of many 
German Shepherds. 
Also preceding her in death were cousins Anna 
(Raymond) Davis Holdgreve, Margaret (Louis) 
Davis Rozelle, Alice (Herbert) Davis Bushong, 
Elizabeth Roberts, William Price Henze, and 
Jane Ann Henze. 
Surviving are cousins, Martha (Dick) Holdgreve 
Oakley, Tom (Gretchen) Holdgreve, Scott 
Bushong, Janet (Rusty) Bushong May, James 
Henze, and his mother Jean Elizabeth Henze. 

 

  
Dear Family, 

     Happy Birthday to Monetta Lloyd. 
celebrating her 87th birthday.  Happy 

56th anniversary to Paul and Dorothy 

Born. 
      It was good to see Frank Isaacs at 

the St. David's program.  He looks well, 
and he said he has made a good 

recovery from his by-pass surgery.  
Willard Metzger is recovering in Florida 

after gall bladder surgery.  Doreen 
Knoderer has been back in St. Rita's, but 

may be home by the time you read this.  
Paul Born is having chemotherapy for 

liver cancer.  Willard Nusbaum has been 
suffering with back pain and going 

through therapy, pain management, and 
testing.  June Streeter is having some 

health problems.  Keep all of these 

people in your prayers.      
     Tom Evans was given the President's 

Award by the Boy Scout Council for all 
his contributions to scouting and his 

other volunteer work.  Congratulations, 
Tom!  As I told you in a previous letter, 

one of Tom's volunteer projects is 

working with the Ford Retiree group who 

builds ramps for people who need them.  
Tom & the Ford group recently built a 

ramp for Doreen.  They built about 60 
ramps in 2015. 

    Last month I told you about Josiah 
Jones who served as undertaker and 

introduced the hearse.  Llewelyn Jones, 
Josiah's son, took over his father's 

business.  He was the first to embalm 
with "modern methods."  Gomer's last 

resident undertaker was Ellis T. Jones 
who graduated from embalming school in 

1915 and operated a funeral home at the 
west edge of Gomer in the family home, 

Brynhyfryd.  It is the home on the hill, 

the last home on the south side of the 
Lincoln Highway.  The name can still be 

seen on the building closest to the road. 
     As our search committee looks for a 

new pastor, and asks for our patience, 
we might remember that pastoral 

searches take time.  In 1850, the Rev. 
D.W. Jones resigned his pastorate, and 

our church was without a pastor for two 
years.  This time frame has been 

common through history in many 
churches. 

     Thank you for keeping us informed 
about your activities, awards, and 

honors.   

                       Great--Aunt Grace  

 
Thanks to all who helped in any way with 
the St. David’s Day Dinner. Without your 

help we could not do it! 
 

Thank you for your gift in support of our 

shelter. You are truly making a difference 
in the lives of many women and children.  

God Bless You, 
The Staff of Samaritan House 



 

 

A SHEPHERD’S ROLE  
 While traveling in Iran, writer Eric Bishop asked 
a villager about an earthen enclosure topped with 
dry thorns. The man said sheep stayed in the round 
space at night for safety. “What are the thorns for?” 
Bishop asked. “If a wolf tries to break in and attack 
the sheep,” the man replied, “he’ll knock against the 
thorns, and they’ll make a noise, and the shepherd 
will wake up and drive off the wolf.” 

 Pointing out the enclosure’s doorless entrance, 
Bishop asked why a wolf wouldn’t just enter there. 
Because, replied the villager, “that’s where the 
shepherd sleeps; the shepherd is the door.” 
 Suddenly Bishop understood why in John 10 
Jesus calls himself first the door, or gate, for the 
sheep and then the Good Shepherd. Because Je-
sus is the shepherd, he’s also the door that keeps 
us, his sheep, safe within his care. 
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Treasures 

 

One by one he took them from me, 
all the things I valued most, 

until I was empty-handed; 
every glittering toy was lost. 

 
And I walked earth’s highways, grieving 

in my rags and poverty 
till I heard his voice inviting, 

“Lift your empty hands to me!” 
 

So I held my hands toward heaven, 
and he filled them with a store 

of his own transcendent riches, 
till they could contain no more. 

 

And at last I comprehended 
with my stupid mind and dull, 

that God could not pour his riches 
into hands already full! 

—Martha Snell Nicholson 
 


